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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

9th Sunday after Pentecost; July 17, 2016 

Luke 10:38-42 

“Making the Better Choice” 

~~~~~~~~ 

It is a secret you learn in high school, and it stays relevant even 

into older age.  The secret is ... “pizza!”  Pizza is good date 

food.  If you are having pizza –  and the best is delivered –  

you do not have to worry about cooking, you do not have to 

scurry about making sure the table is set just right, and you do 

not have to waste any time running back and forth to the 

kitchen.  Pizza is a fine meal for a date because it is simple, and 

to have a pizza delivered gives you more time to really enjoy 

the company that you are keeping.  So, there it is, when you 

have a date with someone special, order pizza.  There will be 

time enough to spare for the elaborate meals with fine china and 

everything just so –  but if you need or want your attention 

undivided –  order pizza! 

~~~~~~~~ 

Martha, it seems, would not have been satisfied to order pizza 

for Jesus.  The idea that Jesus, a very special person to Martha, 

would come into her home and only be treated to something as 

mundane, as common, as dough with tomato paste and cheese –  

well, it was not going to happen, not in this life, not in her 

house. And the race begins.  The soup will have to be fresh –  

maybe a gumbo. And the linens, oh the linens, they will have to 

be pressed.  The main course, oh what can it be –  roasted lamb 

maybe –  whatever, it will have to be done right.  For dessert –  

pistachio sherbert would be nice –  and on it went...  That is 

the kind of meal for Jesus. 
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Martha’s attitude was not really bad, was it?  After all Jesus 

was special, and he certainly deserved the best.  It is not that 

Martha wanted to give Jesus a fine meal that represents 

Martha’s mistake in the story.  Martha’s problem in the story is 

not that she wants to serve Jesus; her ambition was noble. In 

fact, Luke tells this story immediately following the story of the 

good Samaritan; so, serving our neighbors is a good thing and 

not to be overlooked.  Jesus was a very special neighbor and 

worthy, as all neighbors were, to be served. Martha’s problem 

was not in her desire to serve Jesus.  Martha’s problem was one 

of timing!  The fact that Jesus was in her home gave her a 

perfect opportunity to contemplate him, to learn from him, to 

listen to him, but she was too busy.  She missed the chance. 

 

To be fair to Martha, Jesus was opening new ways of being for 

women.  To sit at the feet of a rabbi, as Mary was doing, was 

not acceptable behavior in the old world Jesus was ushering out.  

Women were not taught by rabbis as disciples were taught by 

rabbis.  So, maybe Martha, missed her opportunity because she 

was not able to see through the barriers that kept her captive.  

She was locked in her old way of seeing the world –  women 

made sure the meal was served, they do not act as disciples on 

the road to salvation.  Maybe Martha was just locked in a 

stereotype and in the expectations of the old world.  Jesus, 

however, was ushering in a new world, and Martha was too 

busy to see it. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Some of you may have heard of John Woolman.  He lived in 

New Jersey in the mid to late 1700's.  He was a Quaker and a 
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tailor.  He was hard working and good at his trade.  Word got 

around and he soon had many clients.  In addition to being a 

tailor he started selling the lace and the trimmings for clothes, 

then he started selling cloth and linens.  His trade increased 

every year, the path to big business was wide open for him.  

