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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

Easter Sunday (April 1st , 2018) 

Mark 16:1-8 

“Dangling Response to Redemption” 

~~~~~~~~ 

One of the first movies I ever saw in a theater was The Sound of 

Music.  We had just moved to Montgomery, Alabama and the 

film was being shown in a grand, downtown theater; I think it 

was the Paramount Theater.  One of the lasting memories of 

that movie and seeing it for the first time was that at about the 

mid-way point I thought the movie was over.   

 

We had been there a good long while and the screen went black, 

and then a long word appeared.  I now know that the word was 

“Intermission,” but I was only six and pretty much reading 

backwards at the time; so, I thought the movie was over.  As 

I’ve seen the movie again and again it would have been a 

strange place to end the film.  Maria, the would-be nun has just 

shut the door on her way out of the von Trapp family estate and 

is running back to the abbey to get away from her fears of love 

and fears of a life she had never imagined.   

 

If the movie had ended there –  at intermission –  it would have 

been a flop.  Too much was left unsettled.  Would Maria 

become a nun?  Would Maria go back to Captain Georg von 

Trapp and become his wife?  Would Captain von Trapp marry 

the baroness?  Would he serve in the Nazi military?  Would 

Liesl marry the delivery boy?  Would the von Trapp family 

singers be the forerunners to the Osmonds and the Jackson 5?  

So many unanswered questions.  Movies are meant to have 
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conclusions.  That’s why God made the movies, anyway –  for 

nice, neat and sweet endings!  Where else can you find such 

complete and tied up stories but in the movies? 

~~~~~~~~ 

Well, you cannot find neat, tied up endings in the Gospel of 

Mark, at least not where most biblical scholars think the gospel 

ends.  The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (the one 

in the pew rack), along with many other translations, places 

brackets around a few verses (unnumbered) that come after 

verse eight with a heading: “The Shorter Ending of Mark” and 

then brackets around verses 9-20 with a heading: “The Longer 

Ending of Mark.”  It is rather confusing.  Where does the 

gospel narrative end?  Where does Mark end his telling of the 

story? 

 

Most New Testament scholars say the story, as the gospel writer 

told it, ends with verse eight.  The women encountered a 

mysterious young man at Jesus’ open tomb who told them that 

Jesus was not there but he had been raised; so, the young man 

told them, go and tell the others that Jesus will meet them in 

Galilee. The next verse is the last line, according to most 

scholars, the last line of the grand story of Jesus of Nazareth, the 

Crucified Savior according to Mark: So they went out and fled 

from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and 

they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.   

 

They were afraid and so they kept silent!  They did not go and 

tell as the man in white had told them.  They did not run to find 

the disciples and shout for joy at the resurrection of Jesus.  

They were afraid and so they kept silent and said nothing to 
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anyone!   

 

It is a strange way to end a story.  It seems like an 

INTERMISSION.  Things needed to be tidied up a bit; so, early 

editors went to work.  Early editors decided the story was 

unfinished and they added the women doing just what the man 

told them to do and they added appearances of the resurrected 

Jesus.  (They also added the line about handling snakes and not 

being bit and drinking poison and not dying.  Those editors 

must have wanted to add a little spice and strangeness to an 

already amazing story!) But that was not how Mark, the primary 

author, ended his gospel. 

 

Mark ended the story with a dangling conjunction.  A more 

literal reading of verse eight would be: “To no one anything 

they said; afraid they were for...”  In Greek, conjunctions do 

not normally come at the beginning of a clause, but nevertheless 

this is unusual.  Too unusual to be left alone.  It could be that 

some of those early script editors figured the dog ate the ending, 

or the camel ate it, or, more likely, the scroll upon which the 

story was written had frayed and broken off on the outer edges 

leaving the true ending blowing in the wind like sage brush.  

But for whatever reason, the fact that the story ended at verse 

eight was too troubling to be left alone by the early stewards of 

the gospel manuscript. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I think the ending should have been left alone.  I think it is 

better to have an open-ended conclusion to the story of the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus. We are the ones left to write the 

rest of the story beyond the intermission... 
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~~~~~~~~ 

Ending at verse eight does not us to gloss over the death of Jesus 

and the seriousness of what Jesus had been through and that all 

human beings have to face in our lives. Death is frightening.  It 

makes sense to talk in hushed whispers and with some trembling 

when the topic is human beings walking in the shadow of death.  

Maybe Mark intended the Gospel to end at verse eight as a way 

of acknowledging that before the open tomb there will always 

be questions.  To stand and grieve a loved one before the 

gaping hole in the earth waiting to receive a dead body is full of 

mystery, wonder and fear even if there is a vision of one 

speaking of eternal life beyond the grave.  Wrestling with our 

mortality as human beings leads to dangling conjunctions...  

We are dust, and to dust we shall return.   

All of us go down to the dust;  

yet... 

What?  Can we speak words of assurance and awareness of 

eternity as we stand looking through a veil of tears at earth 

turned over to receive the body of our deepest love?  Death is, 

even on Easter Sunday, a very serious and sobering matter. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Years ago when I had to help my children get dressed, I was 

helping the then three year old Will change his pants.  He was 

on the bed and I was trying to get his feet through the pants legs 

and he kept laughing, moving his legs, and saying –  “I’m dead.  

I’m dead.”  And I said, “No you’re not.  You’re alive. You’re 

my little boy.”  No, he insisted, “I’m dead. I’m dead.”  I 

stopped for a brief second and said to Will, “Will, I think I 

would never stop crying if you were dead.”  And I started to 

put his pants on his now still legs.  Will turned his head aside 
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so as to not look at me in the eyes.  He was crying.  He was 

trying not to cry, but he could not help himself.  My three year 

old son had stood in his heart in the cemetery and he was 

shaking.  I picked him up and held him tight.  “I love you, 

Will.  I love you, Will.  I will always love you, Will..”  We 

rocked for a few minutes breast to breast and our hearts beat 

together to a grief one of us, most likely he, will have to endure. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Death and losing loved ones is serious work.  Most of you have 

been there.  Most of us know how the sorrow never really 

leaves.  We may be able to make our song, even at the grave, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, but the pain never fully departs from 

the hole left in our hearts when one we have loved dies.  The 

alleluias may be sung in all faith, but they remain in minor 

keys. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I think Mark may have wanted the gospel to end with fear and 

silence as a way of  guarding against any glib “life goes on” 

resurrection.  Even three year olds know that death is serious 

business. I think Mark may have wanted to make it clear that it 

was the crucified Jesus ... the crucified Jesus ... that goes before.  

We still live in a world of suffering and sorrow; that Jesus was 

raised does not take away the pain and grief of all the forms of 

death that invade our living.  We, as followers of Jesus, are not 

to embody a blind optimism that refuses to enter into the real 

and deep pains of human existence; rather, I think, we are called 

to be open-eyed about the tragedies and sorrows of mortal life 

while placing our ultimate hope in the One who raised Jesus 

from the dead.  

~~~~~~~~ 
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It may be that Mark wants us to understand that our hope,  

 our deepest hope,  

  is with the One who goes ahead of us.   

   All of us will suffer; 

    All of us will stand at the grave; 

     All of us will walk in the shadows; 

      All of us will die;  yet... 


