
A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

2nd Sunday of Easter; April 3rd, 2016 

John 20:19-31 

“A Church of Forgiveness and Welcome” 

~~~~~~~~ 

This is the translation offered by Eugene Peterson. 

Later on that day (the day of Jesus’ resurrection and appearance 

to Mary in the garden), the disciples had gathered together, but, 

fearful of the Jews, had locked all the doors in the house.  Jesus 

entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.”  Then he 

showed them his hands and side. 

 The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were 

exuberant.  Jesus repeated his greeting: “Peace to you.  Just 

as the Father sent me, I send you.” 

 Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them.  

“Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said.  “If you forgive someone’s 

sins, they’re gone for good.  If you don’t forgive sins, what are 

you going to do with them?”  

~~~~~~~~ 

 But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came.  The other disciples told 

him, “We saw the Master.”  

 But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put 

my finger in the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t 

believe it.”  

 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room.  

This time Thomas was with them.  Jesus came through the 

locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” 

 Then he focused his attention on Thomas.  “Take your 

finger and examine my hands.  Take your hand and stick it in 
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my side. Don’t be unbelieving.  Believe.” 

 Thomas said, “My Master!  My God!” 

 Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your 

own eyes.  Even better blessings are in store for those who 

believe without seeing.”   

 Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are 

written down in this book.  These are written down so you will 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and in the act 

of believing, have real and eternal life in the way he personally 

revealed it.  

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 
~~~~~~~~ 

Let’s give Thomas the benefit of the doubt. 

Let’s give Thomas a break here. 

Let’s give Thomas’ memory the gift of making this sermon 

about the Church of Jesus Christ,  

not about Thomas’ failure to believe without seeing...  

though that fact will play into what we have to say  

about the community of people who gather in the name of Jesus.  

 

Most sermons have three points, 

this one has two!  There’s a quiz at the end... 

~~~~~~~~ 

We begin where any followers of Jesus Christ have to begin;  

we begin with forgiveness.   

The Church that gathers in the name of Jesus  

has to be a group of people  

who place a high value on God’s mercy.   
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Here’s what I mean... 

 

What a surprise this must have been to the disciples.  Jesus still 

around was shocking, but what about the first words the raised 

Jesus said to the disciples –  Peace to you.  These disciples, 

you will remember, had all scattered when Jesus was arrested.  

These disciples had run when the authorities came for their 

beloved friend.  Peter had denied Jesus.  He had lied to save 

his flesh and blood.  Thomas, who had pledged to die with 

Jesus, was no where to be found when Jesus was taken into the 

custody of the religious authorities and then Rome.  There had 

been, between Jesus and his disciples, a serious and tragic 

breach of friendship and courage on the day of Jesus’ arrest.  

So, when Jesus was raised and meeting the disciples as the 

resurrected Lord he could have said:  

“Where did you go?”   

 “Why were you so weak?”   

 “I will never forgive you..”  

And the disciples would have lived the rest of their lives locked 

up in a prison of guilt and shame.   

 

But what Jesus said as he saw the disciples  

all closed up in fear was –  

Peace to you.   

Just as the Father sent me, I send you. 

 

The disciples became recipients of pure grace, forgiveness, 

mercy, and peace and then they were told to take that grace, 

forgiveness, mercy and peace to the rest of the world.  And 

they did it!  They were transformed by grace and they became 
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heralds of God’s abundant mercy and forgiveness. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Church of Jesus Christ lives with a choice.  We can be 

agents of judgement and shame – always ready to remind people 

of shortcomings, failings, sins;  or, if we will breathe-in deeply 

the breath of Jesus, we can be about the work of proclaiming the 

grace, peace and forgiveness of God.   

 

Remember, for the gospel of John, this is the story of Pentecost.  

In that room where the disciples were locked up in fear, Jesus 

came to them and gave them the Holy Spirit.   

“Receive the Holy Spirit,” (Jesus) said.   

“If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good.   

If you don’t forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?”  

 

If the Church wants to follow the lead of Jesus and the Spirit of 

God, we will be about the work of extending grace and 

forgiveness.  Jesus could have extended judgement to the 

disciples for their failures, for their lack of courage, for their 

lies, for their fears, for their broken promises, but, instead, Jesus 

says to the disciples –  

Peace to you.  Just as the Father sent me, I send you. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I think the disciples got the message.  Here’s where Thomas 

comes back into the picture.  Remember how the story is told 

that on the night of his resurrection Jesus appeared to the 

frightened disciples and spoke a word of peace to them.  They 

were amazed and exuberant about this new thing that God had 

done... Jesus had been raised!  Jesus had appeared to the 

disciples!  Glory be!  But... Thomas was not there.   
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When the disciples did see Thomas they told him about Jesus’ 

resurrection.  They were overjoyed to be the messengers of new 

life and peace, but, Thomas, their friend and fellow disciple, 

would not believe them.  Thomas did not take the word of his 

fellow disciples.  Thomas probably thought they were 

overcome with grief and shame and had become delusional.  

Whatever had happened to his friends, Thomas thought they 

were unhinged from reality.  Thomas refused to believe.   

 

Eight days later Jesus appeared again to the disciples and this 

time Thomas was there.  You know how it went... Jesus invited 

Thomas to place his fingers in the wounds and Jesus invited 

Thomas to believe in the new life in Jesus.  Thomas proclaimed 

the faith in the highest form!  Thomas said to Jesus – My 

Master!  My God!   

 

Here is point two about the character of the Church of Jesus 

Christ – as we have already said the Church of Jesus Christ is 

called to be a place of forgiveness (that is point one) and the 

Church of Jesus Christ will be a welcoming place even and 

especially for those who struggle with the faith!   

 

Did you hear what happened in the story?  Thomas would not 

believe the testimony of his friends; Thomas considered their 

words self deception; yet, and here’s where Jesus’ initial word 

of peace must have begun to take root in the heart of the 

disciples, the gathered community of Jesus’ followers continued 

to have room for Thomas!  He was still with them eight days 

later when Jesus appeared again.  The disciples continued to 
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have room for the doubter, the one who questioned their 

testimony, the one who could not believe.  Part of the purity of 

the Church is, paradoxically, a welcome to those who are 

impure, a welcome to those who have serious reservations about 

the message of resurrection, the proclamation of new life, the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.  

~~~~~~~~ 

Here’s the quiz on the two point sermon –  

The Church of Jesus Christ will have 

 two important characteristics and those are:  

1) forgiveness; and, 2) welcome to all!  

May it be so.  Amen. 


