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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost; October 28th, 2018 

Mark 10:46-52 

“Over and Next” 

~~~~~~~~ 

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd 

were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind 

beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was 

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be 

quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And 

they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he 

is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 

came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to 

do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see 

again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 

Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

~~~~~~~~  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Back in 1986, during my last year in seminary, I wrote a 

thirty-three page paper on the story of Bartimaeus that 

concluded with a sermon!!!  So, get comfortable... just 

kidding.... I could not even bring myself to read it again...    

 

I did skim the paper and the point of the paper was to outline the 

process of moving from Biblical text to sermon; so, there is a lot 

in there about this story and how you might preach it.  As I 
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skimmed through the paper I was reminded of a few interesting 

things about this story–  

*This story is the conclusion of the middle section of Mark 

that begins with the healing of the blind man in Bethsaida 

and ends with is the healing of a blind man in Jericho. 

 *This is the last healing miracle recorded in Mark’s gospel. 

*Because we are given the name of the person healed, the 

story seems, in Mark’s construction of the Jesus narrative, 

to function as a legendary story about what it means to 

have an open-eyed discipleship of following Jesus “on the 

way” – that is, following Jesus to the cross. 

*Bartimaeus, the man healed, was asked by Jesus the same 

question that Jesus asked James and John after they asked 

Jesus to do for them whatever they asked of him  – Jesus 

asked James, John, and Bartimaeus – “What do you want 

me to do for you?”   

Mark seems to be contrasting the disciples who want to be 

in places of power with Bartimaeus who is given sight and 

follows Jesus to the cross –  “on the way.” 

*Bartimaeus leaves his mantle, his cloak, and never comes 

back for it –  this seems to imply a totally new way of life 

for the blind man who was given his sight. 

*Once again the disciples –  as with the unknown exorcist 

and with the children trying to get to Jesus – were trying to 

protect their insider status; yet, Jesus responded to the 

outsider who in turn became a model for discipleship.   

I could tell you muuuch more ... I have 33 pages ... but I’ll save 

some of it for another time... 

~~~~~~~~ 

Today and only briefly because we have things to do to 
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celebrate our widening of the welcome at Nacoochee 

Presbyterian Church I want to focus on two aspects of the story 

– the leaving of the cloak behind;  

– and, the making room for the outsider who, though 

resisted by the insiders, brings gifts to community. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Norman Lear was on the radio show “Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell 

Me” back in 2015; I just heard it on a podcast this week.  At the 

time taping of the show he was 93 years old and a month away 

from 94.  Peter Seigle, the host of the news, comedy show, 

asked the famous television producer, writer if he had any 

advice for the rest of us who want to stay as productive and spry 

as he late into life.  Mr. Lear said that his advice boils down to 

two simple words, two of the simplest words in the English 

language – “Over and Next.”  He said that when something is 

over it is over and we are then on to what is next.  If there is a 

hammock, he said, between “Over and Next” that would be 

what it means to live in the present.   

 

That is pretty good advice, I think.  It makes good sense to me 

to recognize when something is over and not dwell on it or pine 

for it or live in the past.  Not always easy to do but helpful to 

set one’s mind upon it.   

~~~~~~~~ 

I suspect Bartimaeus came to a recognition that his old life was 

“over” and he was moving on to the “next.”  To be sure, I may 

be making too much of the fact that Bartimaeus threw off his 

cloak, his mantle and then never returned for it... but on this day 

I want to take that as a narrative clue about what happened to 

Bartimeaus – he was moving from “over” to “next” and it was 
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life giving to him.  He did not need anymore to cling to his old 

life because for him a new life had begun.  He threw off the 

heavy mantle of his old life and took on the light mantle of 

Christ even as he walked on the way to Jerusalem. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Maybe for some of us there is some part of our lives  

that needs to be put in the category of “over?”   

Maybe there is for some of us some event, sin, thing –   

maybe even a good thing –  

that is holding us back from the “next” in our lives?   

Maybe some of us need to let go of a past we cannot change?   

Maybe some of us need to allow ourselves to be free  

from some failing that weighs down the present  

and blocks the unfolding of a future of abundant life?   

Jesus is saying – it is over, behold a new life has begun!   

Jesus is inviting us into the next of our lives... praise be!   

~~~~~~~~ 

As a community of faith we need to be ready to let certain 

things in our common life to be over... which leads me to the 

second point of this sermon.   

 

Jesus had eyes for the ones who were blocked out of the new 

reign of love he came to inaugurate.  Jesus saw the sinners, the 

children, the blind, the lame, the outcasts, the one’s who society 

tried to bar from making a way back into the good graces of 

religious institutions and the wider society. Jesus was all about 

widening the welcome into God’s reign of love.  The narrow 

way that failed to take into account the ways in which people 

were hindered from coming into the community of faith were 

broadened and the doors were unlocked and the way was made 
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straight and the blind, lame, children would always have safe 

passage into the great company of God’s people.   

~~~~~~~~~ 

Our eyes as a community of faith have been opened.  We came 

to a vision that this space did not match our spirit. This 

community of faith has always been committed to a broad 

welcome so much so that we have faced opposition at times to 

our commitments to full inclusion. This community of faith has 

tried to address issues in church and society that are oppressive 

and unjust and our actions have been inspiring to some and 

maddening to others.  We have not always been perfect in 

addressing these things and we are sometimes too timid or 

wrongheaded or unloving toward our opposition.  There have 

been times when we have not had a proper humility in dealing 

with complex issues and problems. We do, however, hear the 

call of Jesus to respect and love all people no matter race, sexual 

orientation, gender identification, age, political party, even 

creed... we have a history of seeking to create a place at the 

table of God’s grace for all, a house where all are welcome, a 

place where we embody love that never lets any one of us go.  

That is our calling and we have heard it and done our best,   

 but ... 

 

We had not done enough to show hospitality to the differently 

able-d people in our community.  This church building has 

been well-suited for the strong, the easily mobile, the ones 

comfortable enough to enter a crowded room and find a place. 

 

We are not done, but today we have made good strides in the 

direction of making a place for all God’s children even those 
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who cannot walk very far, even those bound to a wheelchair, 

even those with children who need not be crossing a busy 

highway to get to church.  The “next” for us is an 

ever-expanding welcome.  The “over” for us is thinking we do 

not need to do anything differently to make room for those who 

are not as physically able as some of us are.  Today the parking, 

the bathrooms, the ramp are part of our opening our doors to 

welcome all who would come to worship and serve the One who 

made room for the outsiders, the One who made room for those 

trying to leave a sinful past behind, the One who wanted all of 

us to know that the old life is over and a new life has begun! 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


