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  A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost; October 20th, 2013 

Luke 18:1-8 
“Prayer or Despair” 

~~~~~~~~ 
Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them 

to pray consistently and never quit.  (Jesus) said, “There was 

once a judge in some city who never gave God a thought and 

cared nothing for people.  A widow in that city kept after him: 

‘My rights are being violated. Protect me!’ 

 “He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on 

and on he said to himself, ‘I care nothing what God thinks, even 

less what people think. But because this widow won’t quit 

badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she gets 

justice – otherwise, I’m going to end up beaten black-and-blue 

by her pounding.’” 

 Then the Master (Jesus) said, “Do you hear what that 

judge, corrupt as he is, is saying?  So what makes you think 

God won’t step in and work justice for (God’s) chosen people, 

who continue to cry out for help?  Won’t (God) stick up for 

them?  I assure you, God will.  God will not drag feet.  But 

how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man 

find on the earth when he returns?” (From The Message by 

Eugene Peterson) 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~  
 

The following is a fictionalized version of a true story; in other 
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words, the names have been changed to protect the innocent and 

the guilty... 
 
The situation was definitely a “David versus Goliath.”  She was 
almost in tears telling me about it.  Several months back she 
paid her cell-phone company $125 – more than she could afford 
at the time – to cancel her contract because she was moving.  
Though that hurt – to have to pay $125 simply to stop service – 
it was in the original paper work; so she swallowed hard and did 
it.  She thought that was the end of the matter.   
 
Well, she moved away as she planned.  She did not give them a 
forwarding address because she cancelled the contract.  
Somehow the company failed to make note of the fact that the 
contract had been legally and expensively cancelled, and they 
continued to send her bills.  She, of course, never got the bills.  
The company turned her account over to a collection agency.   
 
The collection agency found her, of course they did.  She owed 
money for months of service and late fees.  All of it was for an 
account that she had cancelled, but that did not matter to her 
pursuers.  Her protestations landed on deaf ears, but she kept 
calling customer service and any other numbers she could find.  
For a while they told her it was out of their hands because they 
had turned her account over to “Couldn’t Care Less Collection 
Agency.”  She told Goliath Telephone she was going to the 
Better Business Bureau and she was going to contact her lawyer 
(she didn’t really have a lawyer, but it sounded tough).  She 
wanted justice. 
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She did not have much money at the time of the proper 
cancellation and she does not have much money now.  Plus, she 
did not want her future credit potential to be damaged; so she 
persisted in her fight against the billion dollar giant.  Finally, 
after days of lost time making phone calls, after days of thinking 
she was powerless, after days of anger and frustration, a bare 
minimum of justice was served – the company waived all the 
bills.  No apologies.  No gift card.  They just waived the bills.   
My persistent friend – we can call her Davida – finally 
triumphed over her gargantuan opposition, Goliath Telephone 
Company.   

~~~~~~~~ 
Jesus’ parable is for all the Davidas in the world.  Jesus’ 
parable about the widow and the unjust judge is a parable about 
prayerfully keeping up the fight against injustice.  Jesus’ 
parable is about not losing heart in the midst of what seems like 
overwhelming odds.  Maybe the widow’s name was Davida 
and Jesus wanted her and all her powerless brothers and sisters 
to recognize this important truth:   

God is always on the side of the oppressed,  

and justice will triumph!   

So keep praying and working for justice; it will come!   
~~~~~~~~ 

Another thing Jesus does not tell us in the parable (besides the 
name of the widow we are calling Davida) is how long the 
widow persisted in her protestations to the judge.  Was it a few 
days, a few weeks, a few months, a few years, a few decades?  
We don’t know.  It could have been any of the above.  But I 
imagine the widow had to keep coming to the judge for a long 
time before he would grant her justice.  More likely than not 
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the judge was on the side of the widow’s opponent.  More 
likely than not special interests lined the pockets of the judge to 
keep the rulings coming in favor of the rich and powerful ones 
who wanted things to stay just as they were for profits to remain 
high.  The widow was not a player in terms of her collateral and 
voter influence.  So, I imagine she had to stay at the judge for 
long time before he would grant her justice.   
 
Sadly, it seems to take a long time for the worldly power players 
to realize that if they are not on the side of providing for the 
weak and vulnerable in the world, then they are not on the side 
of God.  Sadly, it seems that societies tend to judge themselves 
on how well the most powerful are fairing rather than on how 
well the most vulnerable are fairing.   

