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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday; February 7th, 2016 

Luke 9:28-36 

“A Transfiguration Glossary” 

~~~~~~~~ 

How would you define a sermon?   

I have thought about this some this week ever since I read the 

gospel reading for this Lord’s Day – Transfiguration of the Lord 

Sunday.  I have been thinking I needed to do something a little 

different than is typical to allow the story to speak to us today.  

It is a familiar story to church people, but even to those who are 

used to hearing it once a year it remains mystifying.  How do 

you preach on a text that is so ancient and seemingly magical?  

What to do for the fifteen or so minutes that you give me to 

expound on a story that on the surface is so other worldly? 

 

Seeking some guidance on just what constitutes a sermon, I 

consulted a dictionary.  My first stop was The American 

Heritage Dictionary.  The first definition given is harmless and 

unhelpful – a religious discourse delivered as part of a church 

service.  The second definition given, however, was surprising 

and wounding.  The AHD’s number two definition of a sermon 

is any discourse or speech; especially, a lengthy and tedious 

reproof or exhortation. Ouch....especially, a lengthy and tedious 

reproof!  I know that some of us feel this way at times about 

the sermons to which we are subjected, but I did not realize that 

the word “sermon” had risen to this level of official, dictionary 

sanctioned, negativity....I decided to consult another dictionary.   

 

I went to the Random House Webster’s Dictionary – ideal for 
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school, home, and office it said.  The first definition was the 

same as the American Heritage and the second was similar as 

well – a long, tedious speech, especially on a moral issue.  This 

dictionary may be ideal for school, home, and office, but not for 

the pastor’s study.  

Is this the general consensus on sermons?   

Don’t answer that question!!! 

 

At the risk of being long and tedious, but remember the sermon 

hasn’t started yet, let me tell you, I then went to Roget’s 

International Thesaurus in hopes of finding glowing synonyms 

for the word “sermon.”  There were a few neutral terms – 

expound, exposit, explain, lecture, discourse, hold forth, 

preach... But listen to this bunching that includes the word 

“sermon” – reproof, reproval, reprobation, a flea in one’s ear; 

rebuke, reprimand, reproach, reprehension, scolding, 

upbraiding, admonishment, admonition, correction, spanking, 

rap on the knuckles; lecture, lesson, sermon...  Why is 

“sermon” included in a grouping with a flea in one’s ear, 

reprimand, scolding, rap on the knuckles???  

 

Let me take a go at defining a sermon.  My definitions do not 

have the backing of the American Heritage, Random House, or 

Roget people but I bet I could get an “amen” from a few 

preachers and church members.  My definitions are: 1) words 

or actions that illuminate the Word of God; or, 2) the spoken 

words offered to God and a congregation by a pastor who is 

attempting to focus the light of God’s love and calling as 

revealed in Scripture in a particular place and time.   

 



 3 

A sermon, then, by my definition, does not have to be a standard 

speech.  It does not have to be three points, a poem, and a 

prayer or have the quality of a rap on the knuckles!  There can 

be variety and it may be gentle and even fun!?  What makes a 

sermon a sermon, at least the way I see it, is if it attempts to 

focus the light of God’s love and calling as revealed in Scripture 

in a particular place and time.  A sermon is a sermon if it 

illuminates God’s Word!  With this in mind, I offer a 

non-traditional sermon.   

 

What I would like for us to do today is read the story once... in 

just a moment... and then I will offer a glossary of terms from 

the story and provide some thoughts on those terms.  After the 

glossary I will read the story again and that will be the sermon.  

I will attempt to focus the light of God’s love from the passage 

but, truth be told, we will have to write the sermon on the way 

home or as we go into the rest of our week.  We will be writing 

this sermon together by the way in which we allow the passage 

and the sermon to find their way into our minds and hearts as we 

live our lives from this moment onward. 

 

First the story from Luke 9:28-36...Now about eight days after 

these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, 

and went up on the mountain to pray.  And while he was 

praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 

became dazzling white.  Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him.  They appeared in glory and were 

speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 

Jerusalem.   

 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with 
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sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and 

the two men who stood with him.  Just as they were leaving 

him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; 

let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah” – not knowing what he said.  While he was saying 

this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 

terrified as they entered the cloud.  Then from the cloud came a 

voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”  

When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.  And they 

kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they 

had seen.   

~~~~~~~~ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Glossary 

Now about eight days after these sayings... The placement of 

this story in the unfolding of Luke’s story about Jesus is very 

important.  The sayings that occurred eight days prior were the 

ones when Peter responded to Jesus’ questions – “Who do 

people say that I am?” and then “Who do you say that I am?”  

Peter, you may remember, blurts out – “You are the Messiah of 

God!”  Jesus then tells the disciples not to tell anyone and Jesus 

says – “The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, 

and on the third day be raised.”  The story we just read follows 

that jarring, shocking, upending announcement that Jesus had to 

be rejected, suffer, be killed. 

 

Maybe the story of Jesus being changed and his clothes 
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becoming dazzling white became a reminder to the disciples at a 

later time that though he was spat upon, though he was stripped 

and whipped, though he was murdered by the state, Jesus was 

still Jesus at his core.  Jesus was still the Beloved Son of God 

even when no one else saw it.  Jesus was still the Son of God, 

the Messiah even in the midst of painful darkness. 

