
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 23RD, 2022 
 

GATHERING 
 

Ringing the Bell                                                                                                              Usher 
Welcome and Announcements  

This time is an opportunity to share special events  
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
    And also with you. 

(Sharing the peace of Christ.  Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time, 

all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 

*Gathering Hymn # 583                                                                                     Congregation 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

*Greeting and Call to Worship 
The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
      And also with you. 
Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
      plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
      to give you a future with hope.                                                             Jeremiah 29:11   
Praise the Lord. 
      The Lord’s name be praised. 
Let us worship God. 

 
Instrumental Act of Praise   Lead Me, Lord/He Leadeth Me                            Barbara Luhn  

arr. Michael Larkin 
 

Opening Prayer 
  O God, who alone can probe the depths of the heart, you hear the prayer of the humble and 
justify the repentant sinner. Grant us the gift of humility, that we may see our own sins clearly and 
refrain from judging our neighbor. We make our prayer through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise #714                God of the Fertile Fields Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

   Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins 
and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor 
as ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. 
   Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us 
from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast 
us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation 
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. 
 

(Silent Prayers) 
*Declaration of Forgiveness 

Hear the good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn? 

Only Christ, and Christ lived for us, 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 



Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 
 Amen. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! (#587) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
THE WORD 

 
The Word with the Children                                                                           Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Joel 2:23-29                                                                                Jason Lemley 
 The Word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
  
Responsive Reading: Psalm 65                 Jason Lemley 

You O God are to be praised in Jerusalem: 
 to you shall vows be performed. 
You give heed to prayer: 
      to you all mortals shall come to confess their sins. 
The burden of our sins is too great for us: 
      but you will purge them away. 
Blessed are the people you choose, 
    and bring to dwell in your courts: 
    we shall be filled with the blessings 
    of your house your holy temple. 
With awesome deeds you answer 
    our prayers for deliverance, O God our savior: 
    you that are the hope of all the ends of the earth, 
    and of the far-off seas. 
By your strength you made fast the mountains: 
    and gird yourself round with power. 
You still the raging of the seas, 
   and the roar of their waves: and the tumult of the peoples. 
The dwellers at the ends of the earth, 
   are awed by your wonders: 
    you make the lands of sunrise and sunset 
    resound with shouts of joy. 
You visit the earth and water it: 
    you make it very fruitful. 
The waters of heaven brim over their channel: 
    providing us with grain, for so you have prepared the land, 
drenching its furrows, leveling its ridges: 
    softening it with showers and blessing its growth. 
You crown the year with your goodness: 
     and your paths overflow with plenty. 
The pastures of the wilderness abound with grass: 
 and the hills are girded with joy. 
The fields are clothed with sheep: 
   the valleys are decked with wheat, 
   so that they shout for joy and sing. 
 

 
Anthem Kyrie from “Missa Dixit Maria”                            Barbara Luhn 

Hassler 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:9-14 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
            Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon                                                                                                          Teresa Franklin 
 

(Silent Reflection) 
 
 

Hymn #450 Be Thou My Vision                                     Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People 

We praise your abiding guidance, O God, 
for you sent us Jesus, our Teacher and Messiah, 
to model for us the way of love for the whole universe. 
We offer these prayers of love on behalf of ourselves and our neighbors, 
on behalf of your creation and our fellow creatures. 
 

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

Loving God, open our ears to hear your word 
and draw us closer to you, that the whole world may be one with you 
as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offertory A Mighty Fortress is our God                          Barbara Luhn 
Arr. Heather Sorenson 

 
*Doxology #607 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Eternal God, creator of the world and giver of all good, we thank you  
for the earth, our home, and for the gift of life. 
We praise you for your love in Jesus Christ, who came to heal this broken  
world, who died rejected on the cross and rose triumphant from the dead.  
Because he lives, we live to praise you, our God forever. 
       Gracious God, who called us from death to life, we give 
ourselves to you; and with the church through all ages we thank  
you for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 

SENDING 
 

*Hymn #716                    God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                     Congregation 
 
*Charge and Blessing 

Go forth in the name of the Lord. If you are able, may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk, may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer, or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love. Alleluia! Amen. 

 
 
*Postlude                                             Allegro in F minor                                 Barbara Luhn 

C.P.E. Bach 
 

 
 
 
 



Prayer Concerns: 
* Caroline Curran, recently completed radiation therapy. 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Marietta Preacher, Vicki’s cousin. 
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, lung cancer. 
* Maxine Parker and her family.  
* Tommy Deadwyler undergoing cancer treatments. 
* Susan Lockhart’s granddaughter, Boden Ruby, 1 year, health issues.   
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Jimmie Tinius and Family, (Richard’s memorial service is 11/5, 1:00 PM, here) 
* Jerry Thomas, recovering from surgery. 
* Lee Walker, Joy Pruett’s daughter, recovering from surgery   
* Courtney Johnston, upon the passing of her brother, Allen Robinson. 
* Betsy Henderson, wife of Rev Matt Henderson of First Presbyterian Church of Clarkesville,    
    hospitalized with a virus severely affecting her mobility. 
* Holly Wall, health concerns. 
* Suzi Anderson, recovering after back surgery. 
* Becky Schacht, friend of NPC. 
* Judy James, knee replacement surgery Nov 3 
* Carole Jackson, hospitalized at Piedmont Athens Regional 
 
 
 

The 2022 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 

 
 
 
Those Serving 

 
This Sunday (10-23) 

 
Next Sunday (10-30) 

Usher             Cheri & John Luhn Cheri & John Luhn 
Lector         Jason Lemley Malaya Brown 
Time w/ children            Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Age 4 & 5 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Needed  
Ashley Brown-Lemley 
Needed 

Needed  
Ashley Brown-Lemley 
Vicki McMorrough 

Fellowship Needed 5th Sunday Potluck 
Flowers Jimmie Tinius Evelyn Hoult 
Teller Elaine Mobley Elaine Mobley 
   

Calendar 

Wednesdays  7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 

1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Café  
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd & 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
Sunday, October 23rd  4:00-7:00 pm Youth Gathering at Skitt’s Mountain 

Sunday, October 30th  
Sunday, November 6th 

10:00 am Solar Celebration 
10:00 am All Saints’ and International Ministries 

  
 

General Contributions: Jan 1st to Sep 30th, 2022 
Budget:  $206,220.00    Actual:   $208,204.53 

 
 

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND THE CHANCEL AREA OR 

THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 
 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 


