
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 24TH, 2022 

11:00 PM 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

Prelude                             Heather Strachan, violin; Heidi McKee, cello; Barbara Luhn, piano 
 
Greeting   
 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
    And also with you. 
 Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to God’s people on earth.                                                              Luke 2:14  
    Alleluia! 
 Praise the Lord. 
       The Lord’s name be praised.    
 Let us worship God. 
 
Anthem O Magnum Mysterium Choir 

Tomás Luis de Victoria 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles                                                                      Kathie Meaders 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness,  
on them light has shined.                                                     Isaiah 9:2 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe, 
wrapped in rags, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. On this holy night draw us into the mystery 
of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a 
place among the shepherds that we may find the one for whom we have waited, Jesus the Messiah. 
Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise #133                   O Come, All Ye Faithful                                Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We 
confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed 
our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and 
renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of 
Christ the Lord.   

(Silent Prayers) 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 
    Hear the good news! 
    The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
 that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.                                I Tim. 1:15 
    I declare, in the name of Jesus Christ,  
 we are forgiven. 
    Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn #134                                        Joy to the World                                        Congregation 
 

THE WORD 
First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10        Karen Brown 
     The Word of the Lord. 
        Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem                                         The Blessed Son of God                                                Choir 

R. Vaughan Williams 



Responsive Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14                                                          Karen Brown 
Give the king your justice, O God, 
   and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
that he may rule your people righteously 
   and the poor with justice; 
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
   and the little hills bring righteousness. 
He shall defend the needy among the people 
   and shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
   from one generation to another. 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
   like showers that water the earth. 
In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
   there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, 
    and the rulers of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 All kings shall bow down before him, 
    and all nations do him service. 
 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, 
    and the oppressed who has no helper. 

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor 
    and shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, 
    and dear shall their blood be in his sight.   

Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, 
   who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 [UNISON] 
And blessed be God’s glorious name forever! 
   and may all the earth be filled with the glory of the LORD. 
   Amen. Amen.  
  

Anthem                                         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                         Sautee Camerata 
arr. Elizabeth Alexander 

 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 
 
Story                                                                                                                  Teresa Franklin 

(Silent Reflection) 
 

*Hymn #146                               Gentle Mary Laid Her Child Congregation 
 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 

Offering 
Offertory                                        O Magnum Mysterium                 Heather Strachan, violin 
   Morton Lauridsen Barbara Luhn, piano 

 
*Doxology #607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 



 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. (#562) 

~~~~~~~~ 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. (#563) 

~~~~~~~~ 
Amen, amen, amen.  Amen, amen. (#564) 

~~~~~~~~ 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 
*Breaking of the Bread 
Communion of the People 
 
Anthem A Stable Lamp is Lighted                                             Choir 

David Hurd 
 

Prayer after Communion 
   O God, you have so greatly loved us, long sought us, and mercifully redeemed us. Give us grace 
that in everything we may yield ourselves, our wills and our works, a continual thank-offering to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Candle Lighting 
 
*Hymn #122                                            Silent Night                                           Congregation 
 

SENDING 
 

*Charge and Blessing 
     Let us be watchful, stand firm in our faith, be courageous and strong. 
 Let all that we do be done in love.  I Cor. 16:13,14 
 May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
   Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

*Postlude 
 
                                                              ~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to Barbara Luhn, Heather Strachan, Heidi McKee, 
and the Nacoochee Presbyterian Choir for sharing their talents on this holy evening. 

 
 
 
 
 

The offering goes to support the work and mission of Nacoochee Presbyterian Church. 


