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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

6th Sunday of Easter; May 6th, 2018 

Acts 10:44-48 

“A Church for All People” 

~~~~~~~~ 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 

heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with 

Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 

poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking 

in tongues and extolling God.  Then Peter said, “Can anyone 

withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they invited him to 

stay for several days. 

~~~~~~~~   

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

~~~~~~~~ 

During World War I, Harry Emerson Fosdick published a prayer 

for the Germans (our enemy in the war).  The prayer went like 

this: “O God, bless Germany!  At war with her people we hate 

them not at all ... We acknowledge before Thee our part in the 

world’s iniquity ... We dare not stand in thy sight and accuse 

Germany as though she alone were guilty of our international 

disgrace.  We all are guilty.”  Charles Biddle, an American 

pilot, responded to Fosdick’s prayer by pledging to kill as many 

“Huns” as he could, saying that “if Christianity requires us to 

forgive them I am afraid I am no Christian (Church History, March; as 

quoted in Christian Century,  May 5, 2009, page 8). 
~~~~~~~~ 
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The late Kosuke Koyama, author of the book Water Buffalo 

Theology, is best known for his efforts to communicate the 

Christian message to farmers in Thailand – who cultivate fields 

with water buffalo.   In his tribute to Dr. Koyama following his 

death, Donald Shriver Jr. recalled how Koyama, then a teenager 

in Tokyo, had come close to dying in U.S. air raid bombings of 

the Japanese capital during World War II.  “Understandably, 

the Christian minority had hard times in Japan during the war,” 

Shriver stated, “but etched into Koyama’s memory were the 

incredibly courageous words spoken to him at his baptism by 

the pastor of (his) congregation: ‘Kosuke, God calls you in Jesus 

Christ to love all your neighbors, even the Americans.’  The 

‘even’ would become a theological watchword in the rest of 

Kosuke Koyama’s life” (Christian Century, May 5, 2009, page 19).   

~~~~~~~~ 

Loving our enemies is hard.   

Loving those of other races and nations is hard.   

Loving beyond our tribe is hard.  

Yet,  

the Spirit of God moves to break down barriers,  

to expand our love,  

to make us one family under the God of all the universe.   

~~~~~~~~ 

And here’s why I bring it up.... when the early church, which 

was a movement within Judaism, started to open its doors to 

Gentiles it was an uncomfortable happening.  There were long 

and detailed histories of enmity between Jews and Gentiles.  

And yet, here was Peter baptizing a whole household of Roman 

converts gathered in the home of a Roman soldier.  Peter made 

no demands on the centurion or anyone else in the home to be 
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circumcised on accept any of the Jewish law or practices.  

Instead, Peter went on the flimsy, hard to document, leadership 

of the Spirit and welcomed the Gentiles into the fold of 

followers of Jesus the Christ.   

 

It is hard for us to imagine just how radical this act was.  The 

doors of the church were now open to all people.  The 

membership in the Chosen People of God, the children of 

Abraham and Sarah, the followers of Moses and the Prophets, 

the subjects of David, the bearers of the Covenant was now 

welcoming of all people, even those who had been mortal 

enemies.  And nothing was required but to be the recipient of 

God’s Holy Spirit!   

 

What kind of non-sense is that?   

You mean they don’t have to repent?   

You mean they don’t have to pay us back?   

You mean they don’t have to ask for our forgiveness?   

You mean they can just waltz in here  

and start sitting in our pews and eating our food?   

And by the way, are we supposed to eat their food?   

We never were allowed to do that in the past.   

This was radical.  

Everyone was now welcome!   

And the decision was based  

on the hard to defend act of Peter  

who sensed the Holy Spirit at work  

in a people he had always despised.   

~~~~~~~~ 
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What happened that day?  How did this event come about?  

How did Peter come to a new vision?  Here’s one thing I think 

happened.  I think the Holy Spirit of God worked on Peter’s 

eyesight; the Holy Spirit opened his eyes to the truth that God’s 

Spirit is not defined by old prejudices.  God’s Spirit is not 

limited by old enmities.  God’s Spirit is not bound even ... by 

one religion.  God opened Peter’s eyes to the mystery of God’s 

own work at healing the broken and divided world.  God’s 

Spirit is bigger than our definitions of that Spirit.  God’s Spirit 

is always at work opening our eyes to our fundamental unity as 

human beings before a loving Creator. 

~~~~~~~~ 

By the way, most of us, including your pastor, are not life-long 

Presbyterians.  But most of us are aware of a central conviction 

that guides and informs almost all of Presbyterian theology – 

namely, the sovereignty of God.  If there is one thing, one thing 

at least, that the sovereignty of God means it is that God can do 

what God wants to do!  God is not bound by public opinion or 

by church commissions or by denominational hierarchy or by 

political realities on the ground.  God’s Spirit moves where it 

will, and our job is to be open to where that Spirit takes us!   

 

We are given some fairly serious hints about how to discern the 

movement of the Spirit.  If the teachings of the Hebrew 

Scriptures, the life, teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus, 

and the deepest traditions of the Church have anything to teach 

us about where and how God’s Spirit moves, we can trust that 

God is always working to bring about reconciliation, 

compassion, love, peace, unity within the human family.  God is 

at work trying to open our eyes, as God opened the eyes of 
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Peter, to the love God has for all God’s creation. 

~~~~~~~~ 

So, we pray, 

send your Spirit, Holy and Sovereign God, 

 to break down all the walls, prejudices, fears, hatreds  

that keep us from living into your reign of grace and truth.  

Amen. 