 

This reminder to the disciples becomes, then, a reminder to us as 

well.  There is a reality much deeper than any suffering, much 

deeper than any pain, much deeper than outward popularity or 

rejection... Jesus was and we are children of God infused with 

light even when the world might fail to see that light.   

 

It is interesting that Luke uses the phrase “eight day after these 

sayings” because for many consider the day of Jesus 

resurrection as the “eighth day of creation.”  Jesus was 

crucified on the sixth day (Friday).  The seventh day (Saturday) 

was quiet.  The first day (Sunday) God raised Jesus up from the 

dead!  This first day is the Lord’s Day and it has become for 

millions upon millions an eighth day of creation – a day of 

re-creation, a day to celebrate resurrection!  

 

Maybe Luke thought of it that way?  Maybe Luke used the 

phrase “eight days after these sayings” to make this point about 

resurrection, about God’s re-creation?  The other gospel writers 

have this story in their telling of the Jesus story but they say it 

occurred “six days” after the sayings.  Why does Luke change 

it to eight?  Maybe he is saying, symbolically, that come what 

may in the lives of those who follow Jesus there will always be 

an eighth day; there will always be resurrection!   
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Jesus... went upon on the mountain to pray... Luke believes very 

strongly that our goal as followers of Jesus is to be persons of 

prayer.  At every major juncture in the drama of Jesus’ life and 

death he was at prayer.  Luke stresses this more than any other 

writer in the New Testament.  At Jesus’ baptism he was 

praying.  When Jesus chose the twelve, he was praying.  At 

this moment of transfiguration, Jesus was praying.  For Luke’s 

Jesus he was always opening himself to the leading of God and 

the way to do this opening is to pray. 

 

They saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him...for Luke 

Jesus was the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets.  Jesus 

was not an aberration from the Jewish tradition, he was the 

fulfilment of that tradition.  Moses, you will remember, 

received the 10 commandments on Mt. Sinai and his face shone 

with the glory of God when he came down from the mountain.  

Jesus, as the fulfilment of the Law of God, was talking with the 

one who received the Law of God.  Elijah represents the 

greatest of the prophets who was taken by a chariot out of the 

sight of his followers.  God had always reached out to God’s 

people to show them the way to salvation through the prophets 

and Elijah was the greatest of these prophets; so, when Jesus 

was on the mountain he was on his way to being the fulfilment 

of all the prophets before him and therefore he was talking with 

Elijah.   

They were speaking of his departure... Jesus was about to go to 

Jerusalem.  There, he had told his disciples, he would have to 

suffer and die and only then be raised.  This was Jesus’ exodus 

into the wilderness.  This would be the time, as Moses had done 
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before him, that Jesus would lead his people into freedom.  

Jesus was departing the world but he was leading his people 

from the bondage of sin and death into the land of God’s love 

and grace.  Jesus’ departure was his crucifixion and he was 

receiving the encouragement of his forebears as he turned his 

face in the direction of Jerusalem.   

 

Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep... 

Luke uses this phrase to show how important it is to be alert in 

our prayer life and in our desire to follow Jesus where he leads 

us.  The disciples struggled with feeling everything was 

ordinary and just one day after another, and so do we.  The 

disciples struggled with failing to believe or see God’s 

revelation in the ordinary and so do we.  The disciples could be 

blind to God’s true gifts, and so can we.   

 

This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him! ...God spoke on that 

mountain with words very similar to the words spoken at Jesus’ 

baptism.  At this important point in Jesus’ life these are words 

of encouragement.  These words also encouraged the disciples 

to stay attune to Jesus even when the outward signs of glory get 

stripped away.  These baptismal words become for them and 

for us reminders of the heart of the matter – we are beloved 

children of God come what may! 

 

And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the 

things they had seen... This may be a reminder to us not to enter 

into long and tedious sermons on matters that are moments of 

wonder and mystery.  There are times to keep silent in face of 

God’s marvels and gifts.  There are times to let the meaning of 
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things come clear over some time.  We might, if we do not stay 

silent, blurt out like Peter did some interpretation of the event 

that is exactly wrong.  Peter wanted to stay on the mountain 

and build booths that would honor Moses, Elijah, and Jesus.  

Peter talked too soon but by the time he reached the valley he 

came to know that silence was the better way.  We do not 

always need to speak... sometimes we need to stay silent and let 

God’s wonder and grace come into clearer focus.   

 

For sure there will be “sixth” days of suffering and costly 

discipleship.  There will also be “eighth” days for us where we 

come to experience and know in our hearts that God’s light and 

love are the deepest truths of the world and of our lives.  There 

will always be eighth day hopes for sixth day troubles.  God 

has infused the world with radiant glory... may be we eyes to 

see.   

~~~~~~~~ 

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him 

Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to 

pray.  And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.  Suddenly they 

saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  They 

appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he 

was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.   

 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with 

sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and 

the two men who stood with him.  Just as they were leaving 

him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; 

let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah” – not knowing what he said.  While he was saying 
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this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 

terrified as they entered the cloud.  Then from the cloud came a 

voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen;’listen to him!”  

When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.  And they 

kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they 

had seen.   

 

Silence.... 


