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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

20th Sunday after Pentecost; October 11th, 2015 

Mark 10:17-31 

“Handing Over the Diamond” 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus loved him.   

Is that not a comfort for us?   

Jesus loved him.   

Most of us are a lot like him.   

We are people with many possessions.   

We are probably people who have been well behaved ...  

for the most part?   

We are people, like the kneeling man before Jesus,  

who seek after eternal life.   

Jesus loved him, praise be,  

and Jesus tried to help him, and us, inherit eternity.   

~~~~~~~ 

Because this passage and the response of Jesus to the disciples 

after the man left are about wealth and the weight of wealth on 

the path to eternal life, we often fail to acknowledge the first 

part of Jesus’ response to the man seeking after eternal life.  

The first instruction Jesus gave the man was to start naming 

some of the Ten Commandments.  Jesus told the man that the 

way to inherit eternal life is to keep the commandments.   

 

This is interesting, especially for those of us who have inherited 

the legacy of the Protestant Reformation – we are saved by 

grace alone.  Why would Jesus not tell the man – “Have faith 

in me and I’ll get you into the Kingdom of God!  Trust me and 

me alone and that will cover all your sins and God will welcome 



 2 

you into heaven!”   Why didn’t Jesus tell the man  – “We live 

by grace alone so trust in God’s grace embodied in me. Love me 

and I will love you and I will put in a good word for you to 

Almighty God.  Trust my grace alone and then you will make it 

into God’s eternal kingdom!”?  Why did Jesus not say 

something along those lines?   

 

Instead, Jesus began by recommending that  the man follow the 

commandments; he recommended, it seems, that the man work 

his way into God’s good graces? At this point in the story it 

seems that Jesus was a man who came to teach the Law of 

Moses rather than the Law of grace.   

~~~~~~~~ 

There is, of course, wisdom in this instruction from our Lord.  

Jesus first told the man to keep the commandments because our 

behavior can shape our minds and our hearts.  How we act 

toward one another and how we live in community shapes our 

insides and opens the way for God to settle into our hearts in a 

way that shapes us for eternity.  Behavior matters.   

 

I am Protestant enough to add this caveat – How we act is not 

what makes God love us or not love us.  God’s love is free and 

will always be there for us.  Period.   

 

Yet... how we act can be what opens us up to God’s 

unconditional love.  As we are good to our neighbors and tell 

the truth and are faithful to our spouses and honor our parents, 

and refuse to steal and murder... these ways of being in the 

world shape who we are on the inside and make room for God 

to dwell in our heart and mind.   
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~~~~~~~~ 

Kathleen Norris, the writer, poet, speaker, has written several 

books.  In one of those books, Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of 

Faith, she writes about a nun she came to know of during one of 

her many trips to monasteries.  Kathleen Norris is a 

Presbyterian but she spends a good bit of time in Benedictine 

Monasteries.  One of the Benedictine Rules for monastic living 

is this: All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as 

Christ for he himself will say “I was a stranger and your 

welcomed me.”  Hospitality is a defining characteristic of 

Benedictine communities.  Norris wrote in her book – Not long 

ago I heard a novice speak of a nun with Alzheimer’s in her 

community, who every day insists on being placed in her 

wheelchair at the entrance to the monastery’s nursing home 

wing so that she can greet everyone who comes.  “She is no 

longer certain what she is welcoming people to,” the younger 

woman explained, “But hospitality is so deeply ingrained in her 

that it has become her whole life” (p.265). 

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus was instructing the seeker to practice the faith so that it 

might become his whole life.  He was instructing the man to not 

be indifferent to his activities but to follow the Law of God so as 

to shape his heart in the direction of eternal life. Jesus wanted to 

make sure the man was taking his religious life seriously. 

