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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

14th Sunday after Pentecost; August 30th, 2015 

James 1:17-27 

“A Generosity Committee” 

~~~~~~~~ 

Just so you know –  

the theme for today’s sermon is generosity. 

The point of the stories, references, thoughts  

in the proclaimed word for this day is: 

generosity is an important aspect of life following Jesus.  

Generosity of spirit and material wealth are important matters 

for anyone seeking to embody the truth of Christianity. 

I came to this theme by the reading from James 

and from a conference I attended in Montreat –  

more about those things later. 

 

The theme was reinforced yesterday  

at the City Hall of Suwanee, Georgia  

where we accidentally saw a display  

of the work of a man named Frabel.   

He does delicate glass sculptures. 

We were there at the end of a day of Ninja Warrior training –  

a place for active and hard gymnastic type activity 

that Will and friends did  

in celebration of Will’s 13th birthday.  

Anyway, we just needed to use the bathroom  

but there was this fancy reception.   

To be polite we talked to the folks  

and I walked through the display.   

It is entitled Frabel’s Seven.   
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It is the seven deadly sins and seven holy virtues.   

Well, one of the seven holy virtues is ... generosity.   

Frabel defined it as  

An unlimited loving kindness toward all others.  

The glass sculpture is four people reaching up to the earth  

as if to support it.   

The idea being, I think, the world is held up by acts of 

generosity – unlimited loving kindness toward all others. 

~~~~~~~~ 

I am giving you the theme right off because I don’t want to lose 

you as I meander through the Bible and contemporary life to 

make the simple point that our call in this life of being a 

Christian is a call to self-giving and generosity.  The 

importance of generosity is found throughout the Bible, 

throughout Christian teachings, and most of us know 

instinctively the importance of generosity for a meaningful life.  

This sermon is a simple reminder of a truth most of us already 

know, but... sometimes fail to practice.   

~~~~~~~~ 

The first place I want to take us in thinking about the 

importance of generosity is all the way back to the story of 

creation.  In Genesis 1:27 we read this: So God created 

humankind in God’s image, in the image of God God created 

them; male and female God created them. Combine the Genesis 

passage with this week’s reading from James – Every generous 

act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above coming down 

from the (God) of lights  – led me to contemplate what it might 

mean to say that we are created in the image of God. 

There have been lots of thoughts about what it means to say that 

human beings are created in the image of God.  In the Scots 
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Confession of 1560 there is this paragraph – We confess and 

acknowledge that our God has created man, i.e., our first father, 

Adam, after his own image and likeness, to whom he gave 

wisdom, lordship, justice, free will, and self-consciousness... 

According to this confession our creation in the image of God is 

severely tainted by the sin of Adam and Eve, but in our perfect 

humanity we reflect the image of God by our wisdom, lordship, 

justice, free will, and self-consciousness.   

 

Other answers have been offered about what it means for us to 

be created in the image of God.  One idea is that our dominion 

or rule over the earth make us most like God. Others have said it 

is our power of mind and reasoning that make us in the image of 

God.  Still others have postulated that it is our ability to be 

“creative” that reflects God’s image. Still others say it is the fact 

that God created a couple and it is our loving relationships that 

reflect the inner life of God.  This is all good stuff!   

 

Let’s add another idea...  

it is in our ability to be generous and self-giving  

that we (at our best) reflect the image of God.   

As God is Self-giving and generous in creating the world,  

as God is Self-giving and generous in giving the world Jesus,  

as God is Self-giving and generous in sustaining the world 

through the Spirit  

we are given the capacity to reflect God  

in our own ways of being self-giving and generous.   

(See article in The Dictionary of Bible and Religion, edited by 

Gentz, page 480; article entitled “Image of God.”) 
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When James declares that  Every generous act of giving, with 

every perfect gift, is from above coming down from the (God) of 

lights... I think he is making the point that our giving, our 

generosity, reflects the original generosity of our Maker.   

~~~~~~~~ 

The author of the book of James goes on to spell out what some 

of this generosity looks like.  He begins with the admonition to 

Be doers of the Word, and not merely hearers...  To reflect 

God’s generosity is far more than spouting off a few (or a lot) of 

strongly held beliefs; rather, to truly reflect God’s generosity is 

to be people who act on the convictions we have about God in 

Jesus embodying love and gifting the world with redemption. 

~~~~~~~~ 

It might seem a bit odd, but I want to illustrate this kind of doing 

of the Word with a news story I read a few weeks ago about a 

Jew who became a doer of the Word... 

 

Arthur George Weidenfeld credits Christians for helping 

him escape to Britain in 1938 from German-occupied 

Austria.  As a way of showing his gratitude, Weidenfeld, a 

Jew, is helping to rescue up to 2,000 Christians from Syria 

and Iraq.  He said it was Quakers and Plymouth Brethren 

who fed and clothed him and helped him to get to Britain.  

Weidenfeld is the founder of the Weidenfeld and Nicolson 

publishing company.  His fund to support Christians in 

war-torn regions in the Middle East recently sponsored a 

flight of 150 Syrian Christians to Poland (Independent, July 

20, 2015; as quoted in Christian Century, August 19, 

2015,p.8).  

