
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 5TH, 2023 
 

GATHERING 
 

Ringing the Bell  Usher 
Welcome and Announcements  
 

This time is an opportunity to share special events 
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.    
            And also with you. 

(Sharing the peace of Christ. Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time,  

all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 

*Gathering Hymn #288 (Alt.)                                                                                  Congregation 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. 

Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  

 
*Greeting and Call to Worship 
   The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.  
    And also with you.    

Is not this the fast I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of injustice; 
    to share your bread with the hungry; 
 to bring the homeless poor into your house; 
    when you see the naked, to clothe them? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
       and your healing shall spring up quickly.  
   Praise the Lord. 
    The Lord’s name be praised. 
 Let us worship God. 
     
Instrumental Act of Praise                       Hiding in Thee                                         Barbara Luhn  

arr. Dan Forrest 
Opening Prayer 

 Hope beyond all human hope, your promised descendants as numerous as the stars to  
old Abraham and barren Sarah. You promise light and salvation in the midst of darkness  
and despair, and promise redemption to a world that will not listen. Gather us to yourself in 
tenderness, open our ears to listen to your word, and teach us to live faithfully as people confident of 
the fulfillment of your promises. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.   

     Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Praise #49                  The God of Abraham Praise                                  Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

 Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from us by 
our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse us from all our 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble 
hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in 
you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.   

 



~~~~~~~~ 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. (#576) 

~~~~~~~~ 
 

(Silent Prayers) 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
 Hear the good news! 
 Who is in a position to condemn?   
    Only Christ, and Christ lived for us,  
    Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
    Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
    Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 
       Amen. 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

The Word with the Children                                                                                  Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a  Mark Griffin 
 The Word of the Lord.    
   Thanks be to God. 
      
Responsive Reading: Psalm 121   Mark Griffin 
  Refrain: Our help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
   from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the LORD,  
   the maker of heaven and earth.     R 
The LORD will not let your foot be moved, 
   and the One who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel 

      shall neither slumber nor sleep;    R 
 
   Refrain: Our help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

it is the LORD who watches over you; 
   the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
so that the sun shall not strike you by day, 
   nor the moon by night.    R 
The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; 
   the LORD shall keep you safe. 
The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in,  
   from this time forth forevermore.    R 
 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                                                                     Mark Griffin 
    The Word of the Lord.    
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem                                                    I Lift My Eyes                                                        Choir 

Taylor Davis 
 

Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17                                                                                Teresa Franklin 
 The Gospel of the Lord.    
   Praise to you, O Christ. 
      
Sermon                                                                                                                  Teresa Franklin  

 
(Silent Reflection) 

 



 
*Hymn #320                            The Church of Christ in Every Age                          Congregation 
 
 
Prayers of the People  

Faithful God of love, you blessed us with your servant Son so that we might know how to serve your 
people with justice and with mercy. We gather the needs of ourselves and others, and offer them to 
you in faith and love, seeking to be strengthened to meet them.   
 

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

Shape us and transform us by your grace, that we may grow in wisdom and in confidence, never 
faltering until we have done all that you desire to bring your realm of shalom to fulfillment. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
Offering 
Offertory                                     I Want Jesus To Walk With Me                             Barbara Luhn 

arr. Mary McDonald 
 

*Doxology #607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
*Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 

     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. (#565) 
~~~~~~~~ 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. (#566) 

~~~~~~~~ 
Amen, amen, amen! 

Amen, amen, amen! (#568) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 
*Breaking of the Bread 
*Communion of the People      
                         
Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant 
that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 



SENDING 
 

*Hymn #729                                 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                         Congregation 
 
*Charge and Blessing 
 Go forth in the name of the Lord. 

If you are able, 
may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk, 
may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer, 
or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love.  
  Amen. 

 
* Postlude                                      Forty Days and Forty Nights                              Barbara Luhn  

Martin Herbst 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Concerns: 
* Jake Carlton, recovering from surgery. 
* Stephen Spier, hospice care at Magnolia Hills. 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Holly Wall, health concerns. 
* Craig Inglis, recently completed cancer treatment. 
* Kim Houston, Lisa Deaton’s daughter in law.  
* Linda Smith, surgery, Jean Bradley’s sister. 
* Paul Aaron, recurring cancer. 
* Dawn Provencher, cancer, former NPC member. 
* Ricky Mohon, undergoing cancer treatment, family member of Joy Pruett. 
* Tom Sommer, upon the death of his wife Beth. 
* Gwen Aumann, health concerns. 
* Mark Baker, healing from open heart surgery. 
* Ted and Sara Worley, lost home to fire 2/22/23. 
* Rhonda Bailey, Covid. 
* John Luhn, surgery March 9th. 
* Ann Tipton, upon the loss of her husband Henry.  
 
 
 
 

Today’s flowers are provided by Laurie Odum. 
 
 

The 2023 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 

 
 
 

March 12th 
11:00 am Joy Pruett’s 90th Birthday Celebration & Luncheon   

You are invited to celebrate Joy’s special day with her and her family  
during lunch in her honor in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 

 
In lieu of Gifts: You are welcome to mail or bring a card and consider making 

 a donation in Joy’s honor either to Nacoochee Presbyterian Church designated 
 for The Pruett Spiritual Fund or to a charity of your choice. 

 



 
 

Those Serving 

 This Sunday (3-5) Next Sunday (3-12) 
Ushers             Mike Dixon & Elaine McLean Mike Dixon & Elaine McLean 
Lector         Mark Griffin Lisa Deaton 

Time w/ children      Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Ashley Brown Lemley 
Jill Crunkleton 

Jennifer Thomas 
Karen Brown 

Fellowship* Session Ministry Fair Joy Pruett Celebration 
Flowers Laurie Odum Carole Jackson 
Teller Mike Dixon Mike Dixon 
   

*Fellowship is needed in March. 2023 Calendar is in the fellowship hall. 
 
 
 
Calendar  
 
 
          
          
          
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Contributions: Jan 1st to Jan 31st, 2023 
 

Budget:  $22,025.00         Actual:   $25,281.72 
 
 
 
 

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND  

THE CHANCEL AREA OR THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 
 
 
 
 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 

 

Monday and Tuesday 
Wednesdays  
Wednesdays 

5:30 pm Outside Group Meeting downstairs 
7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 

1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Café 
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
March 5th 11:00 am Ministry Fair during Fellowship Time. 
March 9th 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm Lenten Study with Soup Supper 
March 12th 3:00 pm Convivio at First Presbyterian of Cornelia 

March 12th 11:00 am Joy Pruett’s 90th Birthday Celebration & Luncheon  

March 15th  6:00 pm Taizé Service 


