
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2022 
 

GATHERING 
Ringing the Bell                                                                                                              Usher 
Welcome and Announcements  

This time is an opportunity to share special events  
coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
    And also with you. 

(Sharing the peace of Christ.  Please greet those near you.) 
As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time, 

all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time. 
 
*Gathering Hymn # 583                                                                                     Congregation 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

*Greeting and Call to Worship 
The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
     And also with you. 
Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
     plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
           to give you a future with hope.                                                        Jeremiah 29:11   
Praise the Lord. 
     The Lord’s name be praised 
Let us worship God. 

 
Instrumental Act of Praise To Solace My Heart   Barbara Luhn 

Rebecca Oswald  
 

Opening Prayer 
O God, you are rich in love for your people. Show us the treasure that endures and, when we are 
tempted by greed, remind us of your lavish mercy. Call us back into your service and make us 
worthy to be entrusted with the wealth that never fails. We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise #327            From All That Dwell Below the Skies    Congregation 
 
*Call to Confession 
*Confession of Sin (Unison) 

  Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
  In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we 
shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
 

(Silent Prayers) 
*Declaration of Forgiveness 

Hear the good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn? 
    Only Christ, and Christ lived for us, 
    Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
    Christ reigns in power for us. Christ prays for us. 



 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 

 Amen. 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Al-le-lu-ia!  Al-le-lu-ia! 

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! (#587) 
~~~~~~~~ 

 
THE WORD 

The Word with the Children                                                                           Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Amos 8:4-7                                                                               David Johnson 
 The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 113                                                                      David Johnson 

Hallelujah! 
Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 
praise the name of the LORD. 
 Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 
 from this time forth forevermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its going down 
let the name of the LORD be praised.   
 High above all nations is the LORD, 
 whose glory is above the heavens.  
Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high 
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?  
 The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 
 and lifts up the poor from the ashes.  
The LORD sets them with the nobles, 
with the nobles of the chosen people.  
 The LORD makes the woman of a childless  
 house to be a joyful mother of children.                      

  
Anthem Poor Man Lazrus Choir    

arr. Jester Hairston 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 16:1-13  
                        
The Gospel of the Lord. 
   Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon                                                                                                            Teresa Franklin 
 

(Silent Reflection) 
 

*Hymn #805  Come Sing to God                           Congregation 
 
Prayers of the People 

     Creator God, you call us to love and serve you with body, mind, and spirit through loving your 
creation and our sisters and brothers. Open our hearts in compassion and receive these petitions on 
behalf of the needs of the church and the world.  

Congregational Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 Holy One, hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards of the fragile bounty of this earth so that 
we may be entrusted with the riches of heaven. Amen. 
 

Offering 
Offertory Improvisation on “Balm in Gilead”   Barbara Luhn 

arr. Joseph M. Martin 
 



*Doxology #607 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
* Prayer of Thanksgiving 
        Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
             It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

God of all mercies, we give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and 
to all people. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your boundless love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace and for the hope of glory.    
       Give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth 
your praise, not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
         ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 

SENDING 
 
*Hymn #187  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us  Congregation 
 
*Charge and Blessing                                                                                               

Go forth in the name of the Lord. 
If you are able, may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk, may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer, or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love.  Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*Postlude  Fantasia in E                                       Barbara Luhn 

arr. Georg Philipp Telemann 
 

 
 
 
 

Today’s floral arrangement was given by Jason and Ashley Lemley,  
“Given to the glory of God and in honor of our daughter, Malaya,  

in celebration of her eighteenth birthday.” 
 

 
 
 
 

The 2022 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Masks Encouraged: A recommendation from the Public Worship Taskforce 
If you are concerned about infecting or becoming infected with COVID-19 while at the church, please 
wear a mask to indicate to others your desire for social distancing. Please respect the unspoken request 
of those wearing masks by refraining from shaking hands, hugging or sitting or standing within three 
feet of them. Thank-you for your consideration of the well-being of all our attendees. 



 
Prayer Concerns: 
* Caroline Curran, undergoing radiation therapy. 
* Barbara Johnston is at home recovering. 
* Jerome Hamm. 
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Marietta Preacher, Vicki's cousin and for the family of Carl Donato, upon his passing. 
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, lung cancer. 
* Maxine Parker and her family.  
* Tommy Deadwyler undergoing cancer treatments. 
* Jim Crysel upon the death of his wife Cheryl. 
* Susan Lockhart’s granddaughter, Boden Ruby, 1 year, health issues.  
* Bob Scheetz, brother of Sherry Hopper, in Macon hospital.  
* Evelyn Hoult’s cousin, David Marshall, recovering from cancer surgery.  
* Jimmie Tinius and Family, upon the passing of Richard. 
* Jennifer Bagley, recovering from shoulder surgery. 
* Suzi Anderson, ongoing health concerns. 
* Jake Carlton, recovering from surgery. 
* Jim Perkins, recovering shoulder surgery August 11. 
* Jerry Thomas, recovering from surgery. 
* Lee Walker, Joy Pruett's daughter, upcoming surgery Sept 21 
 
 
 

 
Those Serving 

 
This Sunday (9-18) 

 
Next Sunday (9-25) 

Usher             Rod & Sue Gailey Rod & Sue Gailey 
Lector         David Johnson Jennifer Thomas 
Time w/ children                     Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Age 4 & 5 
Grades 1st to 5th 
Grades 6th to 12th 

Tricia Page 
Anna Bennett 
Needed 

Needed 
Karen Brown 
Jonathan Stribling 

Fellowship* The Kings & The Whites Celebration Day 
Flowers Jason & Ashley Lemley Patrick & Clarissa Evans 
Teller Rod Gailey Rod Gailey 
 
 

  

Calendar 

 
Wednesdays  7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 

10:15 am Tai Chi Chih with Teresa 
1st Wednesday 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Crossroads Cafe  
11 am Woman’s Spirituality Group 

2nd& 4th Wednesday 11 am Centering Prayer 
Sat, Oct 1st, 4 pm Fall Gathering  
Sept 18th to 24th 

 

 

 

 

NPC will be providing dinner for Family Promise families at 
their new house in Cleveland Ga. If you would like to help 
please contact Sue Gailey at 706-993-6883. 
or gaileysue71@gmail.com 
 

  
General Contributions: Jan 1st to Aug 31st, 2022 

 

Budget:  $182,355.00                  Actual:   $177,847.90 
 
 

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND THE CHANCEL AREA OR 

THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 
 

Teresa Franklin, Interim Pastor 
Phone: 706-499-8074, Email: revteresafranklin@gmail.com 

mailto:gaileysue71@gmail.com

