
         THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
   FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

MARCH 27TH, 2022 
GATHERING 

 
Ringing the Bell 
Welcome and Announcements  

This time is an opportunity to share special 
events coming up for the church or the community. 

This time is also for sharing prayer concerns or celebrations 
in more detail than is customary in the “Prayers of the People.” 

 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Chris be with you.                      
    And also with you.                                                                  
 (Sharing the peace of Christ.  Please greet those near you.) 
 As the “Gathering Hymn” is played through the first time,  
 all are invited to prepare to join in singing as it is played through a second time.  
 
*Gathering Hymn #288 (Alt.)  Spirit of the Living God Congregation 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. 

Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us.  
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  

 
*Greeting and Call to Worship 
      The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
    And also with you. 
Jesus said:  
 Return to the Lord your God, 
 for God is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Joel 2:13 
  Praise the Lord. 
    The Lord’s name be praised. 
 Let us worship God. 
 
Instrumental Act of Praise                           Deep River        Barbara Luhn 

arr. Brad Nix  
 

Opening Prayer 
  Eternal Lover of our wayward race, 
we praise you for your ever-open door.   
You open your arms to accept us 
even before we turn to meet your welcome;  
you invite us to forgiveness 
even before our hearts are softened to repentance. 
Hold before us the image our humanity made new, 
that we may live in Jesus Christ, the model and the pioneer of your new creation.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Praise #23           God, You Spin the Whirling Planets                           Congregation 
 
Call to Confession 
Confession of Sin (Unison) 
   Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.  
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has 
become for us a consuming fire of judgment.   
      Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be 
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through 
Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  

(Silent Prayers) 
 

~~~~~~~~ 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. (#576) 

~~~~~~~~ 



Declaration of Forgiveness 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins,  
strengthen us in all goodness,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep us in eternal life.   Amen. 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

Time with Children        Teresa Franklin 
 
First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12                                                                             Barry Whittemore 
  
Psalm (Responsive): Psalm 32:1-7, 11  Barry Whittemore 
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
and whose sin is put away! 

Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
because of my groaning all day long.   

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
my strength was dried up as in the heat of the summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and did not conceal my guilt. 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” 
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21                                                           Barry Whittemore 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Anthem How Lovely are the Messengers Choir 

Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Teresa Franklin  
 

(Silent Reflection) 
 

 
*Hymn #445 God, How Can We Forgive Congregation 
 
 
Prayers of the People ~ Intercession for Lent 
Jesus, remember us when you come into your reign.   
Hear our intercessions. 
For your church around the world, 

we ask new life. 
For all who carry out ministries in your church, 

we ask grace and wisdom. 
For people who have accepted spiritual disciplines, 

we ask inspired discipleship. 



For Christians of every land, 
we ask new unity in your name. 

For Jews and Muslims and people of other faiths, 
we ask your divine blessing. 

For those who cannot believe, 
we ask your faithful love. 

For governors and rulers in every land, 
we ask your guidance. 

For victims of war and all refugees, 
we ask your mercy. 

For people who suffer and sorrow, 
we ask your healing peace. 

 
Congregational Intercessions  

Holy God, your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a fractured world and brought humanity the 
gift of reconciliation by the grace he embodied.  Teach those who bear the name of Christ to 
follow the example he gave us.  May our faith, hope, and charity turn hatred to love, conflict to 
peace, and death to eternal life; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Offering                                                              
Offertory                                                   Simple Gifts Barbara Luhn 

Arr. Liz Story 
 

*Doxology # 607 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
        God of compassion, we praise you that you look upon our frail lives with love and  

        understanding, and that you desire for us all new life in Jesus Christ.  We are  
        overwhelmed by your love, which goes to the cross for us, endures the grave, and leads  
        us to new life. 

   By your Spirit, strengthen our souls to be brave and bold in Christ’s service.  Take our          
offerings, and use them and us for your purposes, in the name of Jesus Christ,  
our crucified and risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 ...forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us... 
 

SENDING 
 

*Hymn  #741    Guide My Feet                             Congregation    
               
*Charge and Blessing 

Go forth in the name of the Lord. 
If you are able,  
may you walk at God’s side. 
If you are not able to walk,  
may you ride on the shoulders 
of our strong Deliverer;  
or lie nestled in the crook of God’s arm, 
or clasped to the heart that holds us in God’s love. Amen. 

 
*Postlude 
 
 

The flowers are placed by Cheryl Vandiver 
“These flowers are provided for God's glory and in memory of our dear 

 friend Maxine Hamm that left this Earth for Heaven two years ago.” 
 
                    



Prayer Concerns: 
 
* Keith Mahler is recovering from a stroke. He is at the Friendship Health  
     & Rehabilitation Center in Cleveland.  He welcomes cards and visits. 
* Jerome Hamm in hospice care at home. 
* Jeanie Daves recovering from surgery.  
* Ed and Joyce Rand, health concerns. 
* Linda Smith, sister of Jean Bradley. 
* Joimarie McMorrough, friend of Vicki and Linda.  
* Sheilah Welsch, sister-in-law Martha, lung cancer. 
* Monica Knight’s mother, Elfi Justice, cancer. 
* Jennifer Bagley recovering from shoulder surgery. 
* Barbara Williamson’s family upon her death. 
* Berma Hamilton, at home recovering from a fall.  
* Sheila Bartlett recovering from a fall. 
* Joe Robertson, Anna Bennett’s father, after open heart surgery. 
* Sherry Perkins, recovering from surgery.  
* Debbie Short, Sherry Perkins’ sister, recovering from surgery due to brain aneurysm. 
* Nance Burrell requests prayers as she awaits hip replacement surgery on May 11th. 
* Elizabeth Wells, friend of NPC, hospitalized at NE Georgia Medical Ctr.  
* Linda Harding and family upon the death of her father, James Harding. 
* Jason Lemley, recovering from surgery. 
* Sherry Taylor, upon the loss of her mother. 
* Paul Aaron as he undergoes chemotherapy for cancer.  
 

 
 
Those Serving 

 
This Sunday (3-27) 

 
Next Sunday (4-3) 

Usher             Cheryl & Jerry Vandiver Dottie Foster & Vi Vaughn 
Lector         Barry Whittemore David L Johnson 
Time w/ children                     Teresa Franklin Teresa Franklin 
Pre-school & Elementary Needed  

Needed 
Needed  
Needed 

Fellowship  Coffee Only Coffee Only 
Flowers Cheryl Vandiver Needed 
Teller Cheryl Vandiver Ingrid Inglis 
   
 
Calendar  
   
Wednesdays 7:30 am & 5:30 pm Outside Group Downstairs Room 
First Wednesday 11 am to 12:30 pm – Woman’s Spirituality Group 
Third Wednesday 11 am to 12:30 pm – Woman’s Spirituality Group 
  
  
  
         
                                                 General Contributions: 2022 as of Feb 28th 
 

                               Budget:       $42,679.00        Actual:        $56,951.75 

 
 
John reports that the Palestine Olive Oil will be unavailable until (probably) early Spring 
due to unavoidable border and shipping problems at the moment. Please continue to pray as you 
can for the beleaguered Palestinian farmers.  
 
 

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
THE NURSERY IS OFF THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (THROUGH THE DOORS BEHIND THE 
 CHANCEL AREA OR THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOORS ON THE SIDE OF THE CHURCH). 

 
 

The 2022 Sanctuary Flower schedule is posted on the wall in the Narthex. 
Please sign up to provide flowers for the sanctuary. 


