
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 12TH, 2023 
 

GATHERING 
Ringing the Bell  Usher 
Welcome and Announcements  

This time is an opportunity to share special events 
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.           
            And also with you. 

(Sharing the peace of Christ. Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time,  

all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 

*Gathering Hymn #288 (Alt.)                                                                                  Congregation 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. 

Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  

 
*Greeting and Call to Worship 

   The Lord be with you  
    And also with you.          
   We worship the God who inhabits our world and dwells within our lives. 

We need not look up to find God, 
we need only look around: 
within ourselves, beyond ourselves, into the eyes of another.  

We need not listen for distant thunder to find God, 
We need only listen to the music of life: 
the laughter of children, 
the questions of the curious, 
the rhythm of a heartbeat. 

We worship the God who inhabits our world 
and who dwells within our lives. 

Let us worship God!  
  
Instrumental Act of Praise                Meditation on a Folk Song                           Barbara Luhn  

arr. Joseph Martin 
 

Opening Prayer 
 Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on the church in this place.  
 Here may the faithful find salvation, and the careless be awakened.  

 Here may the doubting find faith, and the anxious be encouraged.  
 Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful comfort.  
 Here may the weary find rest, and the strong be renewed.  
 Here may the aged find consolation and the young be inspired; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Praise #65                  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                         Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

  Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
            We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  
 We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
            In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, 
  and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. 



 
    ~~~~~~~~ 

Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. (#576) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
(Silent Prayers) 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
 Anyone who is in Christ  
     is a new creation. 
      The old life has gone; 
      a new life has begun. 
     Know that we are forgiven 
     and be at peace. Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

The Word with the Children                                                                                  Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7                                                                                      Lisa Deaton  
 The Word of the Lord.       
   Thanks be to God.       
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 95          
                                                                          
Refrain: O come, let us sing to the Lord. 

Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. R 
For the LORD is a great God, 
and a great Sovereign above all gods. 
The LORD holds the caverns of the earth, 
and sustains the heights of the hills. 
The sea belongs to God, who made it, 
whose hands have molded the dry land. R 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
For the LORD is our God, 
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of 
God’s hand. 
Oh, that today you would hearken to God’s voice! R 
Harden not your hearts, 
as your ancestors did in the wilderness, 
at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, 
when they tempted me. 
They put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 
Forty years long I detested that generation and said, 
“This people are wayward in their hearts; 
they do not know my ways.”  
So I swore in my wrath, 
“They shall not enter into my rest.” R  

 
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11                                                                               Lisa Deaton 
    The Word of the Lord.       
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem                                        Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty                                     Choir 

Zebulon Highben 
 

Gospel Reading: John 4:5-42                                                                                Teresa Franklin 
 The Gospel of the Lord.      
   Praise to you, O Christ.  
     



Sermon                                                                                                                  Teresa Franklin  
(Silent Reflection) 

 
*Hymn #440                                    Jesus, Lover of My Soul                                   Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People  
    Jesus, remember us when you come into your reign. 
    Hear now our intercessions for those who need your healing. 
 

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

    Holy God, your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a fractured world and brought humanity the 
gift of reconciliation by the grace he embodied. Teach those who bear the name of Christ to follow 
the example he gave us. May our faith, hope, and charity turn hatred to love, conflict to peace, and 
death to eternal life; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offering 
Offertory                                Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                        Barbara Luhn 

arr. Heather Sorenson 
 

*Doxology #607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
God of compassion, we praise you that you look upon our frail lives with love and          
understanding, and that you desire for us all new life in Jesus Christ. 
 We are overwhelmed by your love, which goes to the cross for us, endures the grave, and 
leads us to new life. By your Spirit, strengthen our souls to be brave and bold in Christ’s 
service. Take our offerings, and use them and us for your purposes, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our crucified and risen Lord. Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
   ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 

 
SENDING 

 
*Hymn #440                              Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken                      Congregation 

 
*Charge and Blessing                                                                                            Teresa Franklin 

 Go forth in the name of the Lord. 
 If you are able, 
 may you walk at God’s side. 
 If you are not able to walk, 
 may you ride on the shoulders 
 of our strong Deliverer, 
 or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
 or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love. 
 Amen. 
  

* Postlude                                         Spiritoso, Sonatina in C                                   Barbara Luhn  
Muzio Clementi 

 
 
 

 
The flowers are placed by Carole Jackson in memory of Bill Jackson who loved Nacoochee 

Presbyterian Church for many years and was an affiliate minister. 
 
 
 



Prayer Concerns: 
* Ann Tipton - upon the death of her husband Henry Tipton. 
* Lori Spier Haynes, health concerns. Friend of Linda Mather, daughter of Steve Spier. 
* Jake Carlton, recovering from surgery. 
* Stephen Spier, hospice care at Magnolia Hills. 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Evelyn Hoult’s sister, Carolyn, hospitalized. 
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Holly Wall, health concerns. 
* Craig Inglis, recently completed cancer treatment. 
* Kim Houston, Lisa Deaton’s daughter in law.  
* Linda Smith, surgery, Jean Bradley’s sister. 
* Paul Aaron, recurring cancer. 
* Dawn Provencher, cancer, former NPC member. 
* Ricky Mohon, undergoing cancer treatment, family member of Joy Pruett. 
* Tom Sommer, upon the death of his wife Beth. 
* Gwen Aumann, health concerns 
* Mark Baker, healing from open heart surgery. 
* Rhonda Bailey, recovering from Covid. 
* John Luhn, recovering from surgery. 
* Ted and Sara Worley, lost home to fire on 2/22/23. 
 

 
Those Serving 

 This Sunday (3-12) Next Sunday (3-19) 
Ushers             Mike Dixon & Elaine McLean Mike Dixon & Elaine McLean 
Lector         Lisa Deaton David L. Johnson 
Time w/ children      Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Jennifer Thomas 
Karen Brown 

 
Jonathan Stribling 

Fellowship* Joy Pruett Celebration Needed 
Flowers Carole Jackson Karen & Jim Brown 
Teller Mike Dixon Mike Dixon 

   
* Fellowship is needed in March. 2023 Calendar is in the fellowship hall. 

 
Calendar  
 
 
          
          
          
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Contributions: Jan 1st to Feb 28th, 2023 
 

Budget:  $45,025.00         Actual:   $45,764.02 
 

 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 

 

Monday and Tuesday 
Wednesdays  
Wednesdays 

5:30 pm Outside Group Meeting downstairs 
7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 

1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Café 
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
March 12th 3:00 pm Convivio at First Presbyterian of Cornelia 
March 12th 11:00 am Joy Pruett’s 90th Birthday Celebration & Luncheon  
March 15th  

March 16th  
6:00 pm Taizé Service 
6:00 pm -7:30pm Lenton Study with Soup Supper 

March 26th-April 1st NPC will be providing dinner for the Family Promise House. If you 
would like to help please contact Sue Gailey at 706-993-6883 or 
email gaileysue71@gmail.com 
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