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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

10th Sunday after Pentecost; July 24th, 2016 

Luke 11:1-13 

“Prayer Changes Things” 

~~~~~~~~ 

This sermon could well be put away in the large file entitled 

“Reminders of Things I Already Know.”  For most of what you 

hear from me and, I dare say, any preacher, that file is far and 

away the largest.  Most of what we hear from the pulpit is stuff 

we already know.   

 

Now, I do not say this to be dismissive of my preaching or 

anyone else’s preaching.  I think it is an important calling to be 

a person who helps us be reminded of things we know.  Let me 

give you an example:  

 We all know that communication is vital in any deep 

relationship.  It is the one thing I hope couples take away from 

our sessions together before a marriage.  Communication is the 

key to deep and lasting relationships.  We all know it; yet, how 

often do we fail to find time to listen and talk with those we love 

the most?  How often do we really listen and talk with those 

with whom we are friends?  How often do we really listen and 

talk with colleagues with whom we work?  And our 

relationships without deep communication stay a mile long and 

an inch thick.   

 

John Prine in his song “Angels from Montgomery” sings of the 

heartbreak of relationships without conversation...  

How (the hell) can a person go to work every morning  

come home in the evening  
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and have nothing to say... 

make me an angel that flies from Montgomery,  

make me a poster of an old rodeo,  

just give me one thing I can hold on to,  

to believe in this living is just a hard way to go... 

To make this living a fuller and better way to go we need to talk 

and listen to one another. We all know communication is the 

key, but every now and again it does us good to be reminded to 

take the time to listen, to speak, to make conversation with the 

ones we love.  

~~~~~~~~ 

Today will be a reminder of something we all know already.  

Today we are instructed to pray.   

Today we are reminded by our reading  

that all of us hunger for prayer.   

Martin Luther once wrote –  

Faith is prayer and nothing but prayer, 

 for prayer is the very heart of religion.   

Prayer is an act of communication between us and the Divine. 

Anne Lamott has reminded us,  

prayer can be as simple as  

“Help. Thanks. Wow!”   

It does not have to be hard,  

but it helps to show up  

on a regular basis to build the connections.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer... seeking connection with the Divine...can even be 

non-verbal.  The apostle Paul spoke of the Spirit interceding 

with sighs too deep for words... 
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There is an old story told from the Jewish tradition.  I’ve told it 

before. It is a reminder that our prayers do not have to be long, 

complicated, sophisticated or anything other than honest... 

It is the night of the Passover.   

A peasant is rushing to finish his work in the fields  

so he can attend the holy service.   

But, alas, the sun drops and it is darkness  

when no travel is permitted.   

Next day the rabbi spots him and asks him where he’s been.  

“Oh, Rabbi, it was terrible –  

I was stuck in my fields after dark  

and had to spend the night there.”   

“Well,” says the rabbi,  

“I suppose you at least recited your prayers.”   

“That’s the worst of it, Rabbi, 

 I couldn’t remember a single prayer.”   

Then how did you spend the holy evening?” says the rabbi.   

“I could only recite the alphabet  

and pray that God would rearrange the letters.”   

~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer is about showing up.  It does not have to be more than 

sighs too deep for words; prayer does not have to be more than a 

recitation of the alphabet.  It is the availability that is important.  

Prayer that is genuine is simply a matter of opening one’s heart 

to talk and listen to the One who created you and loves with a 

love that excels all other loves.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus prayed and prayed and prayed.   

The author of the Gospel of Luke is most clear about this fact.   

When Jesus was baptized, he was praying. 
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When Jesus chose the twelve, he was praying. 

When Jesus began to tell the disciple of his future 

of suffering and death, he was praying. 

When Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, John, 

he was praying. 

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray,  

he was praying. 

When Jesus was in Jerusalem about to face arrest, crucifixion, 

he was praying.  

When Jesus was on the cross and about to breath his last, 

he was praying.   

Luke wants anyone who reads or hears the gospel  

to know that Jesus was a man of prayer  

and the good news of Jesus Christ  

is rooted in the access we all have  

to the deepest and most transcendent reality of life.   

~~~~~~~~ 

We already know that communication  

  is the key to deep relationships. 

We already know we need to pray  

  if we want a deep relationship with God. 

Prayer does not have to be complicated –  

  Help, Thanks, Wow will do; the ABC’s will do.   

   It is a matter of showing up. 

Luke is clear about an important truth –  

   Jesus was a man of prayer.  

Here’s another thing to keep in mind...  

 prayer changes things! 

