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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

10th Sunday after Pentecost; July 29th, 2018 

Scripture Introduction and Sermon for 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

“You Are the Man!” 

~~~~~~~~ 

The story of David, Bathsheba, Uriah, and Nathan brings 

together all the things that common sense tells us not to bring up 

in polite conversation –  sex, politics, and religion. The Holy 

Bible, should we decide to read it or listen to it carefully, forces 

us to hear a story, a deeply true yet troubling story, about lust, 

misuse of political power, and the divine justice and mercy that 

loom over all human failings. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Ironically, it all started with a bath.  Bathsheba, the wife of 

Uriah the Hittite, might have been engaged in a ritual bath for 

purity – or was it simply a bath to wash away the grime of a 

Spring day in Jerusalem– either way, her beauty and nakedness 

were observed from above.   

 

There is an ancient practice within Judaism of the ritual bath –  

one that takes place in a kosher mikvah, a pool filled with water 

from natural sources –  that a woman goes through following 

her menstruation.  This bath symbolizes the purity of the 

woman and her readiness for sexual union with her husband.  

 

[There are laws within Judaism that demarcate when such a 

union is good.  The overarching law concerning sexual union is 

summed up by Maimonides, the twelfth century Jewish scholar, 

who wrote –  “Sexual union should be consummated only out 

of desire and as a result of joy of the husband and wife” (To Be a 
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Jew, by Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donin, page 124).   
 

Even within marriage, however, there are boundaries of time for 

sexual activity according to the traditions of Judaism. Orthodox 

Jewish law forbids sexual relations between husband and wife 

beginning with the onset of her monthly menstrual period to the 

end of seven “clean” days following menstruation (roughly 

twelve days altogether).  The Torah does not give explicit 

reasons for this separation (niddah) of the woman from her 

husband, but several possibilities have been suggested: 

*The separation fosters self-discipline and the practice of 

ruling passions. 

*The separation helps to minimize the element of boredom 

and routine in marriage; to keep alive romance and 

tenderness that comes with separation and expectation. 

*The separation enables one or both partners to rest up 

without being made to feel psychologically guilty or 

sexually inferior. 

Whatever reasons behind this time of separation, the end of the 

separation is marked by a ritual bath that represents “a cleansing 

of the mind, heart, and emotions enabling a wife to bring herself 

once again completely and without reservation to her husband 

and for her husband to receive her in like spirit” (ibid., page 126). ] 

~~~~~~~~ 

Whether Bathsheba was taking a ritual bath in a kosher mikvah 

or simply bathing at home for cleanliness or refreshment, she 

was at the point of coming out of the period of separation and 

purification and was ready for sexual union with her husband.  

But the family purity was defiled by the one who symbolized 

for Israel the covenant with God.   The family purity of Uriah 
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and Bathsheba’s family was ravaged by the lust of King David. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Late one afternoon David arose from a nap and was walking 

around his roof, like a restless lion with memories of the kill and 

claws still razor sharp but with joints too arthritic for the hunt.  

The King’s soldiers were on the battlefield, but for some reason 

–  maybe sore joints, maybe a sense of superiority, maybe it 

was simple laziness, maybe it was a creeping fear of death that 

was beginning to invade the heart of the boy who had faced 

Goliath, the armies of Saul and countless enemy soldiers, maybe 

it was simple strategy in that David was resting up for more 

fierce battles to come –  but for reasons unknown David, the 

older Lion, stayed home from the springtime battles.  David 

was on his roof stalking some new expression of manhood and 

power.   

~~~~~~~~ 

An old aphorism comes to mind: 

Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

~~~~~~~~ 

From the standpoint of a beautiful Jewish woman bathing within 

the vision of the King of Israel, David had absolute power.  

When the tired and restless King saw something he wanted, 

what was there to stand in his way of taking it?  The King, 

particularly one as rich in charisma and as steeped in the lore of 

a people rising to prominence and power as was David, had no 

physical barriers between himself and the shimmering radiance 

of Uriah’s wife.   All of Israel knew the stories of the Shepherd 

boy who stood tall and acted with cunning against all enemies.  

