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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

7th Sunday after Pentecost; July 8th, 2018 

Mark 6:1-13 

“Grow Up, Crybaby!” 

~~~~~~~~ 

Until this point in Mark’s story of Jesus the disciples and Jesus 

stayed together.  Jesus called them together and then they 

traveled together.  The disciples were right there as Jesus 

healed the paralytic, confronted the Pharisees, taught with 

power, cast out evil spirits, calmed the raging sea, healed a 

woman with a bleeding cancer, raised a child from the dead.  

All of these great and wonderful things Jesus did and the 

disciples were right there watching the engagements of their 

friend, teacher, hero.   

 

Can you imagine the excitement!  The fun!  To be so close to 

this charismatic, world-shaking leader must have been a rush!   

 

But then Jesus went home and nothing much happened. To the 

home folks Jesus was just Mary’s boy, the carpenter, the 

brother, the kid on the street.  As Barbara Brown Taylor puts it, 

Jesus at home was like putting a match to wet wood.  What 

Jesus needed was something that would burn!  Jesus, with the 

disciples close by, went home and failed to spark the kind of 

enthusiasm and response that they had found everywhere else. 

 

An odd place to do it, but right here, after his first failed 

mission, Jesus sent the disciples out two by two.  At this low 

ebb, Jesus sent the disciples out into the world to teach, heal, 

cast out evil spirits.  Why here?  Why now? 
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~~~~~~~~ 

It seems that the gospel writer did not want us –  his readers, 

Jesus’ followers –  to mistake discipleship with worldly 

success.  To follow Jesus will take courage and there will be a 

cost.  The cross looms largely in Mark’s telling of the story of 

Jesus.  This work of being a Christian has never been all fun 

and games because some will take good news as bad and work 

hard to keep it quiet, to distort it, to discredit it. And sometimes 

embodying the gospel leads to persecution and worldly failures 

and misunderstandings and disagreements between family and 

friends and.... congregation members.  

 

Jesus sent his disciples out into the world not to be victors in 

faith, but to be faithful in the journey come what may.  So, he 

waited until his first real set-back to send them on their own –  

as if to say, failure is not the enemy of discipleship.  The enemy 

of discipleship is lethargy, or too tightly embracing comfort or, 

sometimes, success.  The call of Jesus is not to be liked or to be 

big or popular –  the call is to share the good news of God’s 

all-embracing love for the world. 

~~~~~~~~ 

So Jesus said to the disciples –  “Go!”  Jesus told the disciples 

–  “You go and spread my message.  You go and heal the sick.  

You go and teach with power.”  And you can almost hear the 

disciples backing up...but, but, but, but... Jesus, they probably 

started to say –  “You’re the man with the plan!  You’re the 

host with the most!  We’ll just stick by you and help with 

crowd control.”  But Jesus said, “Go!” 

 

Jesus sent them out for good reason.  He knew that he would 
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not be with them much longer, and, more importantly, he knew 

that if the disciples were going to grow and mature in their faith 

they must get beyond living without taking responsibilities.  

Jesus seems to be teaching that to learn and grow you must go, 

you must be willing to step out into the world on your own and 

take the wins and the loses as part of the calling.  Jesus sent the 

disciples out that they might become mature practitioners of the 

faith, of the Christian life of love, healing, teaching –  in and 

out of season and in and out of favor. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I hesitate to tell you this secret.   

You may think less of me.   

And you might turn the thing against me.   

But here goes.   

I share with you one of my secret phrases for pastoral care.  Let 

me put it in a context.  Some of you may know that every now 

and then ministers get together for coffee, and some of what we 

do together is whine.  We whine about many of the same things 

everyone else whines about –  not enough money, not enough 

time in the day, not enough energy .... you get the picture. We 

also whine, sometimes, about life in the church... will the rain 

stop so that the parking can be finished, will there be enough 

people to staff Vacation Bible School, Fellowship time, Family 

Promise. How do we speak of the gospel in this political 

moment in our national life? ....  We don’t do this often ... or at 

least we don’t do it all the time... but sometimes we whine.   

 

Well, on this one particular day, my friend Frank Colloady –  

and I’ll tell him he has been mentioned in this sermon, but only 

because I love him and I know some of you do too – at any rate, 
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Frank, who had not yet retired, was truly whining about 

something in his church –  not a major headache, just a minor 

one that, in my mind, was occupying too much of Frank’s 

energy and too much of my attention, and I was getting a little 

tired of hearing about it.  “Frank,” I said, “I want to offer you 

my best pastoral advise on the matter. My years, decades of 

ordained ministry have led me to the advise I will now offer you 

–  free of charge. Frank,” I said, and here’s the jewel of pastoral 

insight, “grow-up cry baby!” 

