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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

Passion/Palm Sunday; March 25th, 2018 

Scripture Introduction for Extended Reading 

Mark 14:1-15:47 

“Passion for No Results” 

~~~~~~~~ 

There is a framed saying hanging in my office.  It belonged to 

one of the departed saints of Nacoochee Presbyterian Church – 

Gloria Kidd Brown.  It belonged to her father. 

Were there no heaven 

nor hell, 

I should be honest. 

Here’s why I think that saying is a good one and one that can 

serve as a springboard to the extended reading of Jesus’ passion, 

especially as that passion is recorded in the gospel of Mark.  

The saying points to a deep truth that is sometimes hard to 

embrace; namely, some things, like honesty, are worth doing no 

matter whether those things will lead to some beneficial 

outcome or to avoid some harsh result.   Honesty should not be 

practiced in order to receive some glorious reward in the end for 

being honest and conversely honesty should not be practiced 

because of the fear of being caught in a lie and punished.  

Honesty is good intrinsically.  Honesty is right.  Honesty is the 

foundation of all good relationships.   

 

And here’s why I think that the saying is a good place to begin 

when taking time to read the extended story of Jesus’ entrance 

into Jerusalem, his anointing with oil by the woman in Bethany 

– who, by the way, was the only person to really understand the 

tragedy and pain Jesus was about to face – his last supper with 



 2 

the disciples, his prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, his 

betrayal and arrest, his trial and crucifixion .... it is fair and 

important to say for the gospel writer Mark Jesus genuinely 

struggled during these events.  What he faced was hard.  He 

could have avoided the whole affair by staying in Galilee, but it 

would not have been true to his calling; it would not have been 

honest for him to have stayed away.   

 

Jesus went to Jerusalem because he had to be honest and true to 

his call of God to embody love for all the world. Jerusalem, as 

the religious center of his faith tradition and the seat of political 

power for his part of the world, had to be exposed to God’s love 

in the vulnerable flesh of the man from Galilee.  It was hard 

and Jesus did not know what would happen.  Jesus did not 

know if what he was doing would make any real difference.  

He did not go to Jerusalem because he expected to triumph.  He 

seemed to have known at various times that his destiny would 

be a violent death.  He struggled and prayed that it might pass 

from him, but he went ahead because it was part of his call.  

The results were not his to make happen.  All he could do was 

to follow where God’s love for the world would lead him. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Thomas Merton, the late Christian mystic and Trappist monk, 

wrote a letter to a friend that said this: Do not depend on the 

hope of results... you may have to face the fact that your work 

will be apparently worthless and even achieve no result at all, if 

not perhaps results opposite to what you expect.  As you get 

used to this idea, you start more and more to concentrate not on 

the results, but on the value, the rightness, the truth of the work 

itself... You gradually struggle less and less for an idea and 
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more and more for specific people.... In the end, it is the reality 

of personal relationship that saves everything (as quoted by Margaret 

Wheatley in The Impossible will take a little While edited by Paul Rogat Loeb, 

page 350).  
~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus did what he did because of the rightness, the truth of the 

work itself.  Jesus did not know what the results would be.  

Jesus did know that his relationship to the God of Love and 

Jesus’ own love for God’s people compelled him in the direction 

of Jerusalem even if the results would be rejection and death.  

To his call he was honest and true and in the end his personal 

relationship to the world saved everything....  


