
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2022 
 

GATHERING 
 

Ringing the Bell  Usher 
 
Welcome and Announcements  

This time is an opportunity to share special events  
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
Recognition of Kristin Costley 
 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
    And also with you. 
 (Sharing the peace of Christ.  Please greet those near you.) 
 As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time,  
 all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 
*Gathering Hymn # 583  Congregation 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

  
*Greeting and Call to Worship 

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     And also with you. 
Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
     plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
     to give you a future with hope.                                                         Jeremiah 29:11   
Praise the Lord. 
     The Lord’s name be praised 
Let us worship God. 
 

Instrumental Act of Praise Softly and Tenderly Barbara Luhn 
arr. Joel Raney 

  
Opening Prayer 

Undaunted you seek the lost, O God, exultant you bring home the found. Touch our hearts with 
grateful wonder at the tenderness of your forbearing love. Grant us delight in the mercy that has 
found us, and bring all to rejoice at the feast of forgiveness. We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise #12  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

  Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 
your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done. 
 
  O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus our Lord. And 
grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life to the glory 
of your holy name. 

 
(Silent Prayers) 



*Declaration of Forgiveness 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
    May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 
    strengthen us in all goodness, 
    and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~ 
Al-le-lu-ia!  Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! (#587) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
THE WORD 

 
The Word with the Children                                                                           Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17                                                                         Ann Tipton 
    The Word of the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 32:1-7, 11                                                                 Ann Tipton 

Blessed are those whose offenses are forgiven: 
 whose sin has been put away. 

Blessed are those to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

While I held back from confessing my sin, my body wasted away, 
through my groaning all day long.   

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night: 
I was dried up and withered, as it were by drought in summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you: 
my guilt I did not hide. 

I said, “I will confess my sins to the Lord”: 
and so you forgave me the wickedness of my sin. 

Therefore let all those that all faithful pray to you in time of trouble: 
when great flood water rises, it shall not come near them. 

You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 (Unison) 

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
shout for joy, all you that are upright in heart. 

  
Anthem The New 23rd  Choir    

Ralph Carmichael 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-10                       
The Gospel of the Lord. 
   Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon                                                                                                            Teresa Franklin 

(Silent Reflection) 
 

*Hymn #833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go                Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People 

 God of salvation, who sent your Son to seek out and save what is lost, hear our prayers on behalf of 
those who are lost in our day, receiving these petitions and thanksgivings with your unending 
compassion.  

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

 Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and courage upon us, that we 
may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for others, but by serving them generously 
and faithfully in your name. Amen. 



Offering 
Offertory Variations on Hyfrydol Barbara Luhn 

arr. Michael Larkin  
 
*Doxology #607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
* Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Almighty and merciful God, 
from whom comes all that is good, 
we praise you for your mercies, 
for your goodness that has created us, 
your grace that has sustained us, 
your discipline that has corrected us, 
your patience that has borne with us, 
and your love that has redeemed us. 

Help us to love you, 
and to be thankful for all your gifts 
by serving you and delighting to do your will, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
         ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 

SENDING 
 
*Hymn #306 Blest Be the Tie That Binds   Congregation 
 
*Charge and Blessing                                                                                               

Go forth in the name of the Lord. 
If you are able, may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk, may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer, or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love.  Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

*Postlude Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Barbara Luhn 
arr. Mark Hayes 

 
 
 

Today’s floral arrangement was given by Patrick and Clarissa Evans 
 in celebration of their 54th wedding anniversary.  

Blessed be the tie that binds! 
 
 
 
The 2022 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex.   
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 
 

 
 
 

Masks Encouraged: A recommendation from the Public Worship Taskforce 
 If you are concerned about infecting or becoming infected with COVID-19 while at the church, 
please wear a mask to indicate to others your desire for social distancing. Please respect the unspoken 
request of those wearing masks by refraining from shaking hands, hugging or sitting or standing within 
three feet of them. Thank-you for your consideration of the well-being of all our attendees. 



Prayer Concerns: 
* Caroline Curran, health concerns. 
* Barbara Johnston is at home recovering. 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Marietta Preacher, Vicki's cousin and for the family of Carl Donato, upon his passing. 
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, lung cancer. 
* Maxine Parker and her family.  
* Tommy Deadwyler undergoing cancer treatments. 
* Jim Crysel upon the death of his wife Cheryl. 
* Susan Lockhart’s granddaughter, Boden Ruby, 1 year, health issues.  
* Michael Fisher, recovering from open heart surgery.  
* Bob Scheetz, brother of Sherry Hopper, in rehab.  
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Jimmie Tinius and Family, upon the passing of Richard. 
* Jennifer Bagley, upcoming shoulder surgery. 
* Suzi Anderson, ongoing health concerns. 
* Jake Carlton, recovering from surgery. 
* Hal Symes, recently moved back to Magnolia Hills in Demorest. 
* Jim Perkins, recovering shoulder surgery August 11. 
* Jerry Thomas, recovering from surgery. 
* Lee Walker, Joy Pruett's daughter, upcoming surgery Sept 21 
 
 

 
Those Serving 

 
This Sunday (9-11) 

 
Next Sunday (9-18) 

Usher             Rod & Sue Gailey Rod & Sue Gailey 
Lector         Ann Tipton David L. Johnson 
Time w/ children                     Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Age 4 & 5 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Needed 
Needed 
Jennifer Herrera 

Tricia Page 
Anna Bennett 
Needed 

Fellowship* Gwen Aumann & Cindy White The Kings & The Whites 
Flowers Patrick & Clarissa Evans Patrick & Clarissa Evans 
Teller Rod Gailey Rod Gailey 

   
Calendar 

  
Wednesdays  7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 

10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 
1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Cafe  
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd& 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
Wed, Sep 14th, 1 pm 
 

Ladies luncheon, sign up in Fellowship Hall $5.00 
Deadline to sign up Sept. 11th 

Sept 18th to 24th NPC will be providing dinner for Family Promise families at 
their new house in Cleveland Ga. If you would like to help 
please contact Sue Gailey at 706-993-6883. 
or gaileysue71@gmail.com 

  
General Contributions: Jan 1st to July 31st, 2022 

 

Budget:  $182,355.00                  Actual:   $ 177,847.90 
 

 
A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 

THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND THE CHANCEL AREA OR 
THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 

 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 

mailto:gaileysue71@gmail.com

