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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

July 31st, 2016 

Luke 12:13-21 

“The Farmer Fool” 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel Lesson is the parable of the rich farmer who builds 

bigger barns to store grain and goods but whose life is 

demanded of him that very night.  It is a teaching story about 

the danger of greed and the fallacy of building life around, as 

Jesus says, “an abundance of possessions.”   

 

Before we read the story, however, let us reflect for a moment 

about what the parable is not saying.  It might be tempting to 

take the parable to mean that “materialism” is bad and, in 

contrast, “spirituality” is good.  In other words, the goal of 

living is to somehow be disconnected from things and live on a 

spiritual plain that is unsullied by the crass nature of the 

physical world. Well, we cannot read the grand sweep of the 

narrative of Scripture and hold on to such a dualism between 

material things and spiritual things.   

 

In fact, as Michael Lindvall wrote in the Christian Century 

(July, 13, 2010), God is a materialist.  Here is how Pastor 

Lindvall puts it:  

 It ought to be clear that God doesn’t hate stuff.  Witness 

the creation story. God – none other – invents stuff. ...Witness 

the Nativity story.  Incarnation is not about separating the 

spiritual from the material; it’s about precisely the opposite.  

The Spirit of God enters deep into the crass, old material world 
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of real stuff and fleshly people. ... Witness the adult Jesus who is 

accused of being a glutton and wine bibber, the Jesus who heals 

physical bodies, the Jesus who dies a dreadfully material death 

and rises not as some disembodied spirit but with a body – a 

body of elusive description perhaps, but a body nonetheless 

(page11-12). 

 

Pastor Lindvall goes on to make what seems to me to be a very 

helpful and timely point; he says: The problem ... is not so much 

that we like stuff too much; rather it’s that we don’t like it 

enough. ... We acquire things, but then quickly tire of the things 

that seemed so important when first obtained.  We replace 

rather than repair because we have such fickle and passing 

romances with our things.  The real soul danger is not exactly 

in liking things too much, nor in owning them, nor in caring for 

them well.  In fact, there can be great virtue in such a caring 

relationship with physical things. The soul danger lies in the 

insatiable longing to acquire new things one after another, more 

and more things, as if the getting of them somehow proves our 

worth in comparison with others, as if the having of them can 

fill the emptiness.  It’s this insatiable drive to acquire stuff 

rather than the stuff itself that’s the problem (page 12). 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus is not teaching us to have disdain for the material world.  

He is, however, teaching us  

about what role material things should have in our lives.   

Keep that truth in mind as we read Luke 12:13-21. 

 

~~~~~~~~ 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
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divide the family inheritance with me.”  But he said to him, 

“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  

And he said to them, “Take care!  Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 

of possessions.”  Then he told them a parable: “The land of a 

rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to himself, 

‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then 

he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  

And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up 

for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to 

him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life is being demanded of 

you.  And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 

not rich toward God.”   

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The rich farmer in the story Jesus told lived for personal gain 

above all else.  What’s wrong with that? He did not do anything 

illegal or unjust to gain his bounty.  His was a matter of good 

fortune – The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  Maybe 

he was smarter farmer than his neighbors?  Maybe he worked 

harder?  Maybe he managed his land in a better way than others 

did? Maybe he simply benefitted from the richness of his soil? 

But for whatever reason, he had an abundance that was legally 

gained.  He was not a criminal.  He lived for personal gain 

above all else... so what?  Don’t we say in this country... More 

power to him! Selfishness is good! 
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The farmer is not a criminal, but God says – He is a fool!   

~~~~~~~~ 

He is a fool for at least two reasons.  

There are at least two very important characteristics missing 

from the rich farmer’s outlook on his prosperity. 

 

Number one reason the rich farmer was a fool is that doxology 

is missing from the farmer’s understanding of his bounty.  

Nowhere in the story do we get a sense that the farmer 

recognized that all good things come from God.  Nowhere do 

we see the farmer bending his knees in prayer or raising his 

arms in thanksgiving for all the beautiful gifts that the earth, 

God’s good creation, had provided him. Nowhere do the sounds 

of the Old Hundredth come rising from the lips of a grateful son 

of God ...  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   

Praise God who made the crops to grow.   

Praise God who brings our harvest home.   

Praise God whose gifts are ever known. 

 

There is none of this giving of thanks from the farmer.  

 The farmer had only himself as a reference.   

Faced with an abundance of crops he could only talk to himself 

– he thought to himself ...  

I will do this ...  

I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,  

and there I will store all my grain and my goods.   

And I will say to my soul...   
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The farmer has written his own doxology: 

Praise me to whom the blessings come. 

Praise me to whom the crops belong. 

Praise me and praise my larger dome. 

Praise me whose future is my own. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The farmer in Jesus’ story was the very definition of 

self-centered.  And the point is – our souls suffer and shrink 

when we fail to see our deep and abiding connections to one 

another and to God.  To have our purposes in life narrowed 

down to “what is in it for me” will lead to physical death in 

isolation and the shriveling of our souls which are created to 

expand in love for others.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Donna Delfino Dugay of Harper Woods, Mich., remembers a 

day in California when she was 11 years old, and her parents 

took their six children for a special day at the beach.  Donna's 

mother brought a picnic lunch —fried chicken and her famous 

potato salad –  and prepared a plate for each of them. 

 

"When I looked up from my plate, my mother was fixing one 

more plate... She turned away from us and walked over maybe 

20 or 30 feet to where there was a man by himself. And he was 

picking his way through the trash can. And my mother —I don't 

know whether she just put the plate there or whether she 

touched him gently or whether she said a few words — but I 

remember him turning to her in a gesture of thankfulness." 

Dugay's mother came back and sat down at the table.  

 

Years later, Dugay asked her mother if she remembered the 
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incident. "She laughed and said, 'Not at all.' But for me, I 

remember it very well because for me, it was the touchstone for 

what good deeds became in my life" (NPR, 1/27/2003). 

 

Our souls expand when we are grateful and gratitude leads to 

the soul expanding work of caring for our neighbors. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Another reason the rich farmer is called a fool is, as the parable 

declares, that he stored up a treasure for himself and was not 

rich toward God.  What does it mean to be rich toward God?   

The Gospels make it plain: 

 to be rich toward God is to –  

love your neighbor as yourself,  

to heal the sick, feed the hungry,  

forgive the sinner,  

preach good news,  

offer God thanksgiving,  

tend to the broken ones on the side of the road,  

pray,  

share goods with those in need,  

reach out to the ones who have lost their way,  

be grateful,  

use our gifts for the good of the world and our communities, 

love God’s children.   

These are the things that make a person rich toward God. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The farmer, on the other hand, was simply rich in possessions.  

~~~~~~~~ 

You do not need a seminary degree to come up with the list of 
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the things that make you rich toward God.  I’ll tell you what I 

did – I thumbed through the Gospel of Luke and asked – how 

did Jesus live?  The list was easy to discern, and the list gets 

any one of us started on building our storehouse of riches 

toward God! 

~~~~~~~~ 

The farmer was a fool. 

His soul was shrunken by his possessions  

and his self-centeredness.  

How then shall we live? 