~~~~~~~~ 

When Anne Forrest and I first were married we lived in Auburn, 
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Alabama and we bought a little house together.  The house was 

a duplex in a small division of garden homes.  We loved our 

little house.  We kept it for some time after we moved here and 

rented it to friends When we built our home here we sold that 

one. We hated to have sell it.   

 

Anyway, next door to that little house was another house on the 

other side of an eight foot wooden fence.  This house was not in 

the garden home community and it was a bit rundown.  The 

folks who lived there were nice but every now and again they 

played music that had such a powerful bass line that it traveled 

across the small patch of earth that was our yard and thumped 

our walls and windows.  It did not happen often, and it really 

was not too bothersome.  

 

There was one thing, however, about our neighbors that did 

bother us (or, more correctly stated, did bother me!).  One of 

the folks next door to lovely little home in Auburn drove a bus – 

a big, Greyhound type bus, with a diesel engine.  This is the 

kind of bus that goes cross country carrying rock bands from gig 

to gig.  Well, that our neighbor drove a bus was a fine thing; the 

world needs bus drivers.  What bothered me was that he would 

back the bus right into his yard and park it... not more than 30 

yards from our kitchen window.  Have you ever heard a diesel 

bus cranked for the first time in the morning?  It takes those 

things a good while to get warmed up and they do not smell so 

nice.   

 

I am not sure for whom the neighbor drove the bus; I’m not sure 

what kind of trips he took.  It may be that he used the bus for 
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religious groups or a Christian rock band.  The reason I make 

such a speculation is because of the phrase that was written in 

large, black, cursive writing on the tail end of his bus – over the 

panel that covers the big, smelly, diesel engine there was this 

phrase – Prayer Changes Things! 

 

I believe this is true – prayer changes things (however, it must 

not work exactly like I think or we wouldn’t have had a diesel 

bus parked with 30 yards of our kitchen window in Auburn!).   

~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer does change things.   

Jesus knew it!  

Jesus prayed often!   

Jesus taught us to pray! 

~~~~~~~~ 

So what changes?  Is God awakened to our needs by our 

prayers?  I do not know about this.  To what degree do our 

prayers change the mind and actions of God?  That is a 

question I cannot answer.  But it is absolutely true that Jesus 

taught us to ask God for the things we need.  Jesus taught us to 

pray for daily bread.  I don’t know that God is changed when 

we do, but we might be changed and become a little more in 

tune with the fact that food and the sustenance of the earth are 

gifts to be cherished if we make it a steady habit to ask for such 

a blessing as food enough for the day and to say “Thank you” 

when it comes.  Our hearts might be made more open and 

grateful as we give God a nod of thanks when the needs of our 

bodies are met by the abundance of the earth.    

 

Is God awakened to the deep broken-ness of our lives, our 
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communities, our world when we pray?  Is God stirred from 

sleep by our cries of pain and fear?  Again, I’m not sure of this, 

but Jesus taught us to pray for God’s reign on earth as God 

reigns in heaven.  Jesus knew the gulf that existed and still 

exists between the perfect realm of God’s love and the ways in 

which we live with one another on earth; so, he taught us to take 

it to God in prayer.  As we do, we might be awakened to needs 

around us and within us while also being made more in touch 

with the Source of power and wisdom to address the needs.   

 

Desmond Tutu, winner of the Noble Peace Prize for his efforts 

to end apartheid in South Africa, told Richard Rohr – “We are 

only light bulbs, Richard, and our job is just to remain screwed 

in!” (June 20, 2016, daily devotions from Richard Rohr).  

 

Robin Myers put it this way... “we pray to ‘access’ (the) 

transcendent reality that connects us all” (from an interview 

with Perry Kea of The Fourth R’s, May-June, 2014).  

~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer changes things – namely it changes us!   

Prayer keeps us grounded in the Source of Life, Love, Power.  

Prayer keeps us mindful of gifts.   

Prayer keeps us connected with others.   

Prayer changes things; so, let’s keep at it.   

Day by day let us pray  

and trust God to use us for God’s kingdom come!  Amen. 

 

  


