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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

15th Sunday after Pentecost; August 28th, 2016 

Luke 14:1,7-14 

“Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord” 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus knew his Scripture.  In the reading from the Gospel of 

Luke for this morning Jesus builds on two verses from the 

ancient wisdom of the Jewish people found in the book of 

Proverbs.  In Proverbs 25:6-7 there is this sage advice: Do not 

put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place 

of the great; for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to 

be put lower in the presence of a noble.  This is fine advice for 

all of us.  Do not grab the best seat in the house when it is not 

ours to have.  Do not put ourselves in a situation where our 

grasping after prestige and place can be easily brought out in the 

open and our true standing in the pecking order of the world is 

paraded before others.   

 

It is good advice ... good, practical advice ... on avoiding 

humiliation.  But Jesus takes this proverbial wisdom to another 

level.  In Jesus’ telling of the parable we are about to hear, he 

takes his story all the way to the Ultimate Host, God the Noble 

of nobles, God our Creator.  God is the One who invites us to 

the banquet.  It is God’s approval that is the real gift.  What 

matters most is not that we throw parties with a glittering guest 

list and that we be invited by those same glittery guests to other 

parties with glittery guests.   What really matters is that we 

open the feast up to the least of God’s people so that our reward 

is in being aligned with God’s purposes on earth and in heaven. 

God, then, will be the Host who exalts us. God will put us in our 
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proper place. God will lift us up, higher and higher. 

~~~~~~~~ 

A reading from Luke 14:1,7-14... 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader 

of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were 

watching him closely. ...When he noticed how the guests chose 

the places of honor, he told them a parable.  “When you are 

invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the 

place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you 

has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of 

you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ 

and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.  

But when your are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, 

so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move 

up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who 

sit at the table with you.  For all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

 He said to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 

luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 

or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you 

in return, and you would be repaid.  But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  

And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you 

will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.  

~~~~~~~~  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I suspect it happened then as it does now. I suspect that the early 

church to whom Luke was addressing his gospel had the 



 3 

problem of defining themselves by the guest lists of their 

parties. Some people were enthralled by the company they were 

keeping. In this one church there were doctors, lawyers, judges, 

business people ... they were all well-respected and desirable 

company and they went to the same church. So, people would 

throw parties, and one week everyone would go to the judge’s 

house, and then next week to the doctor’s, and then the lawyer’s 

house ... back and forth they would go. All the while thinking ... 

boy this church is great! Everybody who is anybody is a 

member here, and here I am in the middle of it. Where is next 

week’s party? 

 

And then Jesus tells a story ... 

When you give a luncheon or a dinner do not invite your friends 

or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 

they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 

 

Now Jesus has gone from preaching to meddling here. What do 

you mean, peasant rabbi, not to invite those who will invite me 

in return.  Those are the ones I want to invite. I want them to 

invite me to their house in return. I like this party-circuit we 

have going here. It is fun, entertaining, and I get to hob-knob 

with the movers and shakers of my community. Who knows, 

maybe we’ll start a trust fund for the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, the blind. We can do some good with these power dinners. 

And, besides, it makes me feel like somebody important when I 

have supper at the judge’s house. 

~~~~~~~~ 

We human beings in every age want to define ourselves by how 

well-healed, enlightened, educated, well-known, cool our 
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friends are. We think if we run with the in-crowd, well, then, 

that must mean we’re in. Or we think that if our pedigree is such 

and such then we need to socialize at our level. It happens often 

and early. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

My good friend in high school in Montgomery, Alabama, Matt, 

went to Vanderbilt University on scholarship. He got there and 

was asked, required, to go to “teas” with some of his fellow 

scholars and with the donors of the scholarships.  He said that 

as he was sipping his tea the ladies would ask him ~ “At which 

preparatory school did you attend? Where did you prep?” And 

Matt told me he said ~ though I don’t believe he actually said it 

this way ~ but he said he said ~ Lady, I didn’t prep. I highed.  I 

went to Jefferson Davis High School! 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

All too often we want to define ourselves by the good company 

we keep or we want to define others by their lack of standing. 

And then Jesus throws open the doors and says ... 

When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 

the righteous. 

 

Jesus and Luke want the church to be a place  

where all people are deemed worthy to be there  –   

no matter background, prep or no prep, job or no job, 

 prestige or no prestige.  

All are welcome and on equal footing before God.  

Church is not a place to build a portfolio of self-worth  

by rubbing elbows with the elite; rather,  
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church is a place where all are thought of as children of God, 

where God delights in all God’s children.  

We are all worthy because we are all children of God. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

I am not sure why we are so resistant to such a life, such a 

church. I’m not sure why we are afraid to truly open the doors to 

the broken and the poor and the no-names of our society. Maybe 

it is because we by being so close to those who have little 

worldly success we will be judged by the world as weak, 

incompetent, lazy, and unable to succeed. Maybe we don’t want 

to be a part of a community of broken people because the world 

will say to us –  that’s where you belong. 

~~~~~~~~ 

What you are about to hear is pretty close to a confession of sin 

on the part of your pastor. In my life as an ordained minister of 

Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (USA) I am 

vulnerable to being influenced by what people say about me. 

 

Years back I served on the Executive Presbyter Nominating 

Committee. On that committee we read dozens of “Personal 

Information Forms” (resumés) on pastors who were interested in 

the position. As a committee we sought to discern the will of 

God for our presbytery, we sought to discern whether or not a 

candidate was being called to work with us. It is heady, 

prayerful work. 

At one point in our deliberations someone on the committee 

made note of the fact that a minister had only served small 

churches, and this person suggested that maybe this indicated a 

lack of ability or strength in ministry. At that point I had to 

speak-up. Maybe I was defending the candidate that was before 
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us, but more likely I was defending myself. I said that we should 

be aware that some people in following the lure of God feel led 

to serve smaller churches. The call of God, I said, and here I was 

getting a little testy, is not always to bigger and more 

prestigious churches with a bigger salary. The number of 

members and size of buildings, I said, is not a measure of talent 

or competence or faithfulness.  It might be a measure of those 

things but it could also be a measure of naked ambition no 

different than climbing a corporate ladder for the perks of a 

club membership and designated parking by the elevator to the 

corner office.  The point was made and accepted. 

 

But here’s the confessional part, there is still a part of me that 

worries about the fact that the world and even the church will 

measure my talents and abilities by the size of the church I 

serve. I am tempted to want to hob-knob with the rich and 

powerful, with a bigger church –  because it would say to the 

world –  I, too, am a big shot, a master of my fate, a man of 

competence and savoir-faire. By serving a big, powerful church 

you say to the world –  I am somebody. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Now, don’t worry about me.   

I am proud, almost to the point of being sinfully proud,  

to be the pastor of this congregation.   

We are not perfect.   

We have our blind spots.   

We fall short of the glory of God;  

yet,  

and to compound my sinful pride,  

most of my fellow pastors who know you and this church  
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are jealous of me!   

They recognize something here  

that I recognize and celebrate  

and I dare say Jesus does too.   

Here we struggle to keep doors opened to everybody,  

and we say to any who would come –  

You are welcome.  

You are a child of God.  

 

Let openness to everybody be our measure of success or failure. 

Let’s welcome everyone to the party of God redeeming love.   

In here all are children of God.   

In here all are equal.   

In here there is room around the table for anyone 

 who hungers for God, for love, for community.  

In here every seat is as good as the other because all  

are around the table of God’s grace!  Praise be!  

~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


