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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

12th Sunday after Pentecost; August 7th, 2016 

Luke 12:22-40 

“Mindfulness of Allures and Blessings” 

~~~~~~~~ 

He continued this subject with his disciples (the subject of the 

allure of building a life around possessions). “Don’t fuss about 

what’s on the table at mealtimes or if the clothes in your closet 

are in fashion.  There is far more to your inner life than the 

food you put in your stomach, more to your outer appearance 

than the clothes you hang on your body.  Look at the ravens, 

free and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, carefree 

in the care of God.  And you count far more.   

 “Has anyone by fussing before the mirror ever gotten taller 

by so much as an inch?  If fussing can’t even do that, why fuss 

at all?  Walk into the fields and look at the wildflowers.  They 

don’t fuss with their appearance – but have you ever seen color 

and design quite like it? The ten best-dressed men and women in 

the country look shabby alongside them.  If God gives such 

attention to the wildflowers, most of them never even seen, don’t 

you think he’ll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for 

you?  

 “What I’m trying to do here is get you to relax, not be so 

preoccupied with getting so you can respond to God’s giving.  

People who don’t know God and the way (God) works fuss over 

these things, but you know both God and how (God) works.  

Steep yourself in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions.  

You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.  

Don’t be afraid of missing out.  You’re my dearest friends!  

The Father wants to give you the very kingdom itself. 
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 “Be generous.  Give to the poor.  Get yourselves a bank 

that can’t go bankrupt, a bank in heaven far from bankrobbers, 

safe from embezzlers, a bank you can bank on.  It’s obvious, 

isn’t it?  The place where your treasure is, is the place you will 

most want to be, and end up being. 

 “Keep your shirts on; keep the lights on!  Be like house 

servants waiting for their master to come back from his 

honeymoon, awake and ready to open the door when he arrives 

and knocks.  Lucky the servants whom the master finds on 

watch!  He’ll put on an apron, sit them at the table, and serve 

them a meal, sharing his wedding feast with them.  It doesn’t 

matter what time of the night he arrives; they’re awake – and so 

blessed! 

 “You know that if the house owner had known what night 

the burglar was coming, he wouldn’t have stayed out late and 

left the place unlocked.  So don’t you be slovenly and careless.  

Just when you don’t expect him, the Son of Man will show up.” 

(From The Message by Eugene Peterson) 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to You, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus was teaching his disciples and is teaching us to pay 

attention – to pay attention to those parts of our lives that can 

allure us away from living into God’s love and grace and to pay 

attention to the deep joys of living a life of service and 

attentiveness to God and neighbor.  Jesus calls us, as the old 

hymn says, over the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea.  

Jesus calls us to keep our lamps trimmed and burning so that we 

might be able to discern those things which weigh us down from 
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those things which keep us living into God’s abundance of 

grace.  This passage is both warning and invitation.  This 

passage is an invitation from Jesus to pay attention to our lives, 

to be mindful of our actions and the world around us, to take 

heed of those things which make for true and deep abundance. 

~~~~~~~~ 

We all know times when our attention becomes focused because 

of an immanent danger.  It happens quite naturally.  We 

encounter a threat and we prepare to fight or take flight.  We 

had such a moment on our trip this past June.   

 

We had just finished a week long visit with my aunt and uncle 

in Minnesota and we traveled to Medora, North Dakota to camp 

and visit the Theodore Roosevelt National Park.  It was our first 

night of camping.  We set up in the Sully Creek State Park.  

We parked our small pop-up between two cottonwood trees with 

Badlands mesas in the background and Little Muddy Missouri 

River to our front.  It was hot, but we made ourselves 

comfortable and were just about to settle in for supper when the 

park ranger came and told us there was a storm forty minutes 

away. The storm had 50 mile an hour winds and hail the size of 

golf balls.  Well, that got our attention! 