 

It was a joke, really.  Frank took it as such but he has not 

missed any opportunities to turn the advise back on me 

whenever I have even made the slightest complaints about my 

life.  Frank is quick to remind me of my own advise –  

Grow-up, crybaby! 

~~~~~~~~ 

The point is this –  Christian life is often hard and challenging.  

Jesus sent his disciples out after his difficult time at home to 

show them and us that our work and ministry will not always be 

successful.  In fact, Jesus gave the disciples advise on how to 

face such failures, how to face a lack of response to the message 

–  shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against 

them.  The good news will not always be embraced.  Part of 

maturing in Christ is the recognition that everyone will not 

always agree with us or embrace us; yet, the call remains to 

proclaim the message of God’s universal love in and out of 

season, in good times and in difficult ones.   

 

Christian maturity is being saturated enough by God’s love  

to make fools of ourselves in service of that love! 
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Jesus sent the disciples out to spread the good news because it 

was time for them to step-up into discipleship, into 

responsibility, into maturity.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus may have had a few misgivings about sending the 

disciples out on their own.  Like a mother sending her little boy 

to school for the first time; she frets –  he’s not ready, he’ll get 

off the bus at the wrong place, he’ll lose his lunch, who is going 

to wipe his face, he’ll never get on the right bus to come home –  

and for a moment she decides –  “He’s not going!  I’ll teach 

him right here.”  But soon she realizes he has to go or he’ll 

never really grow up; he has to go so that he can become a 

young man, so that he can become himself.  He has to go 

because he has to fail.  He has to lose his lunch, has to have a 

dirty face, has to get on the wrong bus!  He has to go because 

he has to learn to be responsible.  He has to go because he has 

to grow!   

 

To grow we must move beyond the places that are comfortable 

to us.  We have to move into areas that will be challenging and 

tough.  To mature as a Christian we have to encounter life 

head-on.  We cannot always have someone there to shield us, to 

take our punches, to make our decisions.  Not even Jesus can 

do that for us.  Jesus wants his disciples to stand on our own 

two feet.  He wants us to be thinking, grown-up people who can 

deal constructively and lovingly with the world and can engage 

the world without being paralyzed by our fears of failure or be 

stopped in our tracks by actual failure.   

~~~~~~~~ 
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And I believe that Jesus sent the disciples out two by two to 

force them to get along with each other.  We typically think of 

this as a pairing for comfort.  I think differently.  I think Jesus 

put the disciples together based on who got along the least!   

Now, I don’t know just how Jesus paired them off, but I think he 

wanted the disciples to learn to work with one another 

constructively, even when they disagreed.  I can just hear the 

two by two conversations –  “You want to go where? You 

always get us lost.” “Oh, yea, well you talked to long at the last 

place –  you put them to sleep.”  “Well, at least I found the 

place.”  etc.....  

 

Jesus wants us to be mature people who can deal and work 

constructively with one another and with the world around us. 

 

Now I’m not saying that we never need to be babied.  There are 

times in all of our lives when we need the loving, gentle caress 

of someone who loves us and wants to comfort us.  Jesus had 

those moments in his life.  We all need to be babied every now 

and then.  The point, however, is this –  that is not the only 

point of the church!  We are not together solely for the purpose 

of babying each other.  Sometimes we do and it is good.  But 

we are called together to encourage each other to live the 

Christian life even when it is difficult.  To speak the hard truths 

even when it will cause us pain.  To go to the hard places even 

when it will take us from our comfortable places. 

~~~~~~~~ 

And there is another aspect to this sending that I want us to 

understand.  The disciples throughout Mark’s gospel have had 

to have the parables explained to them over and over again, they 
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were faithless in the storm at sea, they laughed when Jesus 

wanted to know who touched his garment.  What I want us all 

to notice is that the disciples were not ready to be let loose.  

They were like you and me in their lack of understanding, in 

their lack of faith, but Jesus sent them out anyway.  We will 

never go if we wait until we have it all figured out.  Jesus sends 

us into the world with little else but the teaching that God is 

love.  The rest we will figure out as we seek to heal, to bring 

peace.  A large part of maturing in Christ is putting one foot in 

front of the other to share the love of God. 

So, Jesus says to us –  “Go!”   

We may not understand the terms.  We may not feel ready.   

We may not feel like we have been given  

the best pairings for our work. 

But Jesus calls us to “Go!” 

So, I pray this day for myself and for all of us... 

Lord, help us to be mature and help us to go  

where you call us to go.  Amen. 


