
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 4TH, 2022 
 

GATHERING 
Ringing the Bell                                                                                                              Usher 
Welcome and Announcements  

This time is an opportunity to share special events  
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
    And also with you. 

(Sharing the peace of Christ.  Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time, 

all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 
*Gathering Hymn # 95                                                                                       Congregation 

Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord, 
and all people will see the salvation of our God. 

 
*Greeting and Call to Worship 
      The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
           And also with you. 
      A voice cries in the wilderness, 
          “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

      make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”                             (Isa. 40:3) 
     Praise the Lord. 
       The Lord’s name be praised. 
 Let us worship God.  
                                  
Hymn # 85 (verse 2) Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                  Congregation 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle  Eva & Tommy Jameson 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.         (Isa. 11:6) 

       Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Opening Prayer 

God of all peoples, your servant John came baptizing and calling for repentance. Help us to hear 
his voice of judgment, that we may also rejoice in his word of promise and be found pure and 
blameless in that glorious Day when Christ comes to rule the earth as Prince of Peace. Amen. 

  
 
*Hymn of Praise #106 Prepare the Way, O Zion                          Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

   Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we 
shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

     to the glory of your holy name.   
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. (#576) 

~~~~~~~~ 
 

(Silent Prayers) 
 



*Declaration of Forgiveness 
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.   
 I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
     May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins,  
    strengthen us in all goodness,  
    and by the power of the Holy Spirit  
    keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

THE WORD 
 

The Word with the Children  Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10  David L. Johnson 
 The Word of the Lord.    
    Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19                                                  David L. Johnson 
 Give the king your justice, O God, 

   and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
that he may rule your people righteously 
   and the poor with justice; 
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
   and the little hills bring righteousness. 
He shall defend the needy among the people 
   and shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
   from one generation to another. 

     He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
        like showers that water the earth. 

In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
   there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.   
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
   who alone does wondrous deeds! 
[Unison] 
And blessed be God’s glorious name forever! 
   and may all the earth be filled with the glory of the LORD. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12                                                   David L. Johnson 
 The Gospel of the Lord.    
   Praise to you, O Christ.   

  
Anthem Thou Shalt Know Him  Choir 

Mark Sirett 
 

Third Reading: Romans 15:4-13                                                                     Teresa Franklin 
 The Word of the Lord.    
   Thanks be to God.   

  
Sermon  Teresa Franklin 

(Silent Reflection) 
 

*Hymn #96                          On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People  
 Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the glorious coming of the Christ, 
    let us pray for the needs of the church, our community, and the world.  

Congregational Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
 God of joy and exultation, you strengthen what is weak;  
 you enrich the poor and give hope to those who live in fear.   
 Look upon our needs this day.   
 Make us grateful for the good news of salvation  
 and keep us faithful in your service until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 who lives for ever and ever. Amen. 



THE EUCHARIST 
 

Offering 
Offertory                                   Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming                          Barbara Luhn 

arr. Mark Hayes 
 

*Doxology # 607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
       And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, 
God of might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 

highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest, hosanna in the highest. (#565) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. (#566) 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Amen, amen, amen! 

Amen, amen, amen! (#568) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 
*Breaking of the Bread 
Communion of the People 
 
Prayer after Communion 

   O God, you have so greatly loved us, long sought us, and mercifully redeemed us.  Give us grace 
that in everything we may yield ourselves, our wills and our works, a continual thank-offering to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
*Hymn #163 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice                     Congregation 
 
*Charge and Blessing 
   Let us be watchful, stand firm in our faith, be courageous and strong. 
 Let all that we do be done in love.  I Cor. 16:13,14 
    May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  
 so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Rom.15:13 
 
 *Postlude Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  Barbara Luhn  

arr. Mark Hayes 
 



Prayer Concerns: 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Marietta Preacher, Vicki’s cousin. 
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, recovering after treatment for lung cancer. 
* Tommy Deadwyler, under hospice care.  
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Lee Walker, Joy Pruett’s daughter, recovering from surgery  
* Betsy Henderson, recovering at home. 
* Caroline Curran, recently completed radiation therapy. 
* Holly Wall, health concerns. 
* Becky Schacht, friend of NPC. 
* Judy James, recovering from surgery. 
* Craig Inglis, undergoing cancer treatment. 
* Kim Houston, Lisa Deaton’s daughter in law.  
* Paula Adams and Family, upon the death of Paula's husband, Bobby. 
* Linda Smith, surgery, Jean Bradley’s sister. 
* Sheryl Marshall Moore, recovering from neck surgery. 
* Ed McLean, knee replacement surgery Dec. 5. 
 

The flowers today are provided by Kite Stribling 
“Dedicated to everyone who works with the youth.” 

 
 

The 2022 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 

 
 

Those Serving 
 This Sunday (12-4) Next Sunday (12-11) 
Ushers             Jonathan & Jessica Stribling Ken & Monika Knight 
Lector         David L. Johnson Mike Dixon 
Time w/ children                     Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Needed 
Needed 

Vicki McMorrough 
Jonathan Stribling 

Fellowship Laddie & Becky Rollins Needed 
Flowers Kite Stribling Jerry & Cindy White 
Teller Gordon Fowler Gordon Fowler 
   

Calendar  

Wednesdays  
Wednesdays 

7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 

1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Café 
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 
December 4th 

December 11th 

December 11th 

December 11th 

December 11th – 17th 

December 14th 
December 18th 

11 am Centering Prayer 
Angel Tree 
Children’s Christmas Pageant after Worship 
3:00 pm Convivio 
Craft Fair after Worship 
Family Promise Meals – contact gaileysue@gmail.com 
Taizé Service Prelude 5:30 pm, Service 6:00pm  
Congregational Meeting after Worship 

 
General Contributions: Jan 1st to Nov 30th, 2022 

 

Budget:  $256,690.00                    Actual:   $236,595.09 
 

 
Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 

Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 

mailto:gaileysue@gmail.com

