
A Sermon by Robert W. Prim

“Ascension Sunday” – May 12th, 2013

Acts 1:1-11

“The Ascension Riddle”

~~~~~~~~

There is a scene in the book and movie The Hobbit that has 

Bilbo Baggins and Gollum trading riddles.  Here are a few:

What has roots as nobody sees, 

Is taller than trees,

Up, up it goes,

And yet never grows?

Answer:  Mountain

Thirty white horses on a red hill, 

First they champ,

Then they stamp,

Then they stand still.

Answer: Teeth

This thing all things devours:

Birds, beasts, trees, flowers;

Gnaws iron, bites steel;

Grinds hard stones to meal;

Slays king, ruins town,

And beats high mountain down.

Answer: Time

~~~~~~~~
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I’ve created a little riddle to bring us into the sermon today.

Down, down, down he goes

yet all the while he rises;

up, up, up he goes

yet all the while he descends;

to others his Spirit he lends.

Answer: Jesus

This is the Sunday we tell the story 

of Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  

The story is like a series of riddles.  

Who rises but you do not see by looking up?  Jesus.

Who descends only to land at the highest place?  Jesus.

Where is the place to which we journey 

that is the place we are all along the way? 

Heaven. 

~~~~~~~~

One of the questions that is raised in the story of Jesus’ 

ascension is the question of heaven. Where is heaven?  Too 

often our faith, the Christian faith, is thought of as “other-

worldly,” “pie-in-the-sky in the sweet bye and bye,” “fanciful 

dreaming of streets paved in gold,” etc...  The truth is that our 

faith is very much grounded in the world today – Thy Kingdom 

come on earth as it is in heaven –   Jesus taught us to pray. 

Heaven begins here and now.  Catherine of Siena wrote –  All 

the way to heaven is heaven.  And Henry David Thoreau 

captured the idea when he said: Heaven is under our feet as well  

as over our head.  
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I believe there is an ultimate journey that takes place beyond this 

life  into full participation in the Divine communion.  I believe 

there is some kind of life after death.  I do not know this with 

absolute certainty; I accept it on faith.  What I am sure of is that 

the journey into heaven, into eternity, begins very much in this 

world, on this earth, with our fellow human beings and creatures 

of this planet.

When the disciples were standing watching Jesus ascend into 

heaven –  the heaven beyond this life –  two men in white robes 

appeared to them and said –  Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way you saw him 

go into heaven.  I think the robed men knew the temptation the 

disciples where facing at that moment to make of their faith a 

dream world beyond the creation of which they were already a 

part;  so, the robed men redirected their vision.  He will come in  

the same way you saw him go into heaven.

Where I think the disciples where making a mistake was to think 

that Jesus began going to heaven forty days after the resurrection 

–  that his ascent began with the cloudy levitation.  The truth of 

the matter is that Jesus began going to heaven the moment he 

began to love the people of this world.  Jesus’ ascent began with 

his compassion, his kindness, his love for his fellow human 

beings.  So, to find our way to heaven we are not to look to the 

clouds; rather, we are to look to our companions on this earth.  

Jesus began his ascent into heaven by loving the world God 

created.  The ascension of Jesus into heaven is not a call to 
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disinherit the earth; rather, it is a strong call to follow Jesus into 

heaven by loving in the here and now, by keeping our feet on 

this earth, by sharing loving kindness with our neighbors. 

~~~~~~~~

It intrigued the congregation to see their rabbi disappear 

each week on the eve of the Sabbath.  They suspected he was 

secretly meeting with the Almighty, so they recruited one of their  

number to follow him.

This is what the man saw: the rabbi disguised himself in 

peasant clothes and served a paralyzed Gentile woman in her 

cottage, cleaning out the room and preparing a Sabbath meal  

for her.

When the spy got back, the congregation asked, “Where 

did the rabbi go?  Did he ascend to heaven?”

“No,” the man replied, “he went even higher.”

(Taking Flight, by Anthony de Mello, S.J. page 162)

~~~~~~~~

Down, down, down he goes 

yet all the while he rises;

up, up, up he goes 

yet all the while he descends;

to others his Spirit he lends!

~~~~~~~~

Thanks be to God 

for Jesus 

who shows us the way to heaven

and lends us his Spirit.

Amen.
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