“But,” John Woolman writes in his Journal, “I felt a stop in my 

mind.”  For John Woolman his increase in business was 

becoming a burden.  John Woolman was a devout Christian, a 

devout Quaker, and he spent a lot of time speaking out and 

working against the slave trade in the colonies.  He was one of 

the early ones to see the evil of it.  And his business was getting 

in the way of his anti-slavery work.  So, he cut back.  He wrote 

in his Journal –  There was a care on my mind so to pass my 

time that nothing might hinder me from the most steady 

attention to the voice of the true Shepherd.   John Woolman 

was careful not to become too busy to be about the work of 

listening to Jesus because John Woolman knew Jesus was 

ushering in a new world where no man or woman would be a 

slave.  

~~~~~~~~ 

Martha’s mistake was not her desire to serve Jesus, but in her 

failure to listen to him.  Martha was too busy living in the old 

world and in the old world expectations to see the glorious 

opportunity she had to break free.  And this is where Mary’s 

way of being in the story is instructive.  Instead of scurrying 

about, Mary sits.  You might say Mary had sent out for pizza –  

or that she trusted Jesus and the rest of the disciples to figure out 

their meal at a later time.  Jesus was known to get creative at 

meal time!  Mary did not want to miss the opportunity to sit at 

the Lord’s feet and soak in his presence.  She didn’t want to 
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miss a word he said; so, she broke through the barriers and sat 

herself down and waited for a word from the Lord. 

 

Maybe Mary was a woman with a bold spirit and this sitting at 

the feet of Jesus was an act of defiance against a society that 

saw her as property?  Maybe Mary just hated to cook?  Maybe 

Mary understood a simple but profound truth –  you become 

what you contemplate. 

~~~~~~~~ 

On Thursday the youth, advisors and I were in Charlotte on a 

mission trip.  It was our last day and our last stop of the four 

days we spent working in various agencies of the city.  We 

worked in community gardens, we worked sorting medicines, 

we worked cooking lunch and playing volleyball at the Rescue 

Mission for men looking to get clean from alcohol and drugs, 

we visited and played “Bingo” in a center for people with 

Alzheimer’s disease, we played Uno with homeless people 

recently discharged from the hospital, we assembled shoes... it 

was an interesting and fulfilling time because we learned a lot 

and served a lot and it really did seem to make a difference in 

the lives of those with whom we worked.  Thursday afternoon 

was the last stop and the group I was a part of went to a YWCA 

program for under-served children and each one in the group 

paired up with a child, the children were 6 or 7 years old, and 

listened to each one read books.  It was amazing to see!  You 

would be so proud of all our young people... each one was so 

attentive, each one stayed close to the child with whom they 

were paired, each one treated that child as if he or she was Jesus 

and worthy of attention!   
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I, however, was the last to walk into the room; so, there was no 

child for me to pair-up with.  My job became giving out water, 

helping the teacher pack snacks for the field trip they were 

taking the next day and making sure the children went to the 

bathroom that was not still wet with paint.  I was a bit 

underemployed and it suited me fine since this old man was 

tired.  One thing I did in my under-employment was read 

bulletin boards in the hallway.  There was one that had six 

different stories hand-written by six different students in the 

class.  I read them all.  One will now make it into a sermon in 

Georgia.  The story is about being careful about what you 

contemplate.  It was written by Neuze on July 6, 2016... her 

name and date written on the top of the page. She did not give 

the story a title; I would name it “Be Careful What You 

Contemplate.”  Here it is... 

 

Tom was a cat. 

He lived in the city.  

He lived at the end 

of Fish Street. 

 

Tom worked for the fish man. 

He did the house work.  

He did the mouse work. 

He did a little fish work too. 

Tom was a good cat. 

He worked hard.  He made the fish man happy. 

 

One day the fish man got a box. 

The box had ears.  The Box made a noise.  And there were 
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People in the Box!  Tom like that  

Box.  He could not stop looking at it. 

He forgot about the house work, 

and the mouse work, 

and the fish work too.  

~~~~~~~ 

Mary teaches us to contemplate Jesus. 

We will be transformed if we do.   

We will become more beautiful inside if we do.   

And here’s a glorious truth –   

the world too will become more beautiful as we are transformed. 

We will be strengthened for our service to your neighbors.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

~~~~~~~~ 

P.S.  This will be short.   

The world seems to be coming unglued.   

Too many people are being shot.   

Too many countries are unstable.   

Too many communities are shattered by all manner of neglect.  

It feels ... at least to me it feels ... overwhelming.   

What to do?   

We have to do something!   

We have to make a difference!   

We have to be agents for positive change in the world!   

Of course we do...  

but too often our instant way of responding is  

reactionary or violent or vilifying.  

Mary teaches us a better way.   

Mary reverses the aphorism –  
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“Don’t just sit there, do something.”   

Mary teaches us there are times to embrace this saying –  

“Don’t just do something, sit there.”   

Maybe as we contemplate Jesus and his love for all people  

we will be shown how to go,  

what to do,  

where to be.  

Come, Holy Spirit, come!  Amen.   