 

This is important.  We, too, are invited to take our religious 

lives seriously.  We, too, are invited to really put into action the 

things we learn from the Bible.  We, too, are invited to take our 

worship and our study of our faith tradition and our practice of 

the faith with enough commitment such that it will shape our 
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hearts and minds.   

~~~~~~~~ 

John Jewell, pastor and professor at Dubuque Seminary, shared 

this story related to the idea of being committed to our faith 

practices.  He wrote: A number of years ago, I preached a 

sermon called, "Balconeers and Travelers." The idea came from 

a parable of sorts about how the church has two kinds of people 

in it. Some are like people who spend their days on the balcony 

of a grand hotel watching the travelers go by. Day after day, 

they watch. They never join the travelers and never go 

anywhere. They watch. The travelers on the other hand, are 

committed to the journey. They are on the road and actively 

involved in reaching a destination. They travel with other 

travelers and encourage each other along the way –  while the 

balconeers sit on the balcony and watch the travelers. 

 Dr. Jewell continued... After worship that day a woman 

came through the line where I was greeting. She wore a 

significant scowl and barked, “That was a very divisive sermon 

and I didn't appreciate it one bit!" If I recall correctly, she 

attended worship at least once a year in addition to Christmas 

and Easter. 

 Dr. Jewell went on to share this – No doubt you've heard 

the one about the fellow who leaves church one morning and 

complains to the pastor, "I'm getting tired of singing the same 

old hymns. Every time I come, we're singing "Silent Night" or 

"Christ the Lord is Risen Today! "  

~~~~~~~~ 

The man who came to kneel before Jesus was not a 

“Balconeer;” yet, the man was seeking more.  The man had 

gone to synagogue and kept the Law since his youth.  He was a 
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religious person.  He knew his Torah.  He followed the Law. 

Yet, he was still unsure of his path to eternal life.  Jesus loved 

him!  I think Jesus loved this man because he was close to 

learning something all human beings must learn.  Jesus loves us 

all, of course, but the gospel writer, Mark, makes a special point 

to tell us that Jesus loved this man.  I think Jesus loved him 

because he was near to a place of enlightenment about what it 

means to be a citizen in the realm of God’s love.   

 

Here’s what he was close to learning – God’s Law, the prophets, 

all the Scriptures, Jesus himself – all of it are gifts to human 

beings that our hearts may be the place where God’s love and 

law resides.  God’s love gives us the Law, the prophets, the 

Scriptures, and Jesus, but God’s love is seeking to find a home 

in our hearts not on a tablet or anywhere outside of us.  

 

The seeker who knelt before Jesus had somehow come to a 

place where he was close to embracing this truth.  The problem 

was there was something insulating his heart from God’s love.  

Religion was still something outside the man.  He followed the 

rules, but there was something that had a grip on his spirit.  He 

was possessed by his possessions.  He was allowing his 

material wealth to separate him from what he most deeply 

needed.  He was worldly wealthy but he was not spiritually 

wealthy enough to hold his possessions lightly.  His spirit was 

weighed down by his many things.  The man knew it.  He 

knew he had a choice but he did not dare believe that Jesus’ 

love, God’s love in his heart was the real treasure. 

~~~~~~~~ 

Listen to this story that comes from the Hindu tradition.  It is 
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about an enlightened sann-ya-si – a person who for religious 

reasons does not own property and begs for a living.   

The sannyasi had reached the outskirts of the village and settled 

down under a tree for the night when a villager came running 

up to him and said, “The stone!  The stone!  Give me the 

precious stone!”   

 “What stone?” asked the sannyasi. 

 “Last night the Lord Shiva appeared to me in a dream,” 

said the villager, “and told me that if I went to the outskirts of 

the village at dusk I should find a sannyasi who would give me a 

precious stone that would make me rich forever.  

 The sannyasi rummaged in his bag and pulled out a stone. 

“He probably meant this one,” he said, as he handed the stone 

over to the villager. “I found it on a forest path some days ago.  

You can certainly have it.”   

 The man gazed at the stone in wonder.  It was a diamond, 

probably the largest diamond in the whole world, for it was as 

large as a person’s head.  

 He took the diamond and walked away.  All night he 

tossed about in bed, unable to sleep.  Next day at the crack of 

dawn he woke the sannyasi and said, “Give me the wealth that 

makes it possible for you to give this diamond away so easily 

(The Song of the Bird by Anthony de Mello, pages 140-141).  

~~~~~~~~ 

Jesus had the wealth to give the diamond away.   

Jesus came to share the wealth.   

It is not a diamond.   

It is not gold or stocks or bonds or land...  

it is a wealth that comes only  

from a heart that has opened fully to God’s grace.   
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There are things, to be sure, that can get in the way... 

possessions being one area of serious blockage...  

yet,  

as Jesus said to his disciples, 

 “with God all things are possible!”   

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


