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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

3rd Sunday of Easter; April 15th, 2018 

Luke 24:36b-48 

“Flesh and Bones Resurrection” 

~~~~~~~~ 

36While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 

38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 

arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that 

it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 

and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they 

were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have 

you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled 

fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said 

to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then 

he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 

said to them, Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance 

and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 

these things.  

~~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Peter W. Marty began a reflection on this passage in The 
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Christian Century this week (March 28, 2018) with this:   

 Imagine trying to convince someone that you’re alive... 

Such was the predicament a few years ago for Charles Hubbard 

of Austin, Texas.  This Vietnam vet received a letter from the 

U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs informing him that he was 

dead and that his family needed to return thousands of dollars 

in benefits.  A victim of stolen identity, Hubbard found his 

checking account closed by the VA.  After he made an extensive 

case for being alive, the VA informed him that it would take 

eight months for him to be officially brought back to life.  

That’s when they would restore his pension benefits (p.24). 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus wasn’t looking for pension benefits but he, too, was 

having difficulties convincing his company that he was alive. 

That he spoke to them – Peace be with you – did not seem to be 

enough.  Pointing out his hands and feet did not seem to be 

enough.  When he asked for something to eat... well, that 

seemed to do the trick.  Jesus must have been the guy who was 

always asking – “Are you going finish that piece of bread?”  

Anyway, finally the disciples seemed to come around to the 

truth of Jesus’ blood and bones resurrection.  They were 

described, however, as joyfully disbelieving. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I’m not sure it would have worked for me when I was first 

becoming a Presbyterian.  As is typical, I had to go through a 

Committee on Ministry to have my ordination transferred from 

the United Methodist Church and there was an older man who 

was known to be a bit crusty.  He was pretty sure the 

denomination was going to hell in a hand basket and most of us 

clergy types were far to liberal, mushy, metaphorical for Mr. 
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Smith’s liking.  He had one question for me – “Do you believe 

in the bodily resurrection of Jesus?”  It was not a faith question 

but a political one, and Mr. Smith was looking for no more than 

a one word answer.  He was not looking for a conversation on 

what it means for us in the late 20th century (when I was coming 

into the PCUSA) to be seeking to follow the living Christ; he 

was not looking for nuance; he was not looking for poetic 

theology that might speak of the rebirth that is like Spring.  Mr. 

Smith wanted me to say... “YES!” I’m not sure he would have 

accepted that I was joyful in my disbelieving. 

 

Joyful disbelief might be closer to the truth for me on many 

days.  What I said was more of a philosophical retort than an 

answer. I squeaked through (it might have helped that I was a 

friend of Mr. Smith’s daughter).  I said – “If God can create the 

world out of nothing, God can bring a man back to life.”   

 

I think, however, that the better question for us is how is it that 

Christ is alive today in the Church and in the world?  What 

does it mean for us to say we follow a living Lord?  And that 

question is informed by the fact that the Bible and the Christian 

tradition insist on resurrection as bodily.  At baptisms we use 

the Apostles’ Creed and in that statement of faith we declare – 

We believe in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 

Jesus raised as a body wanting to eat broiled fish reminds those 

of us who seek to follow him that flesh and bones and the 

satisfaction of hunger matter on this earth.  We are not on this 

earth to escape the limitations and finitude of living in bodies.  

God has created the world and us and called all of it good.  Our 

bodies matter as do the bodies of everyone else. As followers of 
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Jesus we do not disconnect body and spirit, and to be in ministry 

in the name of the living Lord we feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, heal the wounded, tend to broken bodies.... There is no 

division between spirit and flesh nor is there a call to only 

minister to souls and leave the work of taking care of bodies to 

the worldly among us. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Reverend Dr. Stephen Montgomery of Idlewild 

Presbyterian Church, Memphis, TN preached a helpful sermon 

on this passage on Day 1 (a program I think was once known as 

“The Protestant Hour”).  Steve and I worked together on 

Campus Ministry issues in Alabama and Tennessee.  At any 

rate, I want to share a couple of short paragraphs....   

 

 I spent my first four years of ministry in the pastorate in the 

Eastern Kentucky mountains. When coal was first discovered 

and mined in the Appalachian Mountains, the coal magnates 

would set up a little coal community of row houses and at each 

end there would be a Protestant church built by the coal owners 

for the coal miners and their families. Sometimes Baptists or 

Methodists, maybe Pentecostal or Presbyterians. And they 

would even hire the preachers. But the preachers were to stick 

to "spiritual issues" and not issues of economics or mine safety 

or unions. Those were "dirty" issues that the church shouldn't be 

involved in. Stick to saving souls, the owners would tell the 

preachers. 

      But this heresy was not confined to the first or 19th 

centuries. The stories are legion from my friends and colleagues 

in the ministry even today with warnings from parishioners to 

stay away from politics, economics, issues of war and peace, or 
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social issues like LGBT equality and more. "That has no place 

in church," a parishioner will say. "We need to stick to spiritual 

issues." "And besides," they often add, "we have our budget to 

think about!" 

       Luke wants to make it clear, wrote my colleague, that the 

physical, earthly, flesh and blood world is real and valuable. 

Real and valuable enough for God to inhabit in the person of 

Jesus of Nazareth and in the person of the Risen Lord. To affirm 

the resurrection is not to affirm that Jesus is taken out of this 

world. Luke puts the Risen Christ right back into the world. "See 

my hands and feet and touch me." 

     Luke wants the reader to know that the place to look for the 

sacred is not beyond the earth. But the sacred center of life is 

still in the world, in the flesh and blood, material world. THIS is 

where God is active and alive. THIS is where people can know 

God and where God lives with and empowers people...IN THE 

FLESH! (From sermon published on Day 1, April 19, 2015 by The Rev. Dr. 

Stephen Montgomery, pastor, Idlewild Presbyterian Church, Memphis, TN).  
~~~~~~~~ 

So, how do we give witness to the living Christ today?   

How do we affirm our commitment  

to the flesh and bones resurrection of Jesus? 

How do we follow the lead of the One  

who was raised from the dead? 

 

There are a lot of answers to those questions but they all 

involve, I believe, respect and love for God’s children... all of 

them ... in body and blood and bones.   