 

We did our best to take down the camper enough so it would not 

be damaged and we got in the car and drove to Medora.  We 

were looking for a bank.  What we wanted to find was a bank 

drive through so we could park underneath it to keep safe and to 

keep the car from being damaged by hail.  There are no drive 

through banks in Medora, North Dakota.  We did find a hotel 

with a drive through check-in.  We parked near it and waited 
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for the storm to come.  It did but no hail.  The rain continued 

hard and then when it slowed a bit we drove back to our 

campsite.  The wind and the rain picked up again.  We parked 

the car next to a cinder block bathroom.  We put our seats down 

in the car and tried to sleep.  Bess and Will got a little shut-eye, 

but Anne Forrest and I were wide-awake.  We were making 

sure the storm thief did not break into our car-house.   

~~~~~~~~ 

There are times when life calls us to pay attention because there 

is danger coming.  Some of the storms we face are outside of 

our control but being prepared to face them is part of a 

well-grounded life.   

 

There are, however, other storms, other dangers that are of our 

own making.  Jesus wants his followers to be keenly aware of 

one of those dangers.  Jesus does not want us to be lured into 

thinking the call of life is to see how much we can get, how 

much we can earn, how much we can take.  Jesus is calling us 

to let go of those things that cause us to fuss and worry and to 

be open to God’s giving – like the wildflowers, the ravens, free 

and unfettered.  

~~~~~~~~ 

A story from the Hindu tradition about a sannyasi – a mendicant 

ascetic, a teacher who begs his living: 

The sannyasi had reached the outskirts of the village and settled 

down under a tree for the night when a villager came running 

up to him and said, “The stone!  The stone!  Give me the 

precious stone!” 

 “What stone?” asked the sannyasi. 

 “Last night the Lord Shiva appeared to me in a dream.” 
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said the villager, “and told me that if I went to the outskirts of 

the village at dusk I should find a sannyasi who would give me a 

precious stone that would make me rich forever.”   

 The sannyasi rummaged in his bag and pulled out a stone.  

“He probably meant this one,” he said, as he handed the stone 

over to the villager. “I found it on the forest path some days 

ago.  You can certainly have it.”   

 The man gazed at the stone in wonder.  It was a diamond, 

probably the largest diamond in the whole world, for it was as 

large as a person’s head. 

 He took the diamond and walked away.  All night he 

tossed about in bed, unable to sleep.  Next day at the crack of 

dawn he woke the sannyasi and said, “Give me the wealth that 

makes it possible for you to give this diamond away so easily.”  

 (From The Song of the Bird by Anthony de Mello, pps 140-141) 

~~~~~~~~ 

What the sannyasi knew was what Jesus taught his disciples 

–What I’m trying to do here is get you to relax, not be so 

preoccupied with getting so you can respond to God’s giving.  

Jesus was teaching us to build up wealth at a bank that cannot be 

robbed.  Jesus was teaching us to pay attention so that we not 

find our lives overly steered by money and things and the 

pursuit of money and things.   

~~~~~~~~ 

The call from Jesus to pay attention is more than a warning.  

Jesus is calling us to pay attention to the deep joys of service to 

one another.  As we serve our neighbors what we realize is that 

Jesus himself begins to serve us and fills our hearts with good 

things.  We serve but we find that our lives are enriched and 

made whole.  That is what I think it means when the house 



 6 

servants stay awake for their master to get home from the 

wedding and when he comes home the master serves the 

servants supper!  Praise be!  We are made whole and nourished 

when we seek to serve God and neighbor.    

~~~~~~~~ 

Sara Miles got a taste of this truth when she, raised an atheist 

and living an enthusiastically secular life as a cook and a writer, 

found herself fed the body of Christ at St. Gregory of Nyssa 

Episcopal Church in San Francisco, California and she was 

forever transformed.  She had a radical, transforming 

conversion that led her to open a food pantry in her church at 

the very altar where she first was fed Jesus. That pantry serves 

over 500 people a week.  Sara Miles found a calling to feed 

people, especially strangers.  She entered the circle that is being 

fed by God and in turn feeding others in turn being fed by God 

and in turn feeding others....  

 

Sara Miles, author of the book Take this Bread: A Radical 

Conversion, said this in a “This I Believe” essay –  

I’d thought Christianity meant angels and trinities and being 

good.  Instead, I discovered a religion rooted in the most 

ordinary yet subversive practice: a dinner table where everyone 

is welcome, where the despised and outcasts are honored.  I 

came to believe that God is revealed not only in bread and wine 

during church service, but whenever we share food with others, 

particularly strangers (May 5, 2008, NPR).   

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus calls us to pay attention  

– to keep our lamps trimmed and burning  

so as not to be led astray by our possessions –  
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to be mindful of the way we relate to things.   

Jesus calls us to pay attention –  

to keep our lamps trimmed and burning  

so as to see the everyday joys  

of trusting that God loves us and cares for us  

and then in turn to find the joys  

of embodying that love for other people.   

 

We are invited to this table  

where Jesus, the Master,  

has put on an apron  

and is ready to share the wedding feast with us.   

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