All of Israel knew of the pitiful and de-spiriting loses on the 

battlefield the nation endured under previous leadership.  King 
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David was without peer in the minds and hearts of his subjects.  

King David was not only above the law of the land, he was the 

law of the land in the eyes of his followers.  David had absolute 

power, and in this instance it blinded him absolutely. 

~~~~~~~~ 

David took Uriah’s wife. 

David had sex, quite possibly unwelcomed, with Uriah’s wife. 

David sent Uriah’s wife back home.   

The purity of the family stained.   

The trust of loyal subjects violated.  

The laws of God broken.   

~~~~~~~~ 

It is an amazing thing, really, that we have this story.  It is such 

an intrusion into the life story of David and the people of Israel; 

the story reveals such a dark moment in the life of an otherwise 

great King, we have to wonder why the story survives.  To be 

sure there have been attempts to clean it up.  Look no further 

than the Bible for such a cleansing.  In the book of Chronicles, 

a history of the people of Israel from creation through the Kings, 

a history written –  most probably –  with the same historic 

sources as were used in I and II Samuel, leaves this story out.  

The author of Chronicles mentions nothing of  David’s adultery 

and the deathly cover-up that followed.  So, one way to deal 

with this ugliness is to pretend that it never happened. 

 

Of course, another way to deal with the ugliness is to blame the 

victim.  In the 1985 version of the film entitled King David and 

starring Richard Gere, Bathsheba reveals to David that Uriah is 

an abusive husband, thus giving David a noble motive for what 

was to follow (The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume II, page1289).   
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Ancient rabbis claimed the unfolding events following David’s 

affair with Bathsheba came about because Uriah was a Hittite, 

not an Israelite.  David was setting right an illegitimate union 
(ibid.). 
  

There is, of course, the time honored way to deal with a man’s 

guilt, and that is to blame the woman in the story.  Would it not 

be gentler to the reputation of the great King to have in the story 

a conscious decision on the part of Bathsheba to seduce the 

King?  What if Bathsheba knew she was being watched and 

turned her energies toward arousing the restless King while her 

husband was away, would that not make the great King David a 

little less culpable?   

 

Attempts to blame Bathsheba are ancient and new.  As recently 

as Joseph Heller’s 1984 novel entitled God Knows (page 312), the 

author puts these words in the mouth of Bathsheba: “I made up 

my mind to meet you.  A king and all that too –  who could 

resist?  So I began bathing on my roof every evening to attract 

you” (ibid).   

 

The tellers of the tale in II Samuel want nothing of this blaming 

the victims, Uriah or Bathsheba.  David was the one at fault.  

That is why, I think, we know so little about Bathsheba besides 

the fact that she was beautiful and that she was married to Uriah, 

the Hittite. And all we know of Uriah is that he was a very noble 

soldier in the King’s army.  Uriah’s only recorded words speak 

of his loyalty to his fellow soldiers and Bathsheba does not 

speak at all through most of the story.   Bathsheba and Uriah 
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were the victims.  Uriah and Bathsheba had no power within 

the claws of King David.  It was David’s grave sin, and it is 

part of the genius and power of the Hebrew Scriptures that we 

have this story that recounts David’s darkest days. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Bathsheba’s only words in the story are the ones she sends back 

to the King after she had been taken and sent back home; she 

sent David the word: “I am pregnant.”  The old Lion sprung 

into action.  He sent for Uriah.  The King called Uriah before 

him and asked about Joab, about the soldiers, about how the war 

was progressing.  We are not given what answers Uriah gives 

because that is unimportant to the story and to David.  After 

David has questioned (insincerely) Uriah concerning the battle 

and the soldiers, David told Uriah to go home and “wash his 

feet” –  a euphemism for having sexual intercourse.  Uriah did 

not go home; he slept at the entrance to the King’s house with 

the servants.  Of course David had his spies to follow Uriah and 

the spies reported back that Uriah had not gone home.   

