
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
JANUARY 1ST, 2023 

 
Ringing the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements  
 

This time is an opportunity to share special events coming up for the church 
 or the community. This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations  

in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 
 

*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.                      
    And also with you.                                                                  

(Sharing the peace of Christ. Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time, all are invited  

to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 
*Gathering Hymn #583 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*Greeting and Call to Worship 
 The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.    
    And also with you.                                                                
 The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
 with healing for all humankind.                                                                     Titus 2:11 
 Praise the Lord. 
  The Lord’s name be praised. 
 Let us worship God.                             
                                                
 Song  Sweet Little Jesus Boy David Johnson 
   John Jacob Niles Susan Johnson, piano 

 
Opening Prayer 

O God of light and peace, whose glory, shining in the child of Bethlehem,  
still draws the nations to yourself: dispel the darkness that shrouds our path, 

 that we may come to kneel before Christ in true worship, offer him our hearts and souls, 
and return from his presence to live as he has taught. Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise #130          Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light             Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world,  
to reveal your love for all people. We confess that our sin and pride  
hide the brightness of your light.  We turn away from the poor;  
we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace.  
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and baptize us once again with your Spirit,  
that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.   
 

(Silent Prayers) 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 
 Hear the good news! 
 Who is in a position to condemn?   
    Only Christ, and Christ lived for us,  
    Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
    Christ reigns in power for us. Christ prays for us.  
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 



~~~~~~~~ 
Al-le-lu-ia!  Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! (#587) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
THE WORD 

 
The Word with the Children                                                                              Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6                                                                                     Jerry White                   

The Word of the Lord.    
 Thanks be to God.  
     
Responsive Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, 19                                                      Jerry White 

Give the king your justice, O God, 
   and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
that he may rule your people righteously 
   and the poor with justice; 
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
   and the little hills bring righteousness. 
He shall defend the needy among the people 
   and shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
   from one generation to another. 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
   like showers that water the earth. 
In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
   there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, 
    and the rulers of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 All kings shall bow down before him, 
        and all nations do him service. 
     For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, 
    and the oppressed who has no helper. 

He shall have pity on the lowly and poor 
    and shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, 
    and dear shall their blood be in his sight.   
   [UNISON] 

And blessed be God’s glorious name forever! 
   and may all the earth be filled with the glory of the LORD. 

   Amen. Amen. 
 
Anthem                                   Arise, Shine, for Thy Light has Come                                  Choir 

Healey Willan 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-18  
     The Gospel of the Lord. 
        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                                                                                               Teresa Franklin 

(Silent Reflection) 
 

*Hymn #152                         What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright                  Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People 

To God who welcomes all in love, 
let us pray for the good of the church 
and the concerns of those in need. 
 

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 



God of every land and nation,  
you have created all people  
and you dwell among us in Jesus Christ.   
Listen to the cries of those who pray to you, 
and grant that, as we proclaim the greatness of your name, 
all people will know the power of love at work in the world. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 

Offering 
Offertory We Three Kings                             Barbara Luhn, Piano                           
                                                    arr. Ernie and Becky Brock            Rebecca Testerman, Oboe 

 
*Doxology #607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
*Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. (#562) 

~~~~~~~~ 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. (#563) 

~~~~~~~~ 
Amen, amen, amen. Amen, amen. (#564) 

~~~~~~~~ 
*Lord’s Prayer 
     ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
*Breaking of the Bread 
Communion of the People 
Prayer after Communion 

Loving God, you have given us a share in the one bread and the one cup and made us one with 
Christ. Help us to bring your salvation and joy to all the world. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.   

SENDING 
 

*Hymn #151 We Three Kings of Orient Are                          Congregation 
*Charge and Blessing 

Go forth in the name of the Lord. 
If you are able, may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk, may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer, or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love. Alleluia! Amen.  
 

*Postlude                                               Noël Nouvelet                                          Barbara Luhn 
arr. David Lantz III 

 



Prayer Concerns: 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Marietta Preacher, Vicki’s cousin. 
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, recovering after treatment for lung cancer. 
* The family of Tommy Deadwyler.  
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Betsy Henderson, recovering at home. 
* Caroline Curran, recently completed radiation therapy. 
* Holly Wall, health concerns. 
* Judy James, recovering from surgery. 
* Craig Inglis, recently completed cancer treatment. 
* Kim Houston, Lisa Deaton’s daughter in law.  
* Linda Smith, surgery, Jean Bradley’s sister. 
* Sheryl Marshall Moore, recovering from neck surgery. 
* Ed McLean, recovering from knee replacement surgery. 
* Paul Aaron, recurring cancer. 
* Dawn Provencher, cancer, former NPC member. 
* Ricky Mohon, undergoing cancer treatment, family member of Joy Pruett. 
* Hal Symes, COVID. 
* Tom Sommer, upon the death of his wife Beth. 
 
 

The flowers were donated by Dottie Foster in memory of Stan  
and dedicated to God's blessing for a new year. 

 
 

The 2023 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 

 
Those Serving 

 This Sunday (1-1) Next Sunday (1-8) 
Ushers             Bob & Debra Rimel Bob & Debra Rimel 
Lector         Jerry White Ann Tipton 
Time w/ children                     Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Needed  
Needed 

Needed  
Needed 

Fellowship No Fellowship Coffee Only 
Flowers Dottie Foster Needed 
Teller Bob Rimel Bob Rimel 
   
   

Calendar  

Wednesdays  
Wednesdays 

7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 

1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Café 
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
 

 
General Contributions: Jan 1st to Nov 30th, 2022 

 

Budget:  $256,690.00                    Actual:   $250,485.27 
 
 

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND THE CHANCEL  

AREA OR THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 
 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 


