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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

19th Sunday after Pentecost; September 30th, 2018 

Mark 9:38-41 

“Living without Jealousy into Vocation” 

~~~~~~~~ 

 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was 

not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one 

who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for 

us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 

the reward.” 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jealousy is an ugly trait.   

Jealousy is destructive to our relationships. 

Jealousy is born of a poor self-esteem  

that sees others as a threat. 

Jealousy leads down a road of blind loyalty to tribe 

as a protection of a fragile sense of worth. 

Jealousy blocks our vision of our own gifts. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Just a few verses before the ones we just read there is a story 

about a father bringing his son to Jesus.  The father says this to 

Jesus – Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit that 

makes him unable to speak; and whenever it seizes him, it 

dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
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becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, but they 

could not do so (Mark 9:17-18).  And then we hear this in the 

verses for today – John said: Teacher, we saw someone casting 

out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he 

was not following us. The disciples, those closest to Jesus who 

had been with him from the beginning, had been unable to cast 

out the demon of the boy and then they see someone not close to 

Jesus, not with Jesus from the beginning, not a part of the inner 

circle casting out demons in Jesus’ name and the disciples 

wanted him to stop.   

~~~~~~~~ 

It seems like jealousy to me.  The disciples were questioning 

their own worth, they were deciding to keep the tribe small so as 

not to have others raise issues in their minds about their value in 

the eyes of Jesus.  The disciples saw the outsider as a threat to 

their relationship to Jesus, as someone who diminished their 

worth and unique status with their hero. 

~~~~~~~~ 

An example of this in my own life takes me back to a garden 

just outside the gates of Furman University pulling weeds in 

L.D. Johnson’s vegetable patch.  L. D. Johnson was the 

chaplain at Furman and he was a hero to me.  I was a young 

man beginning to feel stirrings in the direction of teaching 

religion or becoming a pastor and Dr. Johnson was both and he 

was inspirational.  I volunteered to help him in his garden.  He 

was a grizzled man from Oklahoma who looked like an Old 

Testament prophet, but he was getting older and I figured could 

use a little help.  He probably did not need it but knew I was 

after something beyond helping an old man; so, he invited me to 

join him.  We pulled weeds and talked.  For weeks on Tuesday 
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afternoons we worked in the garden. 

 

Then my friend Bill started to show up.  He had some of the 

same inclinations as I did and he looked at L. D. in much the 

same way I did; so, one day there he was pulling weeds and 

talking with my hero.  It was not a development I liked.  I 

remember feeling a little betrayed by Bill and L. D.  That was 

my time with Dr. Johnson.  It made me feel special, close to this 

man who embodied that to which I aspired.  I do not remember 

how this weeding and conversation ended – probably with the 

harvesting of vegetables – but I remember quite clearly my own 

jealousy toward Bill.  I was angry that Bill had invaded my 

space and made my own relationship with Dr. Johnson less 

unique and thereby, in my fragile mind, made me less unique. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jealousy can arise out of a sense that our value is somehow 

lodged in our nearness to the greatness of another.  We can 

mistakenly think that our value is not intrinsic.  The truth is that 

our value and worth is within our very being.  We are invited as 

followers of Jesus to know that we are created by God, belong 

to God, are loved by God and endowed with gifts by God.  Our 

status and place in God’s realm is sure and not measured by 

how we measure up to the gifts of others. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jealousy can also arise out of a failure to recognize that the God 

who created us has given us unique gifts.  We are not all the 

same.  We cannot all accomplish the same things.  We are 

endowed by our Maker with traits and abilities that we are 

invited to use in the world and in the church for the good of the 

whole.  We are different from one another and together we are 
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stronger as we share our gifts.  The goal is not to mimic other 

people but to be one’s self and to offer one’s unique gifts to the 

body of Christ, to the world. 

~~~~~~~~ 

In his book Let Your Life Speak: Listening to the Voice of 

Vocation, Parker Palmer begins with the searching question: “Is 

the life I am living the same as the life that wants to live in me?”  

Palmer believes that the way to find our calling in life is to 

listen to and accept our true self with its limits and potentials.  

We are not called to be someone else; we are called to listen to 

our lives and the gifts given us and then become ourselves and 

in so doing we find communion with others and ways of serving 

the world’s deepest needs.   

 

In the second chapter of the book entitled “Now I Become 

Myself,” Parker Palmer begins with twenty-one words from a 

May Sarton poem: 

Now I become myself. 

It’s taken time, many years and places. 

I have been dissolved and shaken, 

Worn other people’s faces ... 

Palmer says – “Vocation does not come from a voice ‘out there’ 

calling me to become something I am not.  It comes from a 

voice ‘in here’ calling me to be the person I was born to be, to 

fulfill the original selfhood given me at birth by God” (pps. 9-10).   

~~~~~~~~ 

One point being made here is that we are not to define our place, 

our worth, our value by trying to be someone else.  Our gifts 

are our gifts.  Our calling is our calling.  There is no need for 

jealousy toward someone who is more gifted in certain areas 
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than we are.  We are called, rather, to pay attention to what 

gifts we have been given and do our best to wear our own face. 

~~~~~~~~ 

In his book Souls on Fire: Portraits and Legends of Hasidic 

Masters, Elie Wiesel tells about two famous brothers, Hasidic 

teachers of the late 1700's.  One brother was intellectual and 

orderly, a great scholar, and his name was Elimelekh.  The 

other brother was simple, disorderly, a fool in many ways, and 

yet a great teacher of faith, and his name was Zusia.  Both were 

used by God to shape and save their people in easy and very 

difficult times.  There is in the record of these brothers a line 

from Zusia that calls to mind that we are all called to serve God 

with the gifts that we have, no matter what they are.  Here are a 

couple of arresting lines in Wiesel’s book –  

Before Rebbe Zusia died, he said: “When I shall face the 

celestial tribunal, I shall not be asked why I was not 

Abraham, Jacob or Moses.  I shall be asked why I was not 

Zusia (Souls on Fire, by Elie Wiesel, page 120).       

~~~~~~~~ 

Let us pay attention to the gifts God has given each one of us. 

We do not need to be jealous that our gifts are not the same as 

our neighbors gifts; rather, as we listen to our lives and discover 

the unique value and worth of our lives before God and within 

God’s beloved community then the world can be changed 

through our simple sharing of gifts, large and small.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