~~~~~~~~ 
Luke tells us that Jesus told this parable to his disciples to 
instruct them about their need to pray always and to never lose 
heart.  It seems that Jesus knew that his disciples would often 
be on the short end of the stick when it came to earthly power.  
But Jesus wanted his followers to remember that through 
persistence in prayer (we) will find our hearts strengthened.  
Through prayer we can come to an awareness of the real and 
ultimate power in the world – that is, the power of God.  
Through prayer we can tap the root of justice and compassion 
and hope and therefore find the staying power for the ongoing 
struggle for God’s reign on earth.   
How long did Davida keep coming to judge Goliath?  I think a 
long time, and as she did her faith and her heart were 
strengthened because her cause was just.  She was on God’s 
side in her struggles and therefore she could keep hope alive in 
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her heart.  Jesus wants us to pray always and especially when 
we are working on behalf of justice in the world, because by 
praying we keep our spirits high and we keep hearts strong and 
full of courage.   
 
Frightened and demoralized people are no political threat –  
that is the tactic of the regime in Syria and every other despotic 
regime in the world.  Scare people with brutal violence and do 
it often and without mercy so that the people will not rise up to 
challenge their oppression.  But ... 

People who pray and pray and pray keep fears at bay.   
People who pray and pray and pray  

keep hearts in touch with God  
who is always on the side of the oppressed.   

People who pray and pray and pray  
are filled with hope  

that one day all people will be free, all divisions healed,  
and the whole creation will sing with one voice of love. 

~~~~~~~~ 
In Paul Rogat Loeb’s book Soul of a Citizen: Living by 

Conviction in a Cynical Time there is a story told to Mr. Loeb 
by Sonya Vetra Tinsely – an activists in Atlanta. She said: 
 Every day presents infinite reasons to believe that change 

can’t happen, infinite reasons to give up.  But I always tell 

myself, “Sonya, you have to pick your team.”  It seems to me 

that there are two teams in this world.  And that you can find 

evidence to support the arguments of both.  The trademark of 

one team is cynicism.  They’ll tell you why what you’re doing 

doesn’t matter, why nothing is going to change, why no matter 

how hard you work, you’re going to fail.  They seem to get 
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satisfaction out of explaining how we’ll always have injustice.  

You can’t change human nature, they say.  It’s foolish to try.  

From their experience, they might be right.   

 Then there’s another group of people who admit that they 

don’t know how things will turn out, but have decided to work 

for change.  I see Martin Luther King on that team... I see my 

chaplain from college and my activist friends.  They’re always 

telling stories of faith being rewarded, of ways things could be 

different, of how their own lives have changed.  They’ll give 

you reasons why you shouldn’t give up, testimonials why we’ve 

yet to see our full potential as a species.  They believe we’re 

partners in God’s creation, and that change is really possible. 

 There are times when both teams seem right.  Both have 

evidence.  We’ll never know who’s really going to prevail.  So 

I just have to decide which team seems happier, which side I’d 

rather be on.  And for me that means choosing on the side of 

faith.  Because on the side of cynicism, even if they’re right, 

who wants to win that argument anyway.  If I’m going to stick 

with somebody, I’d rather stick with people who have a sense of 

possibility and hope.  I just know that’s the side I want to be on     
(As told in The Impossible Will Take a Little While, edited by 
Paul Rogat Loeb,  pp.346-347).  So said Sonya Vetra Tinsely. 

~~~~~~~~ 
I think the widow in Jesus’ parable chose a team.   

She chose the team of faith, hope, prayer  
and working for justice.   

We have to be the judge for ourselves –  
what team do we want to join?   

Those who pray and hope and work for positive change; or, 
those who grasp and fear and care for no one else.   
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Time’s a-wasting – we have to pick a team –  
will it be prayer or despair? 
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