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A Sermon by Robert W. Prim 

Pentecost Sunday, May 31st, 2009 

Acts 2:1-21 

“A Patient, Impatient Church” 

~~~~~~~~ 

Today’s sermon will come in the form of a commencement 

address.  It is the season for such things. You see, back in 1976 

I ran for Senior Class President of Jefferson Davis High School 

in Montgomery, Alabama and I lost. I’m over it...really, I am!  

It was actually a good thing that I lost because I really did not 

want to do any of the real work the President was supposed to 

do.  All I wanted to do and the only reason I ran for President 

was to deliver the commencement address at our graduation.  

Since I did not get to do it then and since here we are a 

congregation on the brink of new things and since it is Pentecost 

Sunday, I am thinking now might be a good time for a 

commencement address. 

 

My remarks will be brief and I will say two things that on the 

surface may seem to contradict one another.  Here goes... 

~~~~~~~~ 

My fellow followers of Jesus – Let us be charged on this 

Pentecost Sunday to be patient with ourselves and with one 

another because we are on a soulful journey filled with 

successes and failures, right turns and wrong turns, highs and 

lows. So... be patient.  

 

To follow Jesus is a life-long learning process.  When the 

Church was formed 2000 years ago with the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit falling down like tongues of fire and with over 3000 



 2

people joining the Church at that one moment it was a grand and 

glorious birthday!  But it is helpful to remember that all of 

those folks upon whom the Holy Spirit had come on that first 

Pentecost Sunday each one then had to go home and figure out 

what they were going to have for supper, how they were going 

to pay the bills, where they would gather with other believers, 

who would call the meeting, who would pray, what they would 

sing, who was going to keep the nursery.... you get the picture.   

 

Pentecost, as glorious a day as it was and is, does not lift us up 

out of the world into a state of blissful and ethereal 

enlightenment; rather, the formation of the Church made those 

early followers of Jesus and each one of us more fully in the 

world. Following Jesus puts us on a journey that seeks to give 

God glory by embodying grace, truth, love, forgiveness, justice, 

wisdom, patience on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Embodying God’s kingdom on earth is no small task.  The 

world is complicated.  God is mysterious.  Truth is broad and 

deep. So ... no one of us should expect that we will become wise 

overnight.  No one of us should expect to glow with 

enlightenment after we read a good book on the faith.  No one 

of us, even after years and years of practicing the faith, listening 

to sermons, going to Sunday School, will ever have the Truth 

fully grasped.  There is more to be unearthed, to be learned, to 

let settle into our hearts in the Christian tradition, in the wisdom 

of our forebears, in the sacred stories of our faith community 

than can be mastered in any one lifetime.   

The gospel of John ends with this sentence:   

...there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of 
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them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could 

not contain the books that would be written (John 21:25). 

 

So, be patient.  There is much to learn. 

 

A young man came to a teacher and asked, “How long is it 

likely to take me to attain enlightenment?”  The teacher 

responded: “Ten years.”  The young man was shocked.  “So 

long?” he asked incredulously.  Said the teacher, “No, that was 

a mistake.  It will take you twenty years.”  The young man 

asked, “Why did you double the figure?”  The teacher replied, 

“Come to think of it, in your case it will probably be thirty.” 

 (Anthony de Mello) 

 

