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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

First Sunday of Advent; December 3rd, 2017 

Mark 13:24-37 

“Second Comings of Jesus and a Baby Named Hope” 

~~~~~~~~ 

It strikes me as a bit ironic but as I was reading and 

contemplating this passage of Scripture I fell asleep in the 

rocker in my office.  This passage, known as Mark’s little 

apocalypse in that it imagines the final days of earth’s history 

with Jesus coming in clouds with great power and glory and 

redeeming the elect from the ends of the earth to the heavens, 

ends with a clear admonition – And what I say to you I say to 

all: Keep awake.  Well, I fell asleep trying to figure out what 

this story is trying to say to me and to us some 2000 plus years 

after the warning was issued?   

~~~~~~~~ 

Maybe these came to me in a dream, but let me rule out a few 

things as to what these verses from the Gospel of Mark might 

offer us in today’s world...   

Rule out #1 – Rule out this idea – This story is telling us that 

we are to spend our days in anxious worry about what is going 

to happen next.  We are to stay up and awake and alert at all 

times without regard to the body’s need for sleep.  Our job is to 

prowl the halls of our houses and the byways of our streets 

keeping watch for the return of the Son of Man who will come 

on a day the sun is darkened and the moon without shine and 

stars will fall from the sky... we have to avoid closing our eyes 

for a gentle nights sleep or a nap in the rocker because the future 

will be cataclysmic and we are in danger of being left behind.   
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~~~~~~~~ 

I don’t think this is what the story is saying to us this day.  In 

fact, sleep and rest are signs of faith in the future and faith in the 

presence of God’s tender care in the living out of our present 

days.  There is a beautiful prayer in our Book of Common 

Worship that is used during “Prayer at the Close of Day” 

service.  The second part of the prayer is this: 

...As your creatures are lying down in the wood, 

as the bird is quiet in its nest and the wild thing in its hole, 

as the stream is still in its bed 

reflecting the great expanse of stars above, 

may we in our sleep reflect our confidence in you, 

and our assurance in your constant peace. 

In our sleep give us that deeper communion of our souls 

with you who restores unto health... Amen 

This prayer is gospel. Sleep, like Sabbath rest, is a reminder that 

God is ultimately in charge of the universe and the stillness of 

our activities in the world will not lead to an unraveling of 

God’s wonderful creation or of our place within God’s beloved 

family. 

~~~~~~~~ 

This parable, then, ...like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch...therefore, 

keep awake –  for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come... this parable is not encouraging us to live our 

lives in fitful pacing and sleepless anxiety over just when will 

all hell break loose because the Lord will ride into town any 

minute and I may be asleep at my watch and tossed therefore 

into the fires of hell where there will be gnashing of teeth.   
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~~~~~~~~ 

Rule out #2 – Rule out this idea, as well –  The story is 

encouraging us to be consumed with fear as to the date of the 

second coming of Christ and the end of the world as we know it 

and, furthermore, the story is inviting us to see if we can discern 

the signs such that we can predict a date of the final day of the 

late, great planet earth.  We should listen to preachers who go 

through the Bible and pick out embedded numbers and clues as 

to when the final apocalypse will descend – those doomsday 

preachers will help us be part of the elect who make it into 

heaven and flee the wrath to come. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Rule that one out. I think these verses in Mark are helpful for us 

anytime someone is trying to sell us on their knowledge about 

the date of the world’s end.  Jesus, according to Mark, says 

this: But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

~~~~~~~~ 

So what is the value of this story for those of us who seek to be 

faithful followers of Jesus in the 21st century, 2000 years after 

his death and resurrection?  Rather than taking this story as one 

that is admonishing us to stay awake for the end of time lest we 

be caught unawares and banished from the joys of heaven, I 

think the story can be for us today a reminder to stay awake for 

the little second comings of Jesus in the shape of our neighbors 

in need.  We are being invited to live mindfully about how we 

can serve Christ by serving those around us.  We are being 

invited to live mindfully about how we can use our time and our 

resources and our lives in the direction of putting more love and 
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hope in the world. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Officer Ryan Holets responded to a possible theft at a nearby 

convenience store in Albuquerque, New Mexico on September 

25th of this year.  As he walked around the store he noticed a 

couple sitting on the grass near a concrete wall below the 

highway;  they were shooting up heroine in broad daylight.  

Officer Holets turned on his body camera and approached the 

couple.  The woman was injecting a needle into her 

companion’s arm.  The officer noticed that the woman was 

pregnant.  He was at first sad by the sight and then mad about 

it.  He said to her – “You’re going to kill your baby.”  Crystal 

Champ, the woman, was eight months pregnant and she thought 

to herself – “How dare you judge me. You have no idea how 

hard this is.”  She had tried many times to wean herself off the 

drugs but each time she relapsed.  At this moment in her life 

she had given up and was resigned to living as she was – in a 

tent by the highway figuring out each day how to get high.  

 

When Officer Holet said to her that she was going to kill her 

baby she broke down and cried.  She never considered having 

an abortion.  Crystal said to the officer that she desperately 

hoped someone would adopt her baby.  With those words 

Champ said Officer Holets turned from being a police officer to 

being a human being.   

 

Ryan Holet made the decision not to charge the couple with 

possession but he could not shake the still small voice in his 

head calling him to make a difference in this situation.  Ryan 

showed Crystal a picture of his wife and four children, including 
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a ten month old baby.  In that moment Ryan offered to adopt 

Crystal’s baby.  Ryan said later – “I was led by God to take a 

chance.”  Crystal Champ was stunned.  She realized her 

prayers were being answered in the form of this police officer.   

 

Of course, Ryan needed to get his wife’s approval.  He went 

straight from the tent by the highway to his wife who was at a 

birthday party for a friend.  Rebecca Ryan agreed instantly.  

She said her husband already knew her heart on this.   

 

The baby was born on October 12, 2017 and spent several 

weeks in the hospital.  She has suffered the painful process of 

withdrawals and even endured methadone treatments.  She has 

now gone home to the Holets.  This little baby’s name –  

“Hope” (CNN, 12.1.17).     

~~~~~~~~ 

We are not all able or called to adopt a child.   

We can keep awake  

to the little second comings of Jesus in our neighbors.  

We can keep awake  

to our opportunities to put more love and hope in the world.   

So, on this First Sunday of Advent, we can pray... 

Come, Lord Jesus, come... 

and give us eyes to see you.  Amen. 


