
 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 JANUARY 22ND, 2023 
 

GATHERING 
Ringing the Bell  Usher 
Welcome and Announcements  
 

This time is an opportunity to share special events  
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations  
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
Minute for Mission            Joanne Sweeney 

3rd Anniversary of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
 

Minute for Mission  Sarah Vaughan 
Guatemala Travelers Day 

 
*The Peace 
    The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.  La paz de Cristo sea con ustedes. 
    And also with you.   Y tambièn con usted. 
 

(Sharing the peace of Christ. Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time, all are invited 

 to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 

*Gathering Hymn #583 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

*Greeting and Call to Worship 
   The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.  La gracia de Cristo se con todos ustedes. 
    And also with you.      Y tambièn con usted. 
 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,  
 the world, and those who live in it.  Ps. 24:1 
  Praise the Lord. 
    The Lord’s name be praised. 
 Let us worship God.                         Adoremos a Dios. 
 
Instrumental Act of Praise            Morning has Broken Barbara Luhn  

arr. Lee Dengler 
 

Opening Prayer 
God of blazing light, through the power of the cross you shattered our darkness,  
scattering the fears that bind us and setting us free to live as your children.  
Give us courage and conviction that we may joyfully turn and follow you  
into new adventures of faithful service, 
led by the light that shines through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise #611         Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from us by 
our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: 
Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with 
reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your 
grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.  
 

(Silent Prayers) 
 



*Declaration of Forgiveness 
 Hear the good news! 
 Who is in a position to condemn?   
    Only Christ, and Christ lived for us,  
    Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
    Christ reigns in power for us. Christ prays for us.  
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 
    Amen. 

~~~~~~~~ 
Al-le-lu-ia!  Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! (#587) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
THE WORD 

 
The Word with the Children  Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4  Tommy Jameson 
 The Word of the Lord.        La palabra del Señor. 
    Thanks be to God.           Gracias a Dios. 
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 27:1, 4-9  Tommy Jameson 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? 
   the LORD is the strength of my life; 
   of whom then shall I be afraid? 
One thing have I asked of the LORD 
one thing I seek; 
   that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
to behold the fair beauty of the LORD,  
   to see God in the temple.  
For on the day of trouble the LORD shall shelter me in safety; 
   the LORD shall hide me in the secrecy of the holy place 
   and set me high upon a rock.  
Even now the LORD lifts up my head 
   above my enemies round about me.  
Therefore I will offer in the holy place an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; 
   I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
   have mercy on me and answer me. 
You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.”  
   Your face, LORD, will I seek.  
Hide not your face from me, 
   nor turn away your servant in displeasure.  
You have been my helper; 
cast me not away; 
   do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.  

 
Anthem                        How Lovely Are the Messengers Choir 

Mendelssohn 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-25 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   El evangelio del Senor. 
    Praise to you, O Christ.      Alabanzas a ti o Cristo. 
 
Sermon “Leave-taking” Teresa Franklin 
 

(Silent Reflection) 
 



*Hymn #402 How Lovely, Lord Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People 

To God who welcomes all in love, 
let us pray for the good of the church 
and the concerns of those in need. 
 

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

God of every land and nation,  
you have created all people  
and you dwell among us in Jesus Christ.   
Listen to the cries of those who pray to you, 
and grant that, as we proclaim the greatness of your name, 
all people will know the power of love at work in the world. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offering 
Offertory Ridgecrest Barbara Luhn 

Joseph Martin 
 

*Doxology #607 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Through your Son you call us to repent of our sin, to believe the good news, and to celebrate the 
coming of your kingdom. 
 Like Christ’s first apostles, may we hear his call to discipleship,  
 and, forsaking old ways, proclaim the gospel of new life to a broken world.  
 Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 

SENDING 
 

*Hymn #192     Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining (Shine, Jesus, Shine)  Congregation 
 
*Charge and Blessing 

Go forth in the name of the Lord. 
If you are able, 
may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk, 
may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer, 
or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love. 
   Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*Postlude                                Sonata in G Barbara Luhn 
Domenico Scarlatti 

 
 

Today’s flowers are provided by Cheryl and Jerry Vandiver 
 

The 2023 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 



Prayer Concerns: 
* Stephen Spier, hospice care at Magnolia Hills. 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, recovering after treatment for lung cancer. 
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Caroline Curran, recently completed radiation therapy. 
* Holly Wall, health concerns. 
* Craig Inglis, recently completed cancer treatment. 
* Kim Houston, Lisa Deaton’s daughter in law.  
* Linda Smith, on liver transplant list, Jean Bradley’s sister. 
* Paul Aaron, recurring cancer. 
* Dawn Provencher, cancer, former NPC member. 
* Ricky Mohon, undergoing cancer treatment, family member of Joy Pruett. 
* Hal Symes, recovering from a fall. 
* Tom Sommer, upon the death of his wife Beth. 
 

 
• End of year contribution statements have been emailed.  If you didn’t get yours, please call the office 

to update your email address or we can snail mail your statement.  Thank you.  706-878-2226. 
 

 
Those Serving 

 This Sunday (1-22) Next Sunday (1-29) 
Ushers             Bob & Debra Rimel Bob & Debra Rimel 
Lector         Tommy Jameson Charles Hughes 
Time w/ children                     Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Jennifer Thomas 
Gretchen Anglin 

Anna Bennett 
Needed 

Fellowship* Guatemala Mission Trip Buffet  
Flowers Cheryl & Jerry Vandiver Ashley & Jason Lemley 
Teller Bob Rimel Bob Rimel 
   

*Fellowship is needed in January and February. 2023 Calendar is located in the fellowship hall. 
 
Calendar  

Wednesdays  
Wednesdays 

7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 

1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Café 
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
January 22nd, 10 am Guatemala Travelers Day, Latin American buffet for 

Fellowship (donation basket for food expenses) 
January 26th, Noon to 1:30 pm Adult Study Series - Religion in Colonial America 
February 12th, 3 pm Convivio 
February 12th Souper Bowl of Caring Fellowship Lunch and 

Fundraiser. 
 

 
                      General Contributions: Jan 1st to Dec 30th, 2022 

 

                      Budget:  $284,981.00         Actual:   $277,606.06 
 
 

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND THE CHANCEL AREA OR 

THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 
 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 