Be patient.  Be humble.  Trust the Spirit to guide us through all 

our years and to bring us to the place we need to be in our hearts 

and minds and in the world.  Let us help the Church to be a 

place of patience and deep teaching.  Let us help the Church to 

have a communal spirit that encourages loving, patient attention 

to the teachings of Jesus Christ and the leading of the Holy 

Spirit so that we as a faith community can be a light unto our 

neighbors, our nation, our world. 

~~~~~~~~ 

My fellow followers of Jesus gathered on this Day of Pentecost, 

2015 – Let us keep a holy impatience simmering in our hearts 

and minds for a world  where all God’s children are given the 

chance to have fullness of life.  Let us keep our hearts, minds 

and bodies engaged and leaning in the direction of a time when 

justice and mercy spread like fire on the plains, for a time when 

abundance falls down from heaven like rain on parched earth, 
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for a time when bones long dried and forgotten are en-fleshed 

and full of the breath of life.  Be impatient for the new world 

God promises, and let our impatience be infused with hope. So, 

let us be impatient but hopeful! 

 

To follow Jesus is to pray and work for God’s reign on earth as 

it is in heaven.  It is often a hard bore into hard wood to work 

for justice and peace on this earth.  There are lots of obstacles 

in the way – selfishness and fear being the root of most of the 

barriers to building a more justice world.  As followers of Jesus 

we have been given a vision of a world where all are welcome, 

where all are fed, where all are given opportunities to shine like 

the sun, where every person’s gifts are celebrated, where human 

life is valued and human dignity protected.  Jesus gives us this 

vision, and it is hard sometimes to have this vision in our hearts 

and minds and to see the many ways in which the world (and 

each of us at times) fails to reflect God’s intentions for creation.  

We are called to have a holy impatience with injustice and 

ugliness in the world, but as Christians that impatience is 

infused with hope.  God through us is doing a new thing!  The 

kingdom will come! We work for peace; we strive for justice; 

we work to keep the world beautiful and verdant and sometimes 

we may grow discouraged, but part of the Christian 

proclamation is that God will bring about newness of life.  So, 

let us have a holy impatience infused with hope as we follow 

Jesus on the way to the new world. 

Jim Wallis, the founder and editor of Sojourners magazine, tells 

a story of his first night in South Africa many years ago before 

the ending of apartheid in that country.  Wallis had been 

sneaked into South Africa to support the churches there during 
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that time of great crisis and to report their story back in the 

United States.  It was the first day of his six week stay when he 

arrived directly from the airport to participate in a political rally.   

The rally, however, had been cancelled by the white 

government.  Desmond Tutu, the Anglican cleric and later the 

winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, decided that in place of the 

political rally the gathered community would have a worship 

service in the beautiful St. George’s Cathedral in Cape Town.   

 

This is how Jim Wallis recounts that first night in South Africa 

and his first encounter with Desmond Tutu.  Wallis wrote:  

The power of apartheid was frighteningly evident in the 

numbers of riot police and armed soldiers massing outside the 

church.  Inside, all along the cathedral walls, stood more 

police openly taping and writing down every comment made 

from the pulpit.  When Tutu rose to speak, the atmosphere was 

tense indeed. He confidently proclaimed that the “evil” and 

“oppression” of the system of apartheid “cannot prevail.”  At 

that moment, the South African archbishop was probably one of 

the few people on the planet who actually believed that. ...Tutu 

pointed his finger right at the police who were recording his 

words.  “You may be powerful, indeed very powerful, but you 

are not God!”  And the God whom we serve, he said, “cannot 

be mocked!”  “You have already lost!” the diminutive preacher 

thundered.   

 

Then he came out from behind the pulpit and seemed to soften, 

flashing that signature Desmond Tutu smile.  So – since they 

had already lost, as had just been made clear – South Africa’s 

spiritual leader shouted with glee, “We are inviting you to come 
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and join the winning side!”  The place erupted, the police 

seemed to scurry out, and the congregation rose up in triumphal 

dancing.   

(As told in The Impossible Will Take a Little While edited by Paul Rogat Loeb, pages 20

 

The world needs people who are impatient with injustice and 

hopeful about God’s new day of righteousness and peace.  So, 

let us offer our voices to the choir of impatient hopefuls for 

kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  

~~~~~~~~ 

Congratulations Pentecost Class of 2015! 

Let us take ourselves into the world filled with patience –  

there is always much to learn and change takes time.   

Let us take ourselves into the world filled with  

a holy and hopeful impatience – 

 there is much to do to bring about God’s realm of love. 


