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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

6th Sunday after Pentecost;  July 1st , 2018 

Mark 5:21-43 

“Restoring Families and Communities” 

~~~~~~~~ 

Take a look  –  

two women; 

one on the fringe,  

alone,  

spent,  

castaway  

for twelve long years. 

 

And take a look at the other –  

cradled in the status quo,  

surrounded by love  

and the best that money could buy, 

a child of privilege  

for twelve short years. 

 

Two women –   

from different places but united in vulnerability.   

Two women, one older, one younger, on the doorstep of death. 

 

And take a look – the One, 

with healing in the fringe of his garment, 

with healing in the touch of his hands, 

with healing in the softness of his voice, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well;  

go in peace, and be healed of your disease,” 
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And “Do not fear, only believe.” And “Little girl, get up!” 

 

Take a look – the One, 

who makes families whole again, 

who makes communities strong again, 

who takes us beyond fear, poverty, isolation 

into love, compassion, unity. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jairus’ daughter, twelve years old, and the woman healed of a 

twelve year hemorrhage are brought together in Mark’s Gospel 

for a reason.  That Jesus could heal physical ailments had 

already been established.  There must be something more to the 

proximity of these women in Mark’s telling of the Jesus story? 

~~~~~~~ 

To be sure we could make a sermon of the amazing way that 

Jesus responded to the interruption of the woman who touched 

his garment.  We do tend to be so focused on the tasks ahead 

that we ignore the needs right there in front of us.  This story 

does invite us to pay attention to those around us and to be 

aware that much of what is important in life comes to us in the 

form of interruptions.   

 

I could tell you of the rising singer-songwriter I saw in North 

Carolina a few years ago who told a story about trying to find 

his way in the world.  He talked about having long prayers 

asking God to show him his purpose in life.  He also 

remembers during those prayers his son would come and tug on 

his shirt.  Go away, he would say to his son, I’m praying for 

meaning and purpose in my life.  The son would tug and tug 

and tug. Go way, I’m praying for meaning and purpose in my 
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life. We tend to miss the needs and the meaning right in front of 

us tugging on our sleeves.   

 

 (And, by the way, I could tell you that man’s name and name 

of the song he wrote were it not for Bess and Will interrupting 

me the whole time I was trying to listen!) 

 

We could remember the old saw, “What makes God laugh?”  

And the answer: “Our plans.”  

 

We could speak of the importance of interruptions and how we 

handle them.  We could speak of that today, but I see 

something in addition to the message about seeing what is 

before us... 

~~~~~~~~ 

To be sure we could speak of the power of faith to make our 

lives whole.  We could focus on the genuine trust that the 

unnamed woman with the bleeding had in Jesus –  if I can just 

touch his clothing I will be healed.  And the trust of Jairus who 

came and fell at the feet of Jesus and begged him to come and 

touch his daughter so that she would be made well.  We could 

speak of the importance of faith in the ultimate goodness of 

creation, the ultimate goodness of God to make life whole and 

meaningful and real, but I see something else beside this 

reminder of the importance of faith to bring wholeness... 

~~~~~~~~ 

The woman with the hemorrhage had not been able to worship 

with her faith community for twelve years.  She was separated 

from the synagogue because of the purity laws found in the 

book of Leviticus in the Bible.  Because of her bleeding she 
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would not be welcome in Jairus’ synagogue; this woman was 

unclean according the laws that were in place to govern the 

religious practices of Jesus’ people.   

 

But the woman knew Jesus was different. 

  If I but touch his garment, I will be made well ... 

  the unnamed woman was violating the purity laws  

just by touching Jesus, but she knew he was different 

 

Jesus, so sensitive to the hunger for healing, to the hunger for 

touch, felt the power go from him, and he declared the unnamed 

woman, the fringe woman, healed.   

 

And Jesus continued his journey into the center of power, to the 

home of the leader, Jairus.  But some came to him to tell him 

that the little girl was dead.  Jesus told  Jairus to have faith.  

She is only sleeping, Jesus said.   

 

We have to acknowledge that Jairus was a part of the religious 

leadership that had already begun to conspire against Jesus; yet, 

somehow, in his love for his daughter, in his desperation to keep 

her alive, he was able to see Jesus, not as a threat to the faith, 

but as a source of healing. And he fell down at his feet.   

 

And why did Jesus go to Jairus’ house, the home of one in the 

group trying to dispose of Jesus?   

 

He went, of course, to bring new life!   

He went, of course, to show that life is not to be  

              governed by fear of others.   
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He went, of course, to show how to be with enemies,  

how to love them. 

~~~~~~~~ 

So why are these stories told together?   

Why did Mark fashion them the way that he did? 

 

I think Mark told these stories the way that he did to remind us 

that Jesus came not just with healing in his touch for individuals 

but with healing in his touch for communities.  In fact, and I 

have not gone through all the healing stories of Jesus to confirm 

this, but as I reviewed as many as I could remember,  most of 

Jesus healing miracles restore people to community.  Jesus 

came to heal our communities, our divisions.  Jesus came to 

tear down the petty walls we build between each other.  Jesus 

did not want communities of faith built around the purity laws 

of Leviticus.  Jesus did not want communities of faith built 

around the differences in wealth.  Jesus did not want our 

religious communities built around anything but love and 

compassion. 

 

I think Jesus wants to heal our divided community.   