~~~~~~~~ 
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Be doers of the Word, and not merely hearers...   

~~~~~~~~ 

James 1: 26 also reminds us of another way  

to reflect God’s generosity... 

If any think they are religious,  

and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,  

their religion is worthless... 

~~~~~~~~ 

In this teaching James is calling us to a generosity of spirit.  

James is telling us that we are to be slow to judge and quick to 

listen in our relationships with one another.   

 

Our tendency, especially in this age of Twitter, Facebook, 

Social Media, is to speak quickly and with great judgments 

against others.  To read any story in the news and then read 

comments attached will remind us how too many are very quick 

to judge and very quick to condemn.   

 

James reminds us that our generosity is will mitigate against our 

being arrogant and rude and lead us, in our words and our spirit, 

to think of others in the best light possible.   

~~~~~~~~ 

A story from the mystical branch of Islam about being slow to 

judge and quick to be generous in our views of others... 

 There was an old Sufi who earned his living by selling all 

sorts of odds and ends.  It seemed as if the man had no 

judgement because people would frequently pay him in bad 

coins and he would accept them without a word of protest; or 

people would claim they had paid him when they hadn’t and he 

accepted their word for it.   
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 When it was time for him to die, he raised his eyes to 

heaven and said, “Oh, Allah!  I have accepted many bad coins 

from people, but never once did I judge them in my heart.  I just 

assumed that they were not aware of what they did.  I am a bad 

coin too.  Please do not judge me.”   

 And a Voice was heard that said, “How is it possible to 

judge someone who has not judged others?” (Taking Flight by 

Anthony de Mello, S.J., page 163) 

~~~~~~~~ 

One final point about generosity from James.  Generosity is 

about caring for others in body and soul.  Generosity means 

that we use our material wealth to support others.  Generosity 

means that we have eyes to see the pain and suffering around us.  

Generosity means that we use our gifts to feed the hungry, give 

water to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care 

for the sick, visit the prisoner.  Generosity is tactile.  

Generosity is hands on.  Generosity is reaching out beyond the 

comfort zone.   

 

James put it simply... 

Religion that is pure and undefiled  

before God, the Father, is this:  

to care for orphans and widows in their distress,  

and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

~~~~~~~~ 

A Turkish couple living near the Syrian border invited 4000 

Syrian refugees living near their city to their wedding party.  

The idea came from the groom’s father, who hoped their 

example would inspire others.  The couple pooled money they 

had received from family members to throw the party, and 
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wedding guests contributed food as well.  The bride admitted 

being shocked when she first heard about the plan, but agreed 

that seeing the happiness in Syrian children’s eyes was 

priceless.  Nearly 2 million Syrian refugees live in Turkey 

(Telegraph, August 4, 2015; as quoted in Christian Century, 

September 2, 2105, p.8) 

~~~~~~~~ 

Religion that is pure and undefiled and a reflection of God’s 

generosity is religion that leads us to care for the orphans and 

widows (and refugees) in their distress. 

~~~~~~~~ 

In closing let me say, the theme for this sermon was suggested 

not only by the passages from James but also by the two day 

workshop I attended in Montreat about Financial Well-ness.  

The retreat was sponsored by the Board of Pensions of our 

denomination and the target audience was Teaching Elders – 

folks like me – such that we would take long-term care to have 

financial stability in our own lives.  We, however, were only 

part of the target audience.  The retreat was also meant to send 

folks like me home to help churches establish financial 

well-ness.  I am bringing home a couple of ideas. 

 

One idea brought forth was to create a committee, separate from 

the Finance Committee or the Stewardship Committee, and call 

this committee “The Generosity Committee.”  The idea here is 

that this committee will tell the stories of how our church 

community is generous and how we reach out to our neighbors 

and how hearts, minds, lives are changed by the work of the 

church.   
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I like the idea very much.  I like the idea mainly because it 

names our call as followers of Jesus Christ – all of us, in one 

way or another, are on the Generosity Committee.  We give and 

we tell the stories of why we give.  We give and tell the truth –  

Every generous act of giving,  

with every perfect gift,  

is from above coming down from the Father of lights. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


