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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

November 6th, 2016; All Saints’ Sunday 

Luke 6:20-31 

“Every Today has Yesterdays” 

~~~~~~~ 

Coming down off the mountain with them, he stood on a plain 

surrounded by disciples, and was soon joined by a huge 

congregation ...Everyone was trying to touch him – so much 

energy surging from him, so many people healed!  Then he 

spoke: 

 You’re blessed when you’ve lost it all. 

 God’s kingdom is there for the finding. 

 

 You’re blessed when you’re ravenously hungry. 

 Then you’re ready for the Messianic meal.  

 

 You’re blessed when the tears flow freely. 

 Joy comes in the morning.   

 

Count yourself blessed every time someone cuts you down or 

throws you out, every time someone smears or blackens your 

name to discredit me.  What it means is that the truth is too 

close for comfort and that that person is uncomfortable.  You 

can be glad when that happens – skip like a lamb, if you like! – 

for even though they don’t like it, I do ... and all heaven 

applauds.  And know that you are in good company; my 

preachers and witnesses have always been treated like this.   

 

 But it’s trouble ahead if you think you have it made.  

 What you have is all you’ll ever get.   
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 And it’s trouble ahead if you’re satisfied with yourself. 

 Your self will not satisfy you for long.  

 

 And it’s trouble ahead if you think life’s all fun and games.  

 There’s suffering to be met, and you’re going to meet it.   

 

“There’s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of 

others, saying what flatters them, doing what indulges them. 

Popularity contests are not truth contests – look how many 

scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors!  Your 

task is to be true, not popular.   

 

“To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your 

enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst.  

When someone gives you a hard time, respond with energies of 

prayer for that person.  If someone slaps you in the face, stand 

there and take it.  If someone grabs your shirt, gift-wrap your 

best coat and make a present of it.  If someone takes unfair 

advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life.  

No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously. 

 

“Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what 

you want people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it 

for them!” (The Message by Eugene Peterson) 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Every “present” moment has history.   
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 This time that we are sharing right now has a past.   

   Each new today has yesterdays.   

~~~~~~~~ 

This day in the liturgical year of the Church is a reminder that 

the soil of our present faith is the enriched earth of our 

communal past.  We are here together in a worship service at 

Nacoochee Presbyterian Church in Sautee-Nacoochee, Georgia 

in the United States of America in the northern hemisphere of 

planet earth that orbits a little star in the luminous band known 

as the Milky Way ... all of which came into being at some point 

in the past and all of which has history that contributes to this 

very moment in time and space. Every today has yesterdays. 

 

And to bring the history of this moment into the nearer past, 

maybe some of you are here because you at one time visited the 

community center on a vacation and looking across the street 

toward the church you liked the blue doors – the colors I think 

chosen by one of our departed saints, Gloria Kidd Brown – so 

you decided to come visit? That may be some of your history in 

this moment.  

 

Maybe you are here because an uncle died and left you money 

to buy a mountain home and you grew up Presbyterian and this 

one – Nacoochee Presbyterian – was the closest to the cabin you 

bought?  This moment of our gathering has history for each one 

of us.   

 

Maybe you are here because you retired and re-located to be 

near to your children ... or far away from your children.   
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But for whatever reasons any of us are here right now we came 

on pathways cleared and trodden by others before us.  

 

We rode to church this morning in a car built by others and built 

on evolving technology.  We may make a gift of money when 

the offering bag comes by based on work we did sometime in 

the past ... or someone else did sometime in the past.  Every 

moment and every action in the present tense has a past tense. 

 

And when each of us got here we sat down in the hand-hewn 

pew of a church that is located within a large stream of Christian 

traditions built on thousands of years of experiences – priests, 

prophets, apostles, martyrs; we are a church built upon the life, 

death, resurrection of Jesus, a Palestinian Jew living in a place 

now known as middle east but then a part of the Roman Empire; 

we are a church built upon the teachings of Peter, Paul, Martha, 

Mary, John, on and on we can go... 

 

Every moment has more history than our limited minds can 

comprehend.  Today,  All Saints’ Sunday is a day to 

acknowledge that we do not live in a vacuum of space and time 

unhinged from the history or the people that have gone before 

us.  Every present moment has a rich and endless store of past 

moments that have led us on our way to this new day. 

~~~~~~~~ 

This day, All Saints’ Sunday, not only recalls our past but gives 

us a guide by which to sort through all the factors, people, 

experiences that have gone before us.  As has been noted, the 

past of the immediate present is far too complex, too weighted 

with history to be fully embraced or comprehended; so, this day 
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– All Saints’ Sunday –  gives us a way to narrow the look back.  

This day invites us to look back and remember the people who 

lived their lives in ways that brought the love of God closer to 

our lives and to the world.  This day invites us to remember the 

saints who in little and large ways shaped this present moment 

for the good.   

~~~~~~~~ 

And I think one of the reasons we read the “Sermon on the 

Plain” on All Saints’ Day is to remember what to remember 

about that which has gone before us.  The “Sermon on the 

Plains” reminds us of what is really important, of what really 

matters, of what is eternal. 

 

That which is really important about life is –  

 God’s reign of love can be embraced even in loss and pain. 

God’s nurture and guidance comes when we are hungry for 

lives of meaning and purpose. 

 God’s joy cannot be finally buried  

  beneath any amount of grief. 

 

That which is really important about life is –  

  Never build a life on selfish ambition. 

 Never build a life on smugness and self-preoccupation. 

 Never build a life on shallow trinkets  

  and disposable relationships  

   that give way when suffering comes. 

That which is really important about life is –  

 We can find depth of character  

  even in the midst of unmerited suffering. 

 We can find depth of truth  
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  even in the shadows of cultural fakery. 

 We can find the joy of generosity  

  as we treat others the way we would welcome  

   for ourselves 

~~~~~~~~ 

We will finish this sermon in silence.   

Let us all go into our minds and hearts and remember 

 the people from a yesterday who has made this day 

  a time when abundance and grace have a place 

   at the table of God’s full embrace of love. 

    Let us re-member the saints... 


