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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

August 12th, 2018 

2 Samuel 13 

“The Strong Voice of Tamar” 

(Sermon Two) 

~~~~~~~~ 

The story you just heard is seldom heard.  The passage is not in 

the assigned readings for the church year (the Lectionary). 

When I was reading to get the fuller narrative of David and 

Absalom, I read this chapter.  I knew of it... sort of.  After 

reading it I wanted to know if it was part of the three-year cycle 

of readings for public worship and I had just avoided it.  It is 

not part of our common readings for the Lord’s Day. It is as if 

the Christian tradition accepted the advice of Absalom to Tamar 

to keep quiet about it.  

 

The story should be told because it is a story of timeless 

relevance.  The story deals with the seemingly undiminished 

capacity of men to think of women as sex objects to be used and 

discarded.  The story deals with a man with power deciding that 

he could have whatever he wanted and there would be no real 

consequences to his actions.  This story deals with a man being 

indifferent to the aftershocks of his capricious grasping and 

taking anything, including a woman’s body, that might bring a 

moment of feeling big.  The story remains shockingly relevant 

in 2018 and, sadly, I think it has always been relevant. 

 

Tamar is the hero of the story.  Tamar is the one who kept her 

head and tried to find a decent way forward with an 

unreasonable man forcing himself upon her.  Tamar is the one 
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who, once violated, did not keep quiet but made sure that her 

rape was known.  Tamar is the one who became a voice crying 

out in the wilderness of sexual violence. Tamar could speak 

because she was a princess, a member of the King’s household, 

but the lowly concubines who would later be raped by Tamar’s 

brother Absalom, they did not have a voice.  Tamar is the hero 

of the story because she named the violence and gave voice to 

the pain and degradation the violence brought upon her. 

 

Pamela Cooper-White has found in the story a witness to issues 

of violence against women that are still with us...Tamar’s story 

is still modern.  Dr. Cooper-White lays it out this way: 

*Tamar was sexually assaulted, not by a stranger, but by 

someone she knew. 

*The violation took place not in a dark alley or in a desolate 

park, but by a member of her own family in his home. 

*Tamar was exploited through one of her most vulnerable traits 

– her kindness and her upbringing to take care of the other. 

*Tamar said no; her no was not respected. 

*When Tamar sought help, she was told to keep quiet. 

*The process for achieving justice and restitution was taken out 

of her hands entirely and carried forward by her brother – it 

became men’s business. 

*In the end, it was her perpetrator for whom her father 

mourned, not for her. 

*The end of Tamar’s story happens with her. 
(As quoted by Bruce C. Birch in The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume II, p1306, 

from The Cry of Tamar: Violence Against Women and the Church’s Response by 

Pamela Cooper-White) 
~~~~~~~~ 
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Why read this story in worship? 

Here’s what I think...  

this story is one of courage and wisdom on the part of Tamar 

and to read it might inspire us  

to speak out against sexual violence  

and to combat the conspiracies of silence  

that have for too long allowed such violence  

to be ignored or, worse, denied (Bruce C. Birch, ibid, p. 1306). 

 

We should read this story in church ... 

because it might lead to the church being  

a community prepared to take action  

against continued patterns of violence  

against women in our culture  

and to stand in caring support  

of those who have already been victimized (ibid). 

~~~~~~~~ 

I had to go back to make sure I was right in my memory.  

Dorothy Day, one of the founders of the Catholic Worker’s 

Movement with Peter Maurin; Dorothy Day –  journalist, 

author, advocate for the poor, pacifist, one of four exemplary 

Americans listed by Pope Francis in his address to Congress  

(along with Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr, and 

Thomas Merton); Dorothy Day had a daughter.  The daughter 

was born right about the time that Dorothy Day was converting 

to Catholicism from her life bohemian lifestyle.  Dorothy Day, 

this strong, smart, passionate woman who became a tireless 

voice for the poor, had read her Bible carefully.  When her 

daughter was born she named her ... Tamar. 

~~~~~~~~ 
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Thanks be to God for all the witnesses  

to the beauty and value of every human being. 

Thanks be to God for the courage and voice of Tamar. 

Thanks be to God for all those in the Bible  

and in our lives  

who call us to our better angels.   

Amen. 