~~~~~~~~ 

So, 

take a look –  two women.   

In Jesus, behold two daughters of the faith. 

In Jesus, both are made whole. 

In Jesus, there is one family. 

 

Here’s an end to the story that could have taken place: 

The two daughters show up to synagogue and worship together.  
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Jairus is there.  All three are given names.  The older woman is 

given the name: Faith.  The younger daughter is named: Grace.  

And Jairus is given a new name: Hope.   Faith, Grace, and 

Hope are called upon to give a testimony and each one talks of a 

new day in the community  –  a new day when compassion and 

love will overcome fear and division.  The whole community 

sings: We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.  

Amen... but... 

~~~~~~~~ 

P.S. This healing of division needs to start in church but it is not 

supposed to end in church.  The good news of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the Christ is good news for the world and puts nations 

under judgment when our actions as societies do not square with 

the teachings of Jesus.  Remember in Matthew 25 Jesus was 

standing in judgment over nations who refused to welcome the 

stranger, feed the hungry, clothe the naked.  The gospel of 

Jesus Christ is about far more than personal salvation and 

entrance into heaven when we die... it is also about how we live 

together now and how we behave as communities and nations. 

 

I realize I’m in sensitive territory here.  Just last week I had an 

email exchange with someone asking about the church’s voice 

in the midst of the immigration debate and the separation of 

children from families.  What I wrote to my friend was this:   

As to politics and church.... always for me a delicate line.  

I think most of the good news of Jesus Christ has political 

implications... namely, God loves everyone, God created 

us, all of us, to have abundant lives (enough food, shelter, 

safety, room for creativity), and justice and righteousness 

are to roll down like waters. Given this sense of the gospel 



 7 

(as opposed to mere personal salvation that gets a person 

into heaven upon death), it is hard to avoid naming powers 

and principalities that are working to undermine that 

which God intends. The challenge for me as a preacher is 

to name these things in a loving way and without throwing 

bricks at people with my words. There needs to be room in 

my rhetoric for people to be moved or even to disagree but 

to know that what I am saying is said in love and with a 

clear awareness that I see through a glass dimly like 

everyone else. 

 

With that said, let me share with you a letter from the Stated 

Clerk of the PCUSA. The Stated Clerk of our denomination... 

along with every other mainline denomination in the United 

States, including the Roman Caltholic Church and the Southern 

Baptist Church, put out a statement condemning and calling for 

action on the immigration crisis we face in our country and the 

way our government is responding by separating families.  This 

is J. Herbert Nelson, our stated clerk, and I agree with the points 

he makes in the following letter... 

June 28, 2018 

Siblings in Christ, 

 God’s angel showed up again in Joseph’s dream and 

commanded, “Get up. Take the child and his mother and flee to 

Egypt. Stay until further notice. Herod is on the hunt for this 

child, and wants to kill him.” Joseph obeyed. He got up, took 

the child and his mother under cover of darkness. They were out 

of town and well on their way by daylight. They lived in Egypt 

until Herod’s death. (Mt. 2:13–15) 

 God spoke to Joseph, by way of an angel in a dream, and 
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the father of the newborn Jesus obeyed. Mary and Joseph fled 

into the night to save the life of their child. 

 Many read this Bible passage and think of a time long ago, 

distinct from the here and now. This was indeed an 

extraordinary time, the time our Savior was born. But I remind 

you that our Savior became flesh and dwelt among us. He was 

in relationship with us and his life was marked by the same 

wonder and vulnerability that touches humanity today. People 

are still in danger. People still flee into the night to find safety 

in lands that are not their own and God continues to find ways 

to speak to us. 

 Families, to save the lives of their children, are arriving at 

the southern border of the U.S. just as the Holy Family arrived 

in Egypt. They are not finding refuge from the many “Herods” 

that threaten life in this era. They are being torn apart. They are 

being incarcerated in prisons and, sinfully, our neighbors profit 

from their misery. 

 The Executive Order of June 20th does not repent of this 

sin. It does not offer relief to the many families that have 

already been separated and it does not set the prisoners free. 

Instead families, whom God empowered with the wisdom to flee 

danger and whom God accompanied along the way, will be 

incarcerated together while parents are prosecuted and their 

immigration cases are decided. 

 Many of you in the church have called our offices, tearful 

and broken by what we are witnessing. Friends, God has not 

forsaken us, not those of us who are imprisoned nor those of us 

watching in horror. I remind you that Jesus did grow into an 

adult and his ministry is what gathers us all to one another this 

day. When he was crucified and died, the disciples were also 
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afraid. They hid behind locked doors. But Jesus rose from the 

dead and appeared to them saying, “Peace to you. Just as the 

Father sent me, I send you” (Jn. 20:21). For all of us, those in 

prison and those enjoying freedom, I say “Peace to you.” And 

for those who enjoy freedom, I remind you that you have been 

sent by the risen Christ to extend that peace to all who are 

oppressed. Take the tears you have shed and harvest them into 

acts of peaceful resistance, advocacy, pastoral care, and prayer 

to bring about peace for the hundreds of families suffering from 

this nation’s border policies. 

In the name of the Christ we serve, 

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert, II 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

~~~~~~~~ 

The point of this is that we, as a nation, as a people can do better 

than we are doing right now.  We are better than the 

immigration practices we are employing.  We are better than 

how we are behaving and, to be sure, our calling as followers of 

Jesus is higher!   