 

The next morning David asked Uriah why he did not go home to 

be with his wife, and Uriah replies: The ark and Israel and 

Judah remain in booths;  and my lord Joab and the servants of 

my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my 

house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife?  As you live, 

and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.  So said Uriah 

to King David.   What Uriah did not realize was that David’s 

soul was not alive at that point.   

 

David did not give up on the scheme to get Uriah home to his 

wife and make the baby appear to be Uriah’s.  David invited 
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Uriah to eat and drink with the King.  David plied Uriah with 

wine in hopes that inebriation would loosen Uriah’s loyalty to 

Joab and his comrades in arms.  It did not work.  Uriah stayed 

with the servants once again.   

 

David’s final and most deathly plan was to send a message to 

Joab to put Uriah on the front lines of the harshest fighting and 

then pull back leaving Uriah exposed.  David wrote out this 

order and sealed it with the royal seal and, revealing even 

further the emptiness of his soul, King David ordered his servant 

Uriah to carry the order to Joab.  David forced the unknowing 

Uriah to carry his own death sentence.   

 

This plan worked, and Uriah was killed in battle.  When the 

word came back that Uriah was dead, and after the proper time 

for mourning was over, David sent for Bathsheba and brought 

her into his house and she became his wife and bore David a 

son.   

 

David thought the ugliness of his actions were sufficiently 

hidden from view.  Somehow, however, the word leaked out to 

Nathan, the prophet, and listen to what Nathan had to say to the 

great King David.  Listen to this prophet who stands vulnerably 

before a King who could order him to prison or worse.  Listen 

to the Word of the Lord that could not be buried, even by the 

great King David... 

II Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a 

When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she 

made lamentation for him.  When the mourning was over, 

David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his 
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wife, and bore him a son.   

 But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 

and the LORD sent Nathan to David.  He (Nathan) came to 

him(David), and said to him, “There were two men in a certain 

city, the one rich and the other poor.  The rich man had very 

many flocks and herds; but the poor man hand nothing but one 

little ewe lamb, which he had bought.  He brought it up, and it 

grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his 

meager fare, dnd drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it 

was like a daughter to him.  Now there came a traveler to the 

rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd 

to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took 

the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had 

come to him.”  Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against 

the man.  He said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who 

has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 

because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.”   

 Nathan said to David, “You are the man!  Thus says the 

LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I 

rescued you from the hand of Saul; I gave you your master’s 

house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you 

the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, 

I would have added as much more.   Why have you despised 

the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight?  You have 

struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword of the Ammonites.  

Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for 

you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your wife.  Thus says the LORD: I will raise up 

trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take 

your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, 
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and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun.  

For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, 

and before the sun.”  David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 

against the LORD.” 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Why do we have this story?   

Maybe the story is a reminder of the importance  

of the prophetic voice in society. 

Where those in power abuse  

the weak, the suffering, the powerless someone or some group, 

the church, for example, must speak the truth in love. 

This story is a reminder that there will finally come a prophet! 

 

I think the story is here to remind us that power –  

whatever power we have –  is a trust from God  

and the only legitimate use of power  

is for the well-being of God’s children.   

I think the story is here to remind us  

that might does not make right,  

and we make a grave error to assume that those with power  

are blessed by God to do whatever it is we or they want to do.     

 

I think the story is here to remind us to pray for the grace  

to have a clear vision of ourselves  

and our need for the mercy of God.   

The story is here to remind us that we can be blind to our sins. 
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I think the story is here to remind us that behavior matters, 

our deeds, good and bad, have impact, 

sometimes for many generations. 

 

I think the story is here to remind us of the good news 

that there is redemption even beyond our darkest hours. 

Jesus, we remember, was of the family of David! 

God can and does bring light into a great darkness. 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 